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Gulf  Trade  With  EC  Reported 

44040401B  Muscat  ‘UMAN  in  Arabic  21  Mar  89  p  11 

[Text]  Trade  in  1 987  between  Gulf  Cooperation  Council 
[GCC]  states  and  countries  of  the  European  Community 
(EC)  amounted  to  some  23.4  billion  European  Currency 
Units  [ECU],  the  EC  unit  of  trade,  or  $28.3  billion.  This 
is  a  drop  of  some  14  percent  from  1986. 

The  volume  of  trade  between  countries  of  the  GCC  and 
the  EC  shrank  for  the  fifth  year  in  a  row  from  its  1 982 
record  high  of  some  55.2  billion  ECU  ($76.0  billion), 
retreating  to  less  than  half  of  that  in  1987.  The  greatest 
shrinkage,  at  the  rate  of  20  percent,  occurred  in  both  of 
1983  and  1987. 

Saudi  Arabia,  with  57  percent  of  total  trade,  was  the  EC’s 
largest  GCC  trading  partner  followed  by  Kuwait  (17 
percent),  the  UAE  [United  Arab  Emirates]  (16  percent), 
Oman  (57  percent  [as  published]),  Qatar  (3  percent),  and 
Bahrain  (2  percent).  This  ranking,  with  sli^t  variations 
in  percentages,  has  remained  the  same  over  the  previous 
three  years. 

GCC  imports  from  the  EC  were  calculated  at  about  1 3.2 
billion  ECU  in  1987,  a  10  percent  decline  from  14.8 
billion  ECU  in  1986. 

The  volume  of  imports  has  been  steadily  shrinking, 
declining  by  17  percent  in  1985  and  by  22  percent  in 
1986.  Imports  steadily  rose  early  in  the  eighties  but 
peaked  in  1984  at  about  22.8  billion  ECU.  Expansion 
was  highest  in  1982  at  75  percent. 

The  Arab-German  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Industry 
said  in  a  recent  study  that  Saudi  Arabia  was  the  EC’s 
largest  Gulf  customer  with  59  percent  of  total  GCC 
purchases  in  1987.  That  percentage  has  varied  in  the 
eighties  from  55  percent  in  1985  to  67  percent  in  1981. 
Saudi  imports  from  the  EC  have  been  escalating  since 
1980  when  they  reached  about  7.2  billion  and  peaked  at 
around  14  billion  in  1983  but  have  been  steadily  shrink¬ 
ing  since. 

The  UAE  was  the  second  largest  EC  customer  with  18 
percent  of  total  GCC  imports  from  the  EC.  It  has 
maintained  that  ranking  from  1979  to  1987,  with  the 
exception  of  1984  when  Kuwait  was  second  with  imports 
of  3.25  billion  ECU.  UAE  imports  totalled  3.5  billion  [as 
published]  that  year. 

Kuwait,  with  about  11  percent  of  total  GCC  imports 
from  the  EC  in  1987,  ranked  third  from  1979  to  1987 
with  the  exception  of  1 984. 

Bahrain,  Qatar,  and  the  Sultanate  of  Oman  have  the 
lowest  share  of  1987  GCC  imports  from  the  EC  with  2.9 
percent,  3.1  percent,  and  7.2  percent  respectively. 


Britain  and  the  FRG  were  the  largest  EC  exporters  to 
GCC  states. 

Britain  ranked  first  with  exports  valued  at  4.59  billion 
ECU  or  35  percent  of  all  GCC  imports  from  the  EC. 

West  Germany  ranked  second  with  20  percent,  followed 
by  Italy,  15  percent,  and  France,  13  percent.  Those 
countries  accounted  for  nearly  82  percent  of  total  EC 
exports  to  GCC  states.  Eight  other  European  countries 
share  the  remaining  1 7  percent. 

GCC  imports  of  European  transport  equipment  were 
valued  at  some  3.9  billion  ECU  or  nearly  29.3  percent  of 
total  GCC  imports  from  the  EC  during  the  year. 

GCC  chemical  imports  from  Europe  ranked  second 
highest  at  12.3  percent  of  total  GCC  European  imports, 
mainly  from  Britain,  Germany,  and  France;  followed  by 
commodities  at  7.1  percent  imported  mainly  from  Ger¬ 
many,  Italy,  and  Britain;  then  by  optical  and  other 
industrial  goods  at  6.7  percent,  imported  mainly  from 
Italy,  Britain,  and  Germany. 

GCC  exports  to  the  EC,  at  10,1 19  million  ECU  ($12.2 
billion),  declined  by  18.4  percent  from  12.396  million 
ECU  ($15  billion)  in  1986. 

Saudi  exports  to  the  EC  in  1987  totalled  5,622  million 
ECU  or  about  55.6  percent  of  total  GCC  exports  to  the 
EC  during  the  year. 

Saudi  exports  to  Europe  in  the  eighties  peaked  in  1981  at 
32.795  million  ECU,  retreated  by  21  percent  in  1982  to 
26.25  million  ECU,  then  by  almost  50  percent  in  1983. 
That  was  the  largest  decline  in  Saudi  exports  to  Europe 
in  the  eighties. 

Kuwait  ranked  second  in  volume  of  European  exports  in 
1987,  with  an  increase  of  9.3  percent.  Exports  also  rose 
in  the  same  year  by  82.7  percent  from  the  UAE,  by  about 
48.7  percent  from  Oman,  and  by  1  percent  from  Bahr¬ 
ain. 

Fuel  is  the  major  GCC  export  to  the  EC,  followed  by 
chemicals  to  a  certain  degree.  In  1987,  fuel  accounted  for 
about  88  percent  and  chemicals  for  only  4  percent  of  all 
GCC  exports  to  the  EC.  Other  commodities  accounted 
for  the  remaining  8  percent.  This  indicates  the  extent  to 
which  oil  dominates  GCC  exports  to  European  coun¬ 
tries. 

GCC  members,  with  European  trade  valued  at  about 
23.4  billion  ECU,  were  the  EC’s  sixth  ranking  trading 
partner  in  1987  after  the  United  States  028.1  billion), 
Switzerland  (59.5  billion),  Japan  (48.4  billion),  Sweden 
(40.3  billion),  and  Austria  (35.5  billion). 

GCC  countries  rank  sixth  in  total  trade  volume  with  the 
EC,  as  an  export  market  for  EC  countries,  and  as  a 
source  of  EC  imports  as  well. 
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The  European  Community  had  the  largest  trade  surplus 
with  the  United  States  (15.7  billion)  and  the  largest 
deficit  with  Japan  (2 1 .2  billion).  The  EC  had  a  surplus  of 
3.2  million  in  trade  with  GCC  countries  in  1987. 

Others  ranking  after  the  GCC  as  EC  trading  partners  are 
the  Soviet  union  in  seventh  place  (22.3  billion)  followed 
by  Norway  (31.7  billion  [as  published]),  Canada  (15.9 
billion),  and  Finland  (14.9  billion). 

Iranian  Describes  PFLP-GC  Role  in  Pan  Am 
Bombing 

44040432  London  AL-DUSTUR  in  Arabic 
22  May  89  pp  15-17 

[Article  by  ‘Ali  Nuri  Zadeh] 

[Text]  The  explosion  of  the  American  Pan  Am  passenger 
plane  over  Lockerbie,  Scotland  continues  to  be  shrouded 
in  mystery,  especially  in  view  of  the  diversity  of  western 
accounts  of  the  crash  investigation  results.  Who,  exactly, 
is  behind  the  incident?  Dr  ‘Ali  Nuri  Zadeh  presents  the 
following  detailed  account  of  those  who  were  involved. 
The  preparation  of  this  account  lasted  five  months  and  is 
based  on  an  exclusive  report  prepared  by  a  cleric  close  to 
Ayatollah  Montazeri,  who,  until  recently,  was  the  recog¬ 
nized  successor  of  Ayatollah  Khomeyni. 

Tehran:  8  July  1988 

It  is  almost  8:00  a.m.  The  Mehrabad  International 
Airport  is  crowded  with  passengers  who  arrived  in 
Tehran  about  ten  minutes  ago  aboard  an  Iranian  plane 
originating  in  London. 

In  one  of  the  comers  of  the  airport,  where  influential 
guests  visiting  Iran  are  usually  received  unofficially,  one 
can  observe  three  interior  ministry  officials,  as  well  as 
Hamid  Reza  Naqqashan,  the  intelligence  chief  of  the 
Revolutionary  Guard,  and  Mahmud  Hashemi  Rafsan- 
jani  (brother  of  the  head  of  the  Iranian  parliament),  the 
head  of  the  Syria-Lebanon-Palestine  desk  in  the  Iranian 
Foreign  Ministry. 

At  8:00,  a  guard  informs  the  Iranian  officials  of  the 
arrival  of  the  special  flight  for  which  they  had  been 
waiting.  After  about  a  half  hour,  Naqqashan  is  seen 
sitting  in  a  private  Mercedes.  Next  to  him  is  the  impor¬ 
tant  guest,  Ahmad  Jibril.  They  are  followed  by  Mahmud 
Hashemi  Rafsanjani  in  another  Mercedes  with  Jibril’s 
escorts.  The  cars  head  at  high  speed  to  northern  Tehran. 
At  about  9:30,  they  enter  the  Manzariyeh  Camp,  where 
guests  of  the  Islamic  Republic  are  put  up  in  a  special 
wing. 

9  July  1988  7:30  a.m.  Place:  Manzariyeh  Camp 

Three  cars  leave  Manzariyeh  camp  for  Jamaran,  where 
Ayatollah  Khomeyni  resides.  After  about  a  half  hour,  the 
jurisprudent  (al-wali  al-faqih)  receives  the  Palestinian, 
Marxist,  fundamentalist  Muslim  fighter,  comrade 


Ahmad  Jibril.  As  Jibril  kneels  down  to  receive  the  right 
hand  of  Ruhollah  al-Musavi  al-Khomeyni,  Interior  Min¬ 
ister  Mohtashemi,  who  had  accompanied  Jibril  during 
his  visit  to  Jamaran,  says:  “Our  brother  Ahmad  has 
come  to  inform  your  eminence  of  his  willingness  to 
support  us  in  taking  revenge  on  America,  the  great 
satan!” 

The  meeting  lasts  no  more  than  five  minutes.  When 
Jibril  leaves  the  office  of  the  jurisprudent,  Mohtashemi 
informs  him  that  Ruhollah  was  indeed  pleased  with  him, 
and  that  his  special  providence  would  embrace  the 
Popular  Front  for  the  Liberation  of  Palestine  (General 
Command). 

These  lines  were  not  gleaned  from  a  new  play  or  a  work 
of  fiction  based  on  the  life  of  Ruhollah  al-Musavi  al- 
Khomeyni.  Rather  the  writer  of  these  phrases  is  a 
prominent  Iranian  cleric,  whom  fate  wanted  to  be  close 
to  Ayatollah  Montazeri.  After  Ayatollah  al-Khomeyni 
dismissed  his  successor,  Ayatollah  Montazeri,  this  prom¬ 
inent  Iranian  cleric  close  to  Montazeri  was  compelled  to 
hide  somewhere  in  the  middle  of  Iran.  Nonetheless,  he 
was  able  to  smuggle  out  his  account  of  the  Lockerbie 
incident. 

AL-DUSTUR  is  unique  in  publishing  this  account, 
although  it  should  be  noted  that  there  are  international 
newspapers  which  will  publish  the  same  information  in 
the  coming  days. 

According  to  the  account,  Ahmad  Jibril,  after  meeting 
with  Khomeyni,  attended  a  meeting  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  Revolutionary  Guard.  During  the  meeting,  whose 
participants  were  the  interior  minister,  the  chief  of 
Guard  intelligence,  and  officials  of  the  department  of 
liberationist  movements,  Jibril  was  told  that  revolution¬ 
ary  forces  in  Iran  felt  that  America  was  engaged  in 
carrying  out  a  dangerous  conspiracy  in  the  region,  which 
was  targeted  against  all  revolutionary  forces,  including 
revolutionary  parties  in  Iran  and  Lebanon.  Then,  one  of 
the  guard  officials  spoke  about  a  plan  calling  for  the 
simultaneous  hijacking  of  as  many  American  aircraft  as 
possible  from  different  areas.  According  to  this  plan,  the 
hijacked  aircraft  would  be  taken  to  Beirut,  where  the 
passengers  would  be  removed  and  confined  in  order  to 
be  exchanged  for  revolutionaries  detained  in  American, 
European,  and  Israeli  prisons.  Regarding  the  fate  of  the 
aircraft,  Jibril  was  told  that  blowing  them  up  would  be 
the  best  means  for  taking  revenge  on  the  great  satan  and 
forcing  it  to  retreat  from  its  previous  calculations.  Jibril 
and  the  Iranian  officials  talked  and  exchanged  ideas  for 
several  hours,  after  which  Jibril  agreed  to  assist  in  the 
aircraft  hijacking  plan  in  exchange  for  $  10  million  and  a 
specified  quantity  of  weapons  and  explosives. 

Jibril  returned  to  Beirut  on  12  July  via  Damascus,  where 
he  informed  Syrian  officials  of  what  transpired  between 
him  and  the  Iranian  interior  minister  and  his  friends. 
While  the  Iranian  account  does  not  disclose  the  reaction 
of  Damascus  to  what  Jibril  reported,  American  sources 
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indicate  that  Washington  obtained  through  Damascus, 
early  last  August,  information  regarding  an  extremist 
terrorist  group  which  intended  to  hijack  an  American 
passenger  plane;  however,  Damascus  did  not  clearly 
identify  the  group  or  the  parties  behind  such  a  plan. 

28  July  1988 

On  this  day,  five  Lebanese  and  Palestinian  groups 
arrived  in  Tehran  aboard  a  special  Iranian  flight  which 
took  off  from  Damascus  Airport.  The  five  Lebanese  and 
Palestinian  groups  comprised  70  individuals,  some  of 
whom  are  known,  including  the  likes  of  ‘Abbas  al- 
Musawi;  Husayn  al-Musawi;  ‘Ali  Hammadi;  Ahmad 
(al-Mughniyah),  cousin  of  ‘Imad  (al-Mughniyah);  ‘Ali 
al-’Afi;  Ibrahim  al-Amin;  ‘Ali  Shammas;  Abu-Fadi; 
Ahmad  al-’Umlah;  and  Abu-Muhammad  al-Najafi. 

After  a  short  stop  in  Tehran,  the  five  groups — accompa¬ 
nied  by  several  intelligence  officials  of  the  Revolutionary 
Guard,  and  the  Assistant  Interior  Minister,  Ahmad 
Akhundi — flew  to  the  city  of  Mashhad  on  an  Iranian 
passenger  plane  on  a  normal  flight  from  Tehran  to 
Mashhad. 

After  visiting  the  tomb  of  the  eighth  Shi’ite  imam.  Imam 
‘Ali  Ibn-Musa  al-Rida,  in  Mashhad,  members  of  the  five 
groups  went  by  bus  to  the  Vakil  Abad  Camp,  located 
northwest  of  Mashhad.  Three  days  later,  some  members 
of  the  aforementioned  groups  returned  to  Tehran,  while 
others  remained  at  the  camp. 

An  Iranian  jumbo  passenger  plane  transported  54  Leba¬ 
nese  and  Palestinians  to  Damascus,  after  the  conclusion  of 
their  special  training  period  at  the  Vakil  Abad  Camp, 
where  youth  are  trained  in  the  specialties  of  hijacking 
aircraft  and  blowing  up  military  and  industrial  installa¬ 
tions. 


28  August  1988 

Ahmad  Jibril  arrived  in  Tehran  again,  accompanied  by 
five  of  his  followers.  They  were  transported  from  the 
Mehrabad  Airport  to  the  Laleh  (Savka)  Intercontinental 
Hotel,  where  they  spent  three  days,  during  which  they  met 
with  Iran’s  interior  minister,  the  commander  of  the  Guard, 
Mohsen  Reza’i,  and  the  Guard’s  intelligence  chief, 
Naqqashan.  During  these  meetings,  Jibril  spoke  of  the 
difficulties  being  encountered  by  his  and  other  groups 
involved  in  the  plan  to  hijack  American  aircraft,  especially 
the  difficulties  pertaining  to  reconnoitering  and  monitor¬ 
ing  the  movements  of  American  civil  aircraft,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  America  had  upgraded  its  security  measures 
in  all  airports  of  the  world  a  few  weeks  before. 

Jibril  recommended  that  the  aircraft  hijacking  plan  be 
exchanged  for  another  plan,  which  would  require  attack¬ 
ing  and  blowing  up  American  aircraft  in  areas  close  to 
four  airports:  the  Athens  airport.  The  Larnaca  airport, 
the  Copenhagen  airport,  and  the  Helsinki  airport.  After 


a  long  discussion,  it  was  resolved  to  conduct  a  compre¬ 
hensive  investigation  regarding  the  possibility  of  attack¬ 
ing  and  blowing  up  American  aircraft  in  the  airports 
indicated  by  Ahmad  Jibril. 

4  September  1988 

In  Beirut,  Ahmad  Jibril  met  with  the  Iranian  Charge 
d’ Affaires,  Hoseyn  Niknam  (Abu-Hamd),  who  informed 
him  that  his  friends  in  Tehran  preferred  to  blow  up  an 
American  passenger  plane  with  its  passengers,  if  that  was 
possible,  by  bombing  the  plane  upon  take-off  or  landing. 
Tehran  also  informed  him  that  nothing  stood  in  the  way 
of  its  support  and  financing  of  the  operation. 

7  September  1988 

On  this  day,  Hoseyn  Niknam,  accompanied  by  Mohsen 
(Armin),  Iran’s  intelligence  chief  in  Beirut,  went  to  the 
barracks  of  Shaykh  ‘Abdallah  in  Baalbek,  where  he  met 
with  Ahmad  Jibril,  Shaykh  Ibrahim  al-Amin,  Shaykh 
Subhi  al-Tafili,  three  Armenians  cooperating  with  Jibril, 
and  a  Turkish  engineer  who  had  arrived  in  Baalbek  two 
days  earlier  by  way  of  Damascus  on  a  Moroccan  pass¬ 
port.  Niknam  introduced  the  Turkish  engineer  to  Jibril 
as  “Rasit  Mehmet,”  a  Hezbollah  official  in  West  Ger¬ 
many,  and  a  technical  engineer  at  the  Frankfurt  airport. 

14  September  1988 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  home  of  Iran’s  Interior 
Minister,  ‘Ali  Akbar  Mohtashemi,  on  Efriqah  Street  in 
Tehran.  It  was  attended  by  a  special  representative  of 
Ahmad  Jibril,  Salah  Muhammad,  as  well  as  ‘Imad  (al- 
Mughniyah),  who  had  been  residing  in  Tehran  since 
emerging  from  the  Kuwaiti  plane  hijacked  to  Iran’s 
Mashhad  Airport  the  previous  year.  It  was  also  attended 
by  a  Turkish  representative  of  the  Hezbollah  Party  in 
Iran  named  Muhammad  Hatimi,  and  a  member  of  the 
dissident  Armenian  Secret  Army,  Hayro  Karabetian. 
During  the  meeting,  the  latest  changes  in  the  first  plan, 
which  had  been  presented  earlier  in  Baalbek,  were  pre¬ 
sented.  Mohtashemi  distributed  roles  again  in  this  meet¬ 
ing.  The  following  is  Mohtashemi’s  chart: 

a.  The  committee  supervising  the  operation  com¬ 
prised:  Hamid  Reza  Naqqashan,  Mohsen  Reza’i,  Ahmad 
Jibril,  and  Ibrahim  al-Amin. 

b.  The  committee  coordinating  between  the  parties 
participating  in  the  operation  comprised:  Ibrahim  Abu- 
Sahlah  (Palestinian),  ‘Imad  (al-Mughniyah)  (Lebanese), 
Muhammad  Hatimi  (Turkish),  Mohsen  (Armin)  (an  Ira¬ 
nian),  Abu-Fadi  (Palestinian),  ‘Ali  Hammadi  (Lebanese). 

c.  The  committee  tasked  with  carrying  out  the  opera¬ 
tion  included  Turkish  engineer  Rasit  Mehmet,  Arme¬ 
nian  Hayro  Karabetian,  Ahmad  (al-Mughniyah),  Reza 
(Khaskar),  the  chief-of-staff  of  the  Revolutionary  Guard 
in  Lebanon,  and  eight  Lebanese  and  Palestinians  trained 
previously  in  Tehran. 
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d.  Mohtashemi  specified  the  names  of  three  individu¬ 
als  who  would  be  responsible  for  giving  the  green  light  to 
carry  out  the  operation.  They  are:  Rasul  Qassab  Qara’i 
(Iranian  consul  in  Frankfurt),  Manuchehr  (Tali’ 
Masuleh)  (an  Iranian  intelligence  official  in  Switzerland, 
expelled  by  Swiss  authorities  two  months  ago),  and 
Biazar  Shirazi  (Iran’s  ambassador  to  Greece).  It  should 
be  noted  that  Mohtashemi  added  another  name  to  this 
list,  Danesh  Yazdi,  the  Iranian  ambassador  to  Sweden. 

27  September  1988 

Ahmad  Jibril  informed  the  Iranian  intelligence  official 
in  Beirut,  Mohsen  (Armin),  of  the  arrival  of  nine  special 
groups  in  the  following  cities,  to  carry  out  “the  difficult 
mission’’:  Frankfurt,  Helsinki,  Copenhagen,  Lamaca, 
Athens,  Oslo,  Bangkok,  Singapore  and  Karachi.  Each 
group  comprised  three  individuals  tasked  with  coordi¬ 
nating  with  the  terrorist  cell  in  the  pertinent  country.  For 
example,  the  group  that  arrived  in  Helsinki  had  to 
contact  a  cell  subordinate  to  Hizballah,  while  the  group 
that  arrived  in  Athens  had  to  contact  an  Iranian  cell, 
whose  representative  is  (Sa’iq)  Biazar  Shirazi,  alias  Nur 
Mofidi.  Mohtashemi  announced  that  the  code  name  for 
the  operation  would  be  “revenge”.” 

4  October  1988 

Danish  authorities  received  several  reports  indicating 
the  presence  of  a  terrorist  cell  among  Iranian  refugees, 
and  several  (Iraqis)  who  had  been  recruited  by  Tehran, 
and  sent  to  Denmark  to  request  political  asylum. 

8  October  1988 

Authorities  in  Bangkok  discovered  an  enormous  quan¬ 
tity  of  explosives  in  an  area  near  the  Bangkok  Airport. 

12  October  1988 

An  urgent  cable  arrived  in  Tehran  from  Mohsen  (Armin) 
in  Beirut.  The  cable  contained  news  of  the  arrival  of  the 
special  cargo  at  the  specified  areas. 

28  October  1988 

During  a  small  meeting  held  in  the  old  Iranian  embassy 
building  in  Beirut,  attended  by  Jibril,  (Armin), 
(Khaskar),  and  Ibrahim  al-Amin,  Jibril  informed  the 
latter  that  a  new  group  comprising  four  people  had 
joined  the  previous  group  in  Frankfurt,  which  would 
apparently  be  the  first  theater  for  an  act  of  revenge  on 
Americans,  [passage  omitted] 

11  November  1988 

German  authorities  received  several  reports  concerning 
the  presence  of  a  terrorist  cell  in  Frankfurt,  which 
intended  to  attack  American  interests,  [passage  omitted] 


26  November  1988 

The  West  German  police  continued  its  investigations  of 
the  terrorist  cell  in  Frankfurt.  During  the  last  week  of 
November  1988,  five  Neareasterners  were  arrested, 
three  of  whom  carried  forged  Jordanian  passports.  The 
police  found  in  their  possession,  huge  quantities  of 
explosives,  automatic  weapons,  and  a  medium  tape 
recorder  containing  250  grams  of  the  high  explosive, 
semtex.  On  the  same  day,  the  American  embassy  in 
Helsinki  received  a  warning  from  an  unidentified  man 
regarding  the  possibility  of  a  hijacking  or  attack  against 
a  plane  belonging  to  the  Pan  Am  Company. 

7  December  1988 

Jibril  informed  Mohsen  (Armin)  that  the  setback  to  the 
operation  caused  by  the  arrest  of  several  partisans  in 
Germany  had  been  compensated  by  the  arrival  of  three 
new  persons  in  Frankfurt. 

15  December  1988 

The  Iranian  embassy  in  Beirut  organized,  at  the  Carlton 
Hotel,  a  conference  entitled  “an  international  conference 
to  support  the  Palestinian  uprising.”  Journalistic  and 
political  circles  displayed  no  interest  in  this  conference, 
but  the  American  embassy  in  Beirut  followed  its  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  ascertained  the  identities  of  those  participating 
in  it.  Ahmad  Jibril,  Abu-Musa,  Abu-Fadi,  Ibrahim  al- 
Amin,  Abu-Muhammad  al-Najafi  (from  the  al-Da’wah 
Party,  Ahmad  Hasan  (Mihna),  Sa’id  Sha’ban,  and  ‘Ali 
‘Amar  were  among  the  prominent  personalities  at  the 
conference,  whose  concluding  communique  contained  a 
vague  reference  to  the  approach  of  the  date  for  revenge  on 
America  in  retaliation  for  its  crime  against  the  Iranian  civil 
aircraft  over  the  Gulf  at  the  beginning  of  last  summer. 

20  December  1988 

Eng  Rasit  Mehmet,  and  two  of  his  companions  received 
a  special  shipment  from  Hayro  Karabetian  at  the  Frank¬ 
furt  airport,  as  the  latter  was  on  his  way  to  Denmark  on 
a  Turkish,  political  refugee  passport. 

On  the  same  day,  Rashid  Mehmet  received  the  green 
light  to  carry  out  the  operation  from  Rasul  Qassab 
Qara’i.  The  morning  of  21  December  was  selected  to 
carry  out  the  operation,  after  the  Iranian  embassy  in 
Beirut  received  information  indicating  that  the  five 
American  intelligence  agents  would  be  going  to  America 
via  Frankfurt  on  a  Pan  Am  morning  flight  which  would 
pass  over  Britain. 

21  December 

The  American  passenger  plane  crashed  over  Lockerbie. 
While  an  unknown  group  in  Beirut  called  the  Islamic 
Revolution  Guard  claimed  responsibility  for  the  inci¬ 
dent,  the  Iranian  foreign  ministry  issued  a  communique 
in  which  it  strongly  denied  reports  alleging  that  Iran  was 
behind  the  incident. 
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Other  models  of  aircraft  on  show  are  the  NC-212  and 
CN-235.  Both  are  transport  planes  which  can  be  civilian 
and  military. 

On  show  also  is  a  model  of  the  Indonesian  NBO-105 
helicopter. 

Mr  Sugordo  lauded  the  way  the  Baghdad  fair  military 
exhibition  was  organised. 

Thirty-three  French  firms  showed  their  products  on  total 
of  2,000  sq.m,  indoor  and  600  sq.m,  outdoor  areas. 

French  participation  is  the  biggest  after  Iraq’s  pavilion. 
Hundreds  of  items  are  on  display  ranging  from  small 
communications  systems  to  tanks  and  jet  fighters. 

Coordinator  of  the  French  participation  in  the  Exhibi¬ 
tion,  Ms  Carole  Depuy  said  that  this  is  the  largest  French 
participation  in  military  exhibitions  in  the  Middle  East. 

A  group  of  Italian  firms  are  represented  in  the  Exhibi¬ 
tion.  On  a  total  of  200  square  metres  Melara  Club  is 
showing  a  variety  of  products  mainly  models  of  ships, 
combat  systems,  missiles  and  guns. 

Mr  Sergio  J.  Castagndli,  Director  General  of  Melara 
Club,  told  THE  BAGHDAD  OBSERVER  that  28  Italian 
firms  are  represented  in  the  Club. 

These  firms  also  produce  merchant  and  passenger  ships 
and  oil  platforms.  They  sell  ships  to  various  countries. 

The  group  took  part  in  many  international  exhibitions. 
Recently  they  participated  in  Egypt’s  military  exhibition 
and  they  are  going  to  take  part  in  an  exhibition  in 
Turkey. 

AGUSTA  group  represents  1 8  companies.  The  group  is 
displaying  models  of  military  and  civilian  helicopters, 
planes  and  aerospace  systems. 

Attilio  Pietrangeli,  Director  of  the  group’s  stand  in  the 
Exhibition,  said  that  AGUSTA  sells  helicopters  for 
transport  to  many  countries  in  the  Arab  world.  They 
participate  almost  in  all  air  shows  and  trade  exhibitions 
held  around  the  world. 

The  group  took  part  in  exhibitions  held  in  Greece, 
Singapore,  Egypt  among  others.  They  will  take  part  in 
Ankara  military  exhibition  this  month. 

IVECO  Fiat  company  is  also  represented  at  the  Exhibi¬ 
tion. 

The  only  item  on  show  is  a  military  ambulance.  How¬ 
ever,  IVECO  produces  a  wide-range  of  trucks,  engines, 
buses  and  special  vehicles. 


The  company’s  Defense  Division  produces  special  mili¬ 
tary  trucks  that  are  used  for  tactical  and  logistical  pur¬ 
poses. 

The  marketing  manager  of  IVECO  Mr  Sandro  Meini 
said  that  the  Baghdad  Military  Exhibition  is  well  orga¬ 
nised.  “It  reflects  the  high  level  of  technology  that  Iraq 
has  acquired  during  the  last  few  years.” 

Other  Italian  companies  in  the  pavilion  include  Marconi 
Italiana,  SMA,  Ansaldo  Sistemi,  Oto  Melara,  Riva  Cal- 
zoni,  Whitehead,  Elmer  and  others. 

Five  Polish  companies  are  exhibiting  their  products  on  a 
total  are  of  130  square  metres  indoor  and  15  square 
metres  outdoor. 

The  products  include  military  uniform,  medical  equip¬ 
ment,  models  of  agricultural  helicopters,  spare  parts  and 
others. 

Poland  produces  agricultural  planes  Ml 2.  They  are  used 
in  Iraq  for  agrieultural  purposes,  for  fighting  locusts  and 
for  training. 

China  is  represented  in  the  Exhibition  by  one  company, 
China  North  Industries  corporation  NORINCO. 

On  a  total  of  280  square  metres  the  company  displays 
models  of  tanks,  armoured  personnel  carriers,  armoured 
infantry  vehicles,  a  trench  digger,  self-propelled  howit¬ 
zers  and  guns,  anti-tank  missile  systems,  anti-tank  rocket 
launchers,  ground-to-air  missiles,  grenade  launchers,  fuel 
air  explosive  bombs  and  others. 

This  is  the  first  time  Romania  has  taken  part  in  an 
international  military  exhibition.  The  total  size  of  the 
Romanian  pavilion  is  100  square  metres. 

The  products  include  5.45  mm  submachine-gun  with 
40-mm  grenade  launcher. 

Two  Spanish  key  firms  of  military  production  are  taking 
part  in  this  world  demonstration  of  military  products. 
These  two  firms  are  Expal  and  Casa.  Expal  has  special¬ 
ised  in  developing  land,  air  and  heavy  military  equip¬ 
ment  since  1945. 

This  company,  which  is  the  major  supplier  of  the  Span¬ 
ish  Defense  Ministry,  is  also  a  key  exporter  of  military 
products  to  Europe,  Latin  America,  Africa  and  Asia.  Its 
items  include  a  variety  of  aircraft  bombs  like  VR,  BRP 
and  BME  cluster  bombs  and  deliver  bomb  BIN. 

It  manufactures  simulators  for  training  together  with 
mines  and  hand  grenades.  It  also  develops  203-mm  gun 
and  20-mm  Falcan  anti-aircraft  gun. 
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Casa  company,  which  was  established  in  1 920,  develops 
aircraft  for  the  Spanish  Royal  Air  Force.  It  also  manu¬ 
factures  aircraft  doors  of  fiber  glass,  in  addition  to 
producing  cargo  aircraft  and  training  jets. 

Three  Indian  firms  took  part  in  the  Exhibition.  The  three 
companies  are  grouped  under  one  name,  Baharat  Earth 
Movers  Ltd,  Baharat  for  Electronics  Ltd  and  Baharat 
Forge  Ltd. 

The  first  one  manufactures  construction  vehicles,  towed 
vehicles,  containers,  bulldozers,  shovels  and  other  types. 

The  second  is  specialised  in  producing  electronic  equip¬ 
ment  such  as  communication  systems  and  military  elec¬ 
tronic  devices  which  it  exports  to  other  countries. 

Baharat  Forge  Ltd  devotes  its  work  to  research  and 
development  of  nuclear  reactors  structure,  gas  cylinders 
of  satellites  and  some  parts  of  weapon  systems,  such  as 
missiles. 

Czechoslovakia  is  participating  in  the  exhibition  through 
an  affiliate  of  its  Defence  Ministry.  Omnipole.  This 
Department  is  in  charge  of  military  equipment  for 
exports.  It  trades  with  training  jets,  small  cargo  aircraft, 
automatic  artillery,  simulator  systems,  tanks,  armoured 
personnel  carriers,  rocket  launchers,  light  arms,  muni¬ 
tions,  radars,  and  others. 

Other  activities  of  Omnipole  include  maintenance  ser¬ 
vices  of  aircraft  and  vehicles. 

Four  major  Greek  companies  are  attending  the  Baghdad 
Exhibition  for  Military  Production.  These  are  Hellenic 
Aerospace  Industry  Ltd,  Hellenic  Arms  Industry  EBO, 
SA,  Hellenic  Shipyards  Company  and  Pyrkal  Greek 
pounder  and  Cartridge  Company  SA. 

The  Hellenic  Aerospace  Company  provides  mainte¬ 
nance  services  for  military  and  civilian  aircraft  in  many 
countries  in  the  world,  such  as  Mirage  If-1  and  helicopter 
gunship  Bell. 


Committee  To  Probe  Complaints  by  Provincial 
Candidates 

44000528  Baghdad  BAGHDAD  OBSERVER  in  English 
3  May  89  p  2 

[Article  by  Akram  T.  Hassan] 

[Text]  The  National  Assembly  has  formed  a  1 9-member 
committee  to  look  into  objections  raised  by  some  candi¬ 
dates  to  last  month’s  polls  in  some  Iraqi  provinces,  said 
Speaker  of  the  National  Assembly,  Mr  Sa’di  Mahdi 
Salih. 

Mr  Salih  told  THE  BAGHDAD  OBSERVER  that  the 
committee  will  listen  to  the  people  concerned  and  probe 
their  complaints. 


He  said  that  in  case  their  objections  were  proved  right, 
elections  would  have  to  be  repeated  in  their  areas. 
Otherwise,  the  results  would  be  considered  final,  he  said. 

Mr  Salih  added  that  the  committee  will  be  acting  in  the 
light  of  rules  of  procedure  which  provide  for  verifying 
the  process  of  elections  and  allow  for  objections.  It  is 
quite  normal  to  find  candidates  complaining  in  any 
elections,  said  the  Speaker. 

One  of  the  most  important  tasks  of  the  new  National 
Assembly,  which  was  elected  on  April  1,  will  be  passing 
a  new  permanent  constitution  for  the  country  proposed 
by  President  Saddam  Husayn  last  year,  said  the  Speaker. 

Specialised  committees  are  currently  working  on  a  draft 
of  the  permanent  constitution  which  will  be  discussed  by 
the  National  Assembly  when  completed.  Mr  Salih  said 
the  constitution  will  need  sufficient  time  for  discussion 
and  a  good  deal  of  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Assembly 
and  experts. 

He  added  that  the  public,  the  media  and  people’s  organ¬ 
isations  will  also  have  a  say  in  the  new  constitution. 

The  Speaker  said  other  new  items  scheduled  in  the 
current  Assembly  programme  will  be  the  discussion  of 
many  laws,  including  those  providing  for  the  formation 
of  new  political  parties,  promotion  of  democracy  and  a 
law  giving  more  freedom  of  press. 

Mr  Salih  said  this  year’s  National  Assembly  election 
were  marked  by  more  flexible  procedures  in  comparison 
with  the  two  previous  assemblies,  particularly  as  regards 
candidates.  All  candidates  were  given  equal  publicity 
opportunities  whether  members  of  the  Arab  Ba’th 
Socialist  Party  or  not.  Members  of  the  ABSP  had  no 
privileges  in  the  elections  and  all  candidates  enjoyed  the 
same  facilities. 

The  first  National  Assembly  was  elected  in  1980  and  the 
second  in  1984.  As  for  the  current  Assembly  it  was 
elected  during  peace  after  eight  years  of  war.  The  Iraq- 
Iran  war  started  on  September  4,  1980  and  a  ceasefire 
took  hold  on  August  20,  1988. 

The  National  Assembly  now  enjoys  greater  power  and 
has  the  right  to  withdraw  confidence  from  any  govern¬ 
ment  official  including  ministers.  It  can  also  draft  and 
ratify  laws  and  regulations  including  areas  related  to  the 
country’s  foreign  policy. 

The  Speaker  added  that  the  National  Assembly  will  play 
an  important  role  in  enhancing  democratic  practices 
initiated  by  President  Saddam  Husayn.  The  new  consti¬ 
tution  will  allow  the  formation  of  a  multi-party  system 
and  new  parties  will  have  the  right  to  be  represented  in 
the  National  Assembly.  When  new  parties  are  estab¬ 
lished,  the  National  Assembly  would  be  dissolved  and 
new  elections  would  be  held,  said  the  Speaker. 
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New  Drone  Competes  for  US  Contracts 

44230125  Tel  Aviv  YEDI'OT  AHARONOT 
in  Hebrew  16  May  89  p  2 


[Text]  Israel  Aerospace  Industries  (lAI)  yesterday 
unveiled  the  “Impact”  drone,  currently  competing  for  a 
US  government  tender.  The  upgraded  drone  is  the  fourth 
generation  of  the  craft,  developed  by  lAI,  and  according 
to  experts  is  the  most  advanced  of  its  type  in  the  world. 
The  Impact  model  drone  is  equipped  to  carry  out  intel¬ 
ligence  collection  missions  in  real  time,  and  to  cite 
targets  for  laser-guided  weapons.  The  drone  is  6  meters 
in  length,  and  its  wing  span  is  approximately  8  meters. 
The  drone  is  powered  by  two  engines,  one  in  the  nose 
and  the  other  in  the  tail.  It  can  carry  a  75  kilogram 
payload  and  can  travel  for  up  to  12  hours.  Its  maximum 
altitute  is  19,000  feet. 

The  Impact  model  drone  is  being  developed  by  the 
MALAT  factory  of  lAI  [“MALAT”  is  the  Hebrew 
acronym  for  “drone”].  The  manager  of  MALAT,  Dr 
David  Harari,  stated  yesterday  that  the  Impact  can 
take  off  with  television  equipment,  and  take  infrared 
photos  on  night  missions,  and  with  a  laser-guided 
range  finder  can  pinpoint  targets  for  laser-guided 
weapons.  lAI  has  already  debuted  two  laser-guided 
“smart”  bombs  which  are  set  on  target  with  sighting 
devices  which  are  either  set  up  on  the  ground,  or 
mounted  on  a  manned  aircraft  or  a  drone. 

The  Impact  can  take  off  from  a  short  runway,  or  with  the 
help  of  booster  rockets  when  no  runway  is  available.  The 
drone  transmits  a  television  picture  of  the  area  over 
which  it  is  flying,  which  is  then  transmitted  over  a 
specialized  anti-jamming  broadcast  channel. 

Two  weeks  ago  the  American  Defense  Department 
advertised  the  first  state  of  a  tender,  the  goal  of  which  is 
to  equip  the  US  Army  and  Air  Force  with  drones  for 
various  purposes. 

The  Impact  is  competing  with  two  groups  of  American 
companies,  at  the  head  of  one  group  is  IBM,  and  at  the 
head  of  the  other  is  the  aircraft  manufacturer  McDonnell 
Douglas.  A  third  competitor  is  the  British  firm  G.A.C. 
By  July  the  Americans  will  choose  two  of  the  four 
companies  and  order  two  test  systems  from  them. 

These  days  the  Malat  factory  is  busy  assembling  the  last 
of  the  Pioneer  model  drones  purchased  by  the  US  Navy. 
This  model  of  drone  is  stationed  mostly  on  the  decks  of 
ships  in  the  E.O.B.  [electronic  order  of  battle]  system. 
They  have  logged  over  2,000  hours  of  flying  time,  most 
of  which  has  been  carried  out  in  the  Persian  Gulf. 


New  IDF  Manpower  Branch  Appointment 

TA0706052189  Jerusalem  Radio  in  Hebrew 
0405  GMT  7  Jun  89 

[Excerpt]  Brigadier  General  Ram  Goren  of  the  Air  Force 
has  been  appointed  chief  of  the  IDF  [Israel  Defense 
Forces]  Manpower  Branch  in  the  General  Command, 
replacing  Major  General  Matan  Vilna’i.  Vilna’i  has  been 
mentioned  as  a  candidate  to  replace  Maj  Gen  ‘Amram 
Mitzna’  as  commander  of  the  Central  Command.  Other 
senior  General  Command  appointments  are  expected 
soon.  Our  army  affairs  correspondent  Karmela  Menashe 
has  learned  the  details: 

For  the  first  time  an  Air  Force  officer  is  being  appointed 
chief  of  the  Manpower  Branch.  Up  to  now  it  has  usually 
been  headed  by  Ground  Forces  officers.  Gen  Goren,  47, 
has  been  deputy  Air  Force  commander  for  the  past  2 
years.  During  his  IDF  service  he  has  been  a  base  com¬ 
mander,  a  squadron  commander,  commander  of  the  Air 
Force  operations  branch,  and  held  other  senior  posts.  He 
has  an  M.A.  in  administration,  resides  in  Ramat  Hash- 
aron,  and  is  married  and  a  father  of  four.  Geh  Goren  will 
be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  general  and  will  take 
over  from  Gen  Matan  Vilna’i,  one  of  the  candidates  to 
replace  Gen  Mitzna’,  the  commander  of  the  Central 
Command,  [passage  omitted] 


Economic  Options  in  Territories  Analyzed 

TA2305 172689  Tel  Aviv  YEDTOT  AHARONOT 
in  Hebrew  23  May  89  p  7 

[Editorial  Report]  The  business  supplement  of  the  23 
May  edition  of  the  Hebrew  daily  YEDI’OT  AHA¬ 
RONOT  carries  an  article  by  Tel  Aviv  University  Pro¬ 
fessors  Gid’on  Fishelson  and  Dr  Yo’el  Raban,  research¬ 
ers  for  the  Hammer  Fund  for  Economic  Cooperation  in 
the  Middle  East  and  the  Center  for  Technological  Fore¬ 
casting,  entitled:  “Israel  and  the  Territories— Economic 
Scenarios.”  The  article  is  divided  into  several  chapters, 
some  of  which  are  in  turn  subdivided,  each  providing 
alternative  theories  as  to  the  future  of  the  economies  of 
Israel  and  the  territories  under  various  conditions. 

The  article  aims  to  “assess  the  economic  projections,  of 
various  political  arrangements  between  Israel  and  the 
territories.”  The  authors  stress  that  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  economy,  “the  nature  of  the  future  ties 
constitute  the  basic  difference  between  the  various  sce¬ 
narios,”  the  main  point  of  all  the  scenarios  being  the 
question  of  “whether  the  border  between  Israel  and  the 
territories  is  closed  or  open  to  the  passage  of  workers,  , 
merchandise,  services,  and  capital.” 

In  the  first  chapter,  the  authors  outline  the  situation  of' 
the  territories’  economy  as  compared  to  that  of  Israel  on 
the  eve  of  the  uprising  in  the  territories,  stating  that  “the 
economy  of  the  territories  depends  on  the  Israeli  econ¬ 
omy  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  latter  does  on  the 
economy  of  the  territories.” 
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The  second  chapter  examines  the  economic  projections 
of  a  total  severance  of  the  two  economies.  One  of  the 
consequences  for  Israel  is  that  it  will  have  to  evacuate 
Jewish  settlers  and  civilian  and  military  installations 
from  the  territories.  The  cost  of  the  latter,  in  addition  to 
the  cost  of  installing  an  alarm  system  along  the  new 
border,  is  estimated  at  “between  $3  and  $5  billion,  to  be 
spread  over  2  to  3  years.”  An  additional  sum  of  $3  to  $5 
billion  will  be  required  for  the  evacuation  and  resettle¬ 
ment  inside  the  Green  Line  of  some  20,000  Jewish 
settler  families. 

The  authors  estimate  that  the  military  and  civilian 
evacuation  will  decrease  Israel’s  national  product  by 
about  3  percent  in  the  1st  year  as  compared  to  the 
previous  year.  “Per  capita  consumption  will  decline  by 
approximately  4.5  percent  in  the  1st  year  and  will  return 
to  the  same  level  only  after  more  than  4  years.”  Another 
consequence  is  a  further  rise  in  foreign  debt.  The  authors 
believe  that  “increased  U.S.  aid  will  diminish  these 
damages  to  the  Israeli  economy.  Additional  civilian  aid 
of  about  $5  billion  for  each  evacuation  year  will  neutral¬ 
ize  the  damage  of  the  evacuation,  but  not  the  damage  of 
the  economic  severance.” 

As  for  the  territories,  the  impact  of  dissociation  “will  be 
severe  to  the  point  of  crisis,”  the  main  problem  being 
that  of  “preserving  total  consumption  and  investment, 
as  well  as  per  capita  economic  resources,  at  the  1986 
level.  Since  the  population  of  the  territories  increases  at 
an  annual  rate  of  3.5  percent,  resources  should  grow  at 
the  same  rate.  Moreover,  out  of  concern  for  political  and 
social  stability,  the  level  of  consumption  and  investment 
should  grow  at  an  annual  rate  of  at  least  2  percent.” 

Another  aspect  of  the  economy  in  the  territories,  exports, 
will  suffer  a  drop  of  about  47  percent.  This  includes  a 
loss  of  income  from  work  in  Israel  and  the  loss  of  an 
export  market.  In  real  terms,  the  drop  in  exports  and 
imports  will  stand  at  about  40  percent.  The  overall 
expected  damage  under  this  scenario  will  be  a  foreign 
trade  deficit  of  $1  to  $1.3  billion.  Another  deficit  of 
about  $2  billion  annually  will  stem  from  the  required 
growth  in  public  consumption  and  local  investment.  The 
authors  state  that  “To  prevent  the  need  for  $2  billion 
worth  of  aid  over  a  prolonged  period,  it  is  necessary  to 
locate  resources  for  investment  in  the  territories,” 
which— due  to  the  water  shortage  problem — will  be 
mainly  in  industry.  Investment  in  industry  will  have  to 
supply  jobs  to  about  200,000  workers,  the  total  required 
investment  for  which  stands  at  approximately  $3  billion 
to  be  spread  over  several  years. 

The  third  chapter  deals  with  the  option  of  a  continued 
incorporation  of  economies,  which  “can  serve  as  a  lever 
for  developing  the  territories  without  lowering  its  popu¬ 
lation’s  standard  of  living,  provided  investments  in  local 
industrial  plants  are  made.”  The  authors  estimate  that  in 
this  eventuality,  “Israel  will  have  to  absorb  the  annual 
addition  of  3.5  percent  of  manpower  from  the  territo¬ 
ries,”  which  will  generate  an  annual  growth  rate  of  about 


4.6  percent,  an  annual  growth  of  2.5  percent  in  the  rate 
of  per  capita  consumption,  and  a  decrease  in  foreign 
debt  at  an  average  annual  rate  of  about  2.7  percent.  The 
authors  warn,  however,  that  the  proportionate  increase 
of  workers  from  the  territories  in  the  Israeli  market  can 
generate  a  dependency  which  is  liable  to  paralyze  some 
parts  of  the  Israeli  economy  in  the  event  of  unrest. 

The  article  goes  on  to  present  six  “scenarios,”  each  of 
which  examines  the  impact  on  the  economy. 

In  “Scenario  A;  A  Continued  Uprising,”  the  authors 
estimate  that  in  1988  the  damages  of  the  intifadah 
[uprising]  to  the  Israeli  economy  were  between  2.5  and  3 
percent  of  the  national  product.  If  the  intifadah  either 
continues  or  escalates,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  “the 
Israeli  economy  is  greatly  dependent  on  foreign  trade,” 
the  impact  on  Israel’s  economy  “can  be  serious  as  a 
result  of  the  erosion  of  its  image  among  friendly 
countries.”  The  fact  that  the  water  shortage  will  not  be 
solved  is  another  facet  of  the  damage. 

The  economy  of  the  territories  will  bear  the  brunt  of  the 
intifadah  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  that  of  Israel. 
According  to  estimates,  “the  national  product  of  the 
territories  dropped  by  30  percent  or  more  in  1988,  and 
unemployment  grew  by  almost  25  percent.”  The  authors 
believe  that  the  economic  situation  will  deteriorate  con¬ 
tinuously,  “if  Israel  does  not  allow  massive  unilateral 
passage  of  workers  and  the  development  of  a  local 
employment  infrastructure.” 

“Scenario  B:  Palestinian  Autonomy”  differentiates 
between  “limited  autonomy”  and  “extended  auton¬ 
omy.”  Under  the  first,  the  territories  will  be  dependent 
on  the  Israeli  and  Jordanian  financial  systems,  will  have 
no  control  over  the  distribution  of  water  resources, 
immigration,  and  customs,  and  will,  therefore,  find  it 
difficult  to  develop  and  grow.  Since  under  “extended 
autonomy”  the  territories  will  be  in  charge  of  their 
resources  jointly  with  Israel,  they  will  be  “at  least  partly 
in  control  of  their  economic  future.” 

As  for  Israel,  limited  autonomy  will  “reduce  to  a  mini¬ 
mum  the  possible  damages  to  the  Israeli  economy, 
mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  outlay  for  the  evacuation 
of  settlers  and  military  installations  will  be  very  small.” 
The  overall  impact  of  extended  autonomy  on  Israel  is 
seen  as  potentially  positive;  the  authors  foresee  national 
product  continuing  to  grow  at  an  average  annual  rate  of 
4.5  percent  and  per  capita  consumption  at  an  annual  rate 
of  2.5  percent. 

“Scenario  C:  Annexation,”  with  full  rights  given  to  the 
residents  of  the  territories,  is  seen  as  “potentially  dam¬ 
aging  to  certain  sectors  in  Israel,”  such  as  agriculture  and 
industry.  In  addition,  “Israel  will  have  to  provide  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  territories  with  a  public  service  infrastruc¬ 
ture,”  while  “the  potential  to  raise  capital  in  the  territo¬ 
ries  themselves  is  very  low.” 
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Another  possibility  is  annexation  without  granting  the 
residents  full  rights.  Indirectly,  this  option  can  be  signif¬ 
icantly  damaging  to  Israel’s  economy,  which  depends  on 
international  trade  agreements  with  ECC  countries  and 
the  United  States.  The  implementation  of  this  option 
can  bring  about  economic  sanctions  by  various  coun¬ 
tries,  as  well  as  a  considerable  decrease  in  U.S.  aid. 
Another  possible  result  is  the  outbreak  of  a  war,  which 
“can  raise  defense  expenditures  by  some  $4  to  5  billion 
and  decrease  the  national  product  by  about  10  percent 
for  the  duration  of  1  to  2  years.” 

In  “Scenario  D:  Palestinian  State,”  the  authors  believe  that 
both  Israel  and  the  Palestinian  state  will  gain  by  allowing  a 
“continued  passage  of  workers  and  goods  between  the 
countries.”  “The  Palestinian  state’s  economic  success 
depends  on  its  ability  to  develop  its  industries.  The  total 
investment  required  for  industry,  infrastructure,  and  other 
areas  is  estimated  at  $6  to  $8  billion. 

For  Israel,  the  Palestinian  state  will  mean  a  cost  of  $5  to 
$9  billion  for  the  evacuation  of  settlers  and  military 
installations,  a  drop  of  3  to  4  percent  in  the  national 
product,  the  return  of  private  consumption  to  the  level  of 
4  years  before,  and  an  annual  rise  of  2  to  3  percent  in 
foreign  debt.  The  positive  impact  on  Israel  lies  in  the 
improvement  of  Israel’s  international  standing. 

“Scenario  E:  Unilateral  Withdrawal  From  the  Gaza 
Strip”  states  that  since  about  60  percent  of  the  Strip’s 
manpower  is  employed  in  Israel,  all  aspects  of  its  econ¬ 
omy  will  suffer.  Revenue  will  decrease  by  60  to  70 
percent,  causing  a  drop  of  50  percent  in  private  con¬ 
sumption.  As  a  result,  “Gaza’s  national  product  will 
drop  to  20  to  25  percent  of  its  present  volume;”  unem¬ 
ployment  will  stand  at  50  percent.  Only  an  injection  of 
an  estimated  $500  million  for  each  of  the  initial  years 
will  compensate  for  the  loss  of  revenue  resulting  from  the 
severance  from  Israel. 

The  direct  damage  to  Israel  “will  be  quite  negligible,” 
with  a  maximum  drop  of  1  percent  in  the  national 
product  for  2  to  3  years. 

In  “Scenario  F:  Jordanian  Rule,”  the  authors  say  that  the 
territories’  economy  will  be  dependent  on  massive  for¬ 
eign  aid  for  a  long  time,  although  the  Jordanian  financial 
system  can  assist  in  raising  foreign  capital,  establishing 
industrial  plants,  and  in  spheres  such  as  “education, 
health,  the  development  of  water  resources,”  and  others. 

In  some  aspects,  the  economic  impact  of  this  scenario  on 
Israel  is  similar  to  that  of  a  Palestinian  state.  “Without 
additional  foreign  aid  in  the  first  years  after  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  federation  and  the  economic  dissociation 
from  Israel,  the  economic  impact  on  the  State  of  Israel 
can  be  grave.  The  establishment  of  the  federation  and  its 
economie  incorporation  with  Israel,  however,  will  help 
Israel  create  an  economic  bridge  into  Jordan,  and 
through  Jordan  into  other  Arab  countries.”  This  will  also 
help  solve  the  water  problem. 


KUWAIT 


Gulf  Bank  To  Revamp  Operations,  Management 

44000521  Kuwait  ARAB  TIMES  in  English 
4-5  May  89  p  7 

[Article  by  Jadranka  Porter] 

[Text]  In  a  move  to  position  itself  for  the  1990s  the  Gulf 
Bank  is  planning  a  major  revamping  of  its  entire  opera¬ 
tion  amidst  dismay  at  Kuwait  government’s  apparent 
inability  to  remove  barriers  that  block  the  country’s  way 
towards  greater  economic  prosperity. 

The  first  casualty  in  the  Gulf  Bank’s  emerging  long-term 
plan  aimed  at  lowering  the  cost  and  improving  the 
performance  will  be  wasta  and  unproductive  workers, 
the  bank’s  recently  elected  chairman  Dr  ‘Abd-al-’Aziz 
Sultan  al-’Isa  told  the  ARAB  TIMES. 

Management 

“I  will  not  tolerate  wasta,  and  non-performers.  We  have 
a  lot  of  them,”  said  al-’Isa  pointing  out  that  the  wide¬ 
spread  use  of  influence  is  a  remnant  of  tribalism  which 
hampers  development  in  the  private  and  public  sectors. 
Public  administration,  itself  deep  in  discussion  on  the 
need  for  quality  management,  is  not  ready  for  the  radical 
changes  needed  to  spruce  up  its  act,  claims  al-’Isa. 

“The  government  has  poor  management  skills  and  is 
mired  in  indecision,”  he  says  stressing  that  without 
better  management  there  cannot  be  economic  prosper¬ 
ity.  The  government  may  give  the  economy  a  shot  in  the 
arm,  such  as  a  quick  solution  to  the  bad  debt  problem 
stemming  from  the  al-Manakh  crisis,  but  the  country 
needs  a  new  social,  financial  and  regulatory  environ¬ 
ment,  said  al-’Isa. 

“What  we  need  is  less  bureaucracy,  fewer  security  mea¬ 
sures,  restrictive  laws  and  a  more  open  and  free  society” 
he  insisted  echoing  remarks  frequently  voices  these  days 
among  Kuwait  businessmen. 

While  the  government  is  keeping  a  lid  on  new  reforms, 
recent  changes  in  the  Gulf  Bank,  reverberated  through¬ 
out  Kuwait  particularly  in  the  ranks  of  shareholders  of 
other  banks  and  private  firms  keen  on  similar  changes  in 
companies  whose  stock  they  own. 

Evident 

The  first  became  evident  after  Gulf  Bank  shareholders 
moved  a  month  ago  to  fire  the  former  board  of  self- 
made,  old-fashioned  direetors  and  replace  it  with  a 
younger  and  more  professional  team. 

Since  then  shareholders  of  other  banks,  keen  to  replace 
their  own  board  members,  have  been  contacting  the  Gulf 
Bank  for  advice  and  appeals  were  launched  to  the 
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government  to  show  more  determination  in  weeding  out 
unproductive  civil  servants  irrespective  of  who  they  are. 

“Shareholders  are  tired  of  board  directors  who  interfere 
in  day-to-day  company  operations.  What  happened  in 
the  Gulf  Bank  will  happen  elsewhere  in  the  private 
sector.  The  only  question  is  when,”  he  explained. 

“We  should  have  done  this  five  years  ago,”  al-Tsa  added. 
To  make  up  for  the  lost  time  al-Tsa,  who  holds  a  PhD  in 
engineering  from  the  University  of  Michigan,  has  hired  a 
top  Western  consulting  firm  with  a  task  of  forging  a 
10-year  strategic  plan,  the  first  in  the  bank’s  almost 
30-year  history. 

The  team  will  report  to  the  board  on  Oct  1  after  a 
four-month  study  on  the  bank’s  past  performance  and 
potential  for  future  development  in  the  local,  regional 
and  international  markets. 


Leadership 

In  the  meantime  al-’Isa,  49,  who  is  not  a  banker  but 
claims  leadership  skills  sharpened  during  years  he  spent 
building  up  the  successful  Kuwaiti  Engineer’s  Office 
(KEO),  is  setting  into  motion  changes  reversing  some  of 
the  old  board’s  decisions. 

Although  he  moved  office  to  the  Gulf  Bank  headquar¬ 
ters,  al-’Isa  promises  a  hands-off  board. 

“We  have  already  placed  the  management  where  it 
belongs,  in  the  hands  of  managers,”  stressed  al-’Isa 
adding  that  his  own  task  would  be  planning. 

He  also  cut  the  number  of  supervisory  committees  from 
four  to  one. 

The  bank  will  go  on  a  hiring  binge  looking  for  high- 
calibre  professionals  to  fill  in  posts  to  be  vacated  by 
non-performers  and  to  strengthen  the  management 
structure. 

Yusuf  al-’Awwadi,  the  bank’s  chief  general  manager  of 
four  years,  however  is  likely  to  remain.  “He  is  highly 
professional,”  remarked  al-’Isa. 

But  in  years  to  come  al-’Awwadi  will  probably  be  man¬ 
aging  a  somewhat  different  Gulf  Bank  from  the  one  he 
has  known  so  far. 

The  bank  is  currently  evaluating  its  organisational  struc¬ 
ture  and  with  the  help  of  foreign  consultants  will  devise 
a  new  system  to  help  it  cope  with  the  increasing  compe¬ 
tition  on  the  local  market. 

The  end-result  should  be  al-’Isa’s  view  a  first-rate  finely- 
tuned  financial  institution. 

“We  can  do  it,  we’ve  got  the  resources,”  he  contends. 


Kuwaiti  Credit  Accord  for  Road  Construction 

34I90218Z  Dakar  LE  SOLEIL  in  French 
30  Mar  89  p  6 

[Article  by  Mamadou  Traorc:  “Kuwaiti  Fund  Contrib¬ 
utes  2  Billion”] 


[Text]  Yesterday  Abdoulwahab  Al-Badcr,  deputy  direc¬ 
tor  general  of  the  Kuwaiti  Fund  for  Arab  Economic 
Development,  and  Alassane  Dialy  Ndiayc,  minister  of 
equipment,  signed  a  2.205  billion  credit  agreement  at  the 
Ministry  of  Equipment,  in  the  presence  of  the  Kuwaiti 
ambassador  to  Senegal  and  the  administrative  director 
of  the  Ministry  of  Economy  and  Finance. 

This  aid  is  to  go  towards  financing  the  Dialakoto- 
Kedougou  road  stretching  158.5  km.  The  financing 
agreement  was  signed  yesterday  morning  at  the  Equip¬ 
ment  Ministry  by  Abdoulwahab  Al-Bader,  deputy  direc¬ 
tor  general  of  the  Kuwaiti  Fund  for  Arab  Economic 
Development  and  the  Senegalese  equipment  minister, 
Alassane  Dialy  Ndiaye.  The  documents  signed  yesterday 
are  part  of  the  Fund’s  overall  assistance  to  our  country 
which  amounts  to  39.4  billion. 

In  appreciation  of  the  valuable  Kuwaiti  assistance,  Alas¬ 
sane  Dialy  Ndiaye  spoke  highly  of  the  support  that 
country  gives  to  Senegal  and  its  efforts  to  further  its 
development.  In  this  connection,  he  stressed  the  broad 
understanding  shown  by  the  Fund’s  authorities  in  exam¬ 
ining  Senegal’s  projects. 


Permanent  Link 

Abdoulwahab  Al-Bader  said  he  was  pleased  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  efforts  to  open  up  the  eastern  part  of  Senegal. 
Moreover,  he  reiterated  the  intention  of  the  Kuwaiti 
fund  “to  aid  Senegal,  the  country  of  Teranga.” 

Alassane  Dialy  Ndiaye  referred  to  the  importance 
attached  to  the  building  of  this  road.  In  fact,  this  project 
will  make  it  possible  to  have  a  permanent  link  between 
Dialakoto  and  Kedougou  by  road.  Moreover,  “this  rural 
zone,  with  great  agricultural  potential  that  has  not  yet 
been  exploited  because  of  the  lack  of  road  infrastruc¬ 
ture,”  could  see  its  overall  development  stepped  up  as  a 
result  of  this  project. 

In  addition,  this  road,  which  is  also  a  segment  of  the 
Trans-  Sahel  route  between  Dakar,  Bamako,  and  Ndja- 
mena,  will  certainly  support  the  agro-industrial  and 
mining  projects  Senegal  has  planned  for  this  eastern 
region.  It  will  promote  subregional  economic  integra¬ 
tion. 

These  are  all  the  points  referred  to  by  the  equipment 
minister  as  he  expressed  the  gratitude  of  the  people  and 
leaders  of  our  country  to  the  heads  of  the  Kuwaiti  Fund. 
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Immigration  Considered  To  Increase  Percentage 
of  Kuwaitis 

44000512  Kuwait  ARAB  TIMES  in  English 
1  May  89  p  1 

[Article  by  Hussain  Salameh] 

[Text]  Selective  immigration  is  being  considered  by  the 
demographic  policies  committee  as  a  way  of  reducing 
expatriate  manpower,  increasing  the  contribution  of 
nationals  in  the  workforce,  and  ultimately  increasing  the 
percentage  of  Kuwaitis  in  the  population  of  the  country, 
according  to  Higher  Planning  Council  General  Secretary 
Fu’ad  Mulla  Husayn. 

The  committee  is  studying  the  use  of  the  most  effective 
and  qualified  non-Kuwaitis  in  the  workforce,  he  said, 
with  a  view  to  considering  them  for  nationality.  It  is  the 
committee’s  task  to  reconcile  the  country’s  immigration 
policy  with  its  demographic  and  national  policies,  as  well 
as  the  actual  need  for  qualified  personnel  with  the 
quality  of  manpower  entering  the  country,  he  said. 

The  committee  has  studied  this  issue  in  conjunction  with 
officials  from  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  and  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Social  Affairs  and  Labour,  who  have  been 
attending  the  committee’s  meeting. 

The  Higher  Planning  Council  is  also  studying  the  real 
estate  market  and  its  importance  and  influence  in  the 
national  economy  in  general,  Husayn  said. 

LEBANON 


Al-Huss  Calls  for  Lebanese  Central  Security  Body 

NC1206095889  Beirut  Radio  in  Arabic 
0800  GMT  12  Jun  89 

[Text]  Prime  Minister  Dr  Salim  al-Huss  called  for  the 
creation  of  a  Lebanese  central  security  body  in  whatever 
form  the  tripartite  higher  committee  sees  fit.  In  an 
important,  exclusive  interview  with  (ARABALL)  news 
agency,  to  be  published  today.  Prime  Minister  al-Huss 
maintained  that  those  who  are  counting  on  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  failure  lack  faith  not  only  in  the  Arab  initiative  but 
also  in  Lebanon’s  future.  He  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
tripartite  committee  will  play  an  effective  role  in  provid¬ 
ing  the  conditions  for  Lebanese  agreement  on  a  formula 
for  constitutional  and  political  reforms,  and  on  an 
acceptable  presidential  candidate.  He  affirmed  that  the 
presidential  election  must  take  place  on  the  basis  of  prior 
agreement;  it  must  not  be  a  battle,  he  said. 

Prime  Minister  al-Huss  maintained  that  the  presidential 
election  is  not  a  security  issue  but  a  matter  of  agreement. 
Therefore,  he  said,  the  plan  of  greater  or  administrative 
Beirut  cannot  be  implemented  in  practice  under  the 
existing  division  of  authority. 
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Answering  a  question  on  reports  that  the  lifting  of  the 
blockade  must  be  accompanied  by  guarantees  that  no  arms 
will  be  imported.  Prime  Minister  al-Huss  said:  If  we  are 
really  counting  on  the  Arab  higher  committee  to  succeed  in 
its  mission,  we  must  not  expect  a  final  return  of  peace  and 
stability  to  Lebanon  before  the  completion  of  the  6-month 
period  set  by  the  Arab  summit  resolution  for  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  mission.  With  the  restoration  of  peace  and  stability 
there  will  be  no  use  for  weapons,  he  said. 

OMAN 


Progress  in  Agriculture,  Livestock  Discussed 

44040367c  Muscat  AL-WATAN  in  Arabic 
20  Mar  89  p  5 

[Interview  with  ‘Ali  Ibn -Muhammad  al-Jilani,  director 
of  the  department  of  agriculture  in  southern  al-Batinah, 
by  ‘Abd-al-Sattar  Khalif  Hadid  al-Rasibi,  date  and  place 
not  specified] 

[Text]  The  department  of  agriculture  in  southern  al- 
Batinah  and  all  its  agricultural  centers  and  veterinary 
clinics  serve  the  farmers  and  ranchers,and  they  also 
cooperate  with  the  government  establishments  in  the 
region  to  serve  the  public  interest. 

Falling  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  department  of 
agriculture  in  southern  al-Batinah  are  the  districts  of 
Quryat,  Barka’,  Nakhl,  Wadi  al-Ma’awil,  al-Masna’h, 
al-Suwayq,  al-Rustaq,  al-’Awabi,  and  Masirah,  and  the 
regions  of  al-Hajir,  Muscat,  al-Sib,  Bawshar,  and  al- 
Bustan. 

Moreover,  the  Agriculture  Bank  offers  soft  loans  to  the 
farmers,  especially  those  in  the  project  to  introduce 
modem  systems  of  irrigation  and  to  develop  and 
increase  the  local  goat  population. 

In  an  interview  with  ‘Ali  Ibn-Muhammad  al-Jilani, 
director  of  the  department  of  agriculture  in  southern 
al-Batinah,  the  conversation  dealt  with  continuing  the 
activities  of  the  Year  of  Agriculture  and  a  look  ahead  at 
the  development  of  agricultural  methods,  as  well  as  other 
subjects. 

Seven  Centers 

[ALA-WATAN]  To  begin  with  we  asked  him  about  the 
extension  units  and  centers  under  the  department  of 
agriculture  in  southern  al-Batinah. 

[Al-Jilani]  There  are  seven  centers  under  the  department’s 
jurisdiction,  namely:  Quryat,  al-Sib,  Barka’,  al-Masna’h, 
al-Suwayq,  al-Rustaq,  and  Masirah.  The  two  branches  of 
al-Hajir  and  al-Bustan  are  also  under  the  department.  The 
first  is  under  the  Quryat  center  and  serves  the  al-Hajir 
region,  and  the  second  is  under  the  al-Sib  center  and  serves 
the  region  of  Bawshar  and  Muscat. 
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Many  Services 

[AL-WATAN]  What  is  the  role  of  these  extensiton  units 
and  centers  in  offering  services  to  the  farmers,  and  what 
are  the  limits  of  these  services? 

[Al-Jilani]  These  centers  offer  the  citizens  many  services. 
Besides  field  and  extension  visits  to  the  citizens’  farms 
by  the  technicians  working  in  these  centers,  whether  in 
crop  production,  animal  husbandry  or  veterinary  ser¬ 
vices,  they  offer  subsidized  vegetable  seeds  as  well  as 
subsidized  seed  potato  and  free  wheat  and  barley  seed. 
They  also  offer  to  aid  the  farmers  with  plowing  and 
subsidize  chemical  or  organic  fertilizers,  as  well  as  sub¬ 
sidized  pesticides.  In  addition,  spraying  teams  at  these 
centers  offer  spraying  services  to  the  farmers  who  do  not 
have  spraying  equipment,  this  in  addition  to  free  aerial 
spraying  against  the  date  “dubas”  [date  leaf-hopper],  as 
well  as  collective  spraying  of  trees  free  of  charge. 

That  is  with  respect  to  plants.  With  respect  to  veterinary 
medicine,  there  is  collective  treatment  and  vaccinations, 
in  addition  to  the  services  of  veterinary  clinics  for 
treatment  of  citizens’  animals.  These  clinics  are  distrib¬ 
uted  in  all  of  the  department’s  centers,  and  they  offer 
these  services  free  of  charge. 

Soft  Loans 

On  the  role  of  the  Bank  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  in 
the  regions,  and  the  services  that  it  offers,  al-Jilani  said: 

The  bank  here  offers  soft  loans  to  the  farmers,  especially 
those  in  the  project  to  introduce  a  modern  system  of 
irrigation,  whether  they  be  in  the  agricultural  groupings 
or  in  the  project  to  develop  and  increase  the  local  goat. 

Al-Suwayq  and  Al-Masna’h 

[AL-WATAN]  We  would  like  to  shed  light  on  the  project 
to  increase  the  local  goat.  What  point  has  this  project 
reached? 

[Al-Jilani]  In  regard  to  the  pilot  project,  the  project  to 
develop  and  increase  the  local  goatpopulation,  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  agriculture  in  southern  al-Batinah  has  built  30 
animal  pens  for  shelter  in  the  districts  of  al-Suwayq  and 
al-Masna’ah  using  the  most  modern  methods. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety  head  of  local  goat  have  been 
distributed  among  29  pens,  amd  10  head  of  sheep  will  be 
sent  to  pen  number  30  after  it  is  completed.  A  modern 
system  of  irrigation  has  been  introduced  on  30  farms  in 
order  to  plant  2  feddans  to  Rhodes  grass  as  green  fodder 
for  the  animals. 

The  Regions 

About  the  regions  under  the  department’s  jurisdiction, 
al-Jilani  said: 


Coming  under  the  department’s  jurisdiction  arc  the 
districts  of  Quryat,  Barka’,  Nakhl,  Wadi  al-Ma’awil, 
al-Masna’ah,  al-Suwayq,  al-Rustaq,  al-’Awabi,  the  island 
of  Masirah,  and  the  regions  of  al-Hajir,  Muscat,  al-Sib, 
Bawshar,  and  al-Bustan. 

[AL-WATAN]  How  much  coordination  is  there  between 
the  department  and  the  other  government  agencies  in  the 
districts? 

[Al-Jilani]  The  department  always  comes  forward  with 
all  the  assistance  and  facilities  that  are  asked  of  it,  and  it 
cooperates  with  all  the  government  establishments  in  the 
region.  This  is  required  of  all  for  the  service  of  the  public 
good. 

An  Honor 

[AL-WATAN]  What  is  your  view  on  continuing  the 
activities  of  the  Year  of  Agriculture  for  the  current  year 
of  1989,  and  is  this  seen  as  an  incentive  for  more 
production  by  the  farmers  and  officials? 

[Al-Jilani]  Continuing  the  activities  of  the  Year  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  in  1989  is  an  honor  for  every  official,  technician,  and 
worker  in  the  agriculture  sector,  and  it  also  an  honour  for 
the  Omani  farmer.  It  reflects  the  extent  of  the  leader’s 
concern  for  this  vital  sector,  and  the  degree  of  national 
responsibility  cast  upon  the  shoulders  of  all  those  working 
in  this  profession,  which  is  considered  the  nerve  center  of 
life,  for  providing  food  is  seen  as  one  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  constituents  of  success  and  stability  in  any  society, 
and  this  without  doubt  is  a  strong  incentive  to  officials  and 
farmers  to  exert  more  and  reach  the  level  of  trust  and 
responsibility  with  which  the  leader  has  honored  them, 
and  achieve  higher  production  in  quantity  and  quality. 
This  is  the  goal  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
and  those  working  in  it,  God  willing. 

Well-studied  and  Organized  Methods 

(AL-WATAN]  What  is  your  prediction  concerning  the 
development  of  methods  of  farming,  fishing,  animal 
husbandry  and  beekeeping  that  will  enable  agriculture  to 
occupy  a  greater  position  in  the  sources  of  national 
income  in  the  country? 

[Al-Jilani]  In  fact,  since  1988  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  has  been  working  in  a  studied,  organized 
way  to  develop  a  farming  method  having  an  economic 
form  by  creating  a  crop  rotation  system  that  would  give 
the  ideal  crop  composition  for  every  farm  according  to 
the  type  of  soil  and  water,  and  also  by  following  modern 
systems  of  irrigation  so  as  to  overcome  the  scarcity  of 
water  resources  in  the  sultanate,  as  well  as  the  problems 
of  labor  and  of  the  methods  of  surface  irrigation.  The 
farm  groupings  are  seen  to  embody  what  we  say,  because 
this  project  aims  to  achieve  the  right  crop  rotation  for 
every  farm,  implement  advanced  farming  methods  and 
install  modern  systems  of  irrigation.  The  Ministry  of 
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Agriculture  and  Fisheries  is  working  to  have  these  farms 
be  model  farms  for  methods  of  agricultural  develop¬ 
ment,  this  in  addition  to  the  pilot  project  to  develop  and 
increase  the  local  goat  in  the  field  of  animal  production. 
With  respect  to  raising  honeybees,  there  is  also  a  project 
being  implemented  now  in  which  bee  hives  are  distrib¬ 
uted  to  the  citizens  in  the  amount  of  two  hives  per 
citizen.  Some  hives  have  already  been  distributed  to 
some  citizens,  and  the  specialist  technicians  are  follow¬ 
ing  up  on  those  hives  and  advising  the  citizens  who  have 
them  on  the  sound  methods  of  raising  them. 

Therefore  we  see  that  the  government,  to  which  thanks 
are  due,  does  not  spare  any  effort  in  offering  all  projects 
and  advanced  methods.  Of  course  there  must  be  con¬ 
stant  and  continuing  cooperation  between  the  farmers 
and  the  agricultural  extension  centers,  and  those  con¬ 
cerned  must  comply  with  the  technical  recommenda¬ 
tions,  until  we  reach  the  sought  after  goal. 


SAUDI  ARABIA 


Rabita  Finances  Islamic  Cultural  Center 

34 190239Z  Port  Louis  LE  MAURICIEN 
in  French  II  May  89  p  4 

[Article  by  Raj  Gowrea:  “15  Million  Rupees  from  Arab 
League  to  Islamic  Cultural  Center”] 


[Text]  The  signing  of  an  accord  between  the  government 
and  Rabita  providing  some  1 5  million  rupees  in  finan¬ 
cial  aid  for  creation  of  the  “Islamic  Cultural  Center”  and 
laying  of  the  center’s  cornerstone  next  Saturday  are  two 
notable  events  scheduled  to  take  place  during  the  48- 
hour  visit  to  Mauritius  of  Dr  Abdullah  Nasseef,  the 
Saudi  Arabian  secretary  general  of  Rabita. 

The  Arab  League,  through  Rabita,  is  known  for  its 
assistanee  in  training  Mauritian  cadres  to  promote  the 
expansion  of  Islamic  culture,  its  grants  of  university 
scholarships,  and  its  creation  of  reception  centers  for 
Mauritian  pilgrims  going  to  Mecca. 

Now,  as  it  is  providing  direct  assistance  for  construction 
of  the  Mauritian  Islamic  center,  Rabita  has  sent  its 
secretary  general.  Dr  Nasseef,  a  noted  Arab  world 
scholar,  to  represent  it  at  the  signing  of  the  protocol 
agreement  Saturday  at  Government  House.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  Dr  Nasseef  will  go  to  the  site  where  the  center  is  to 
be  built,  at  the  comer  of  La  Paix  and  Diore  streets  in  the 
suburbs  east  of  Port  Louis,  to  lay  the  cornerstone. 

His  delegation  also  includes  Dr  Fareed  Yassin 
Khuraishi,  Dr  Sooheil  A1  Ghamedi  and  Mr  Abdel  Azize 
Hannafi.  The  delegation  is  expected  to  arrive  in  Mauri¬ 
tius  tomorrow  afternoon.  The  program  of  activities  for 
the  delegation  also  includes  courtesy  calls  on  govern¬ 
ment  leaders. 


It  should  be  noted  that  architectural  work  on  the  edifice 
that  will  house  the  Islamic  Cultural  Center  has  already 
been  completed.  The  authorities  are  ready  to  move 
ahead  full-speed  on  the  project  as  soon  as  negotiations 
with  other  Islamic  organizations  are  concluded. 

Laser  Research  Lab  Begins  Operations 

44000525  Jeddah  ARAB  NEWS  in  English 
9  May  89  p  2 

[Text]  Riyadh,  May  8  (SPA)— The  laser  research  labora¬ 
tory  at  the  Research  Institute  of  King  Fahd  University  of 
Petroleum  and  Minerals  (KFUPM)  is  now  operational 
with  research  activities  related  to  the  basic  studies  of 
multiphoton  process  in  atoms,  spectroscopy  of  mole¬ 
cules  in  supersonic  jet-beams  ultrafast  dynamics  of  mol¬ 
ecules  in  liquids  and  turbulence  development  in  flow. 

Some  specialized  equipment  such  as  an  atom  beam  source 
and  related  accessories  were  designed  and  made  at 
KFUPM,  while  some  major  modifications  of  a  water 
channel  were  also  effected  at  KFUPM.  A  ten-fold 
improvement  on  the  degree  of  turbulence  was  obtained  on 
the  latter. 

Capabilities  exist  for  research  in  development  of  lasers 
and  for  laser  applications  in  environmental  studies, 
earth  science  and  industrial  development.  Laser  research 
is  expected  to  play  an  important  role  in  the  petrochem¬ 
ical  industry. 

On  the  other  hand,  nine  laboratories  at  the  institute  were 
dedicated  to  petroleum  and  gas  engineering,  representing  a 
broad  spectrum  of  research  capability  for  performing 
sophisticated  studies  related  to  petroleum  exploration, 
reservoir  development,  and  hydrocarbon  production. 

These  studies  were  funded  in  cooperation  with  the 
Ministry  of  Petroleum  and  Mineral  Resources  and  Saudi 
Aramco. 

Reservoir  studies  are  an  important  part  of  the  institute’s 
activities.  They  included  geological  modeling,  rock  and 
pore  characterization,  reservoir  fluid  analysis,  fluid  flow, 
core  analysis,  reservoir  simulation,  and  analytical  and 
numerical  modeling. 

Computer  software  for  well-log  interpretation  has  been 
developed  and  is  being  improved  by  the  addition  of  new 
subprograms  for  the  study  of  reservoirs.  Other  software  is 
being  developed  for  black  oil  simulation.  This  will  be  used 
to  study  the  flow  of  fluids  in  hydrocarbon  reservoirs. 

Meanwhile,  a  significant  joint  program  is  directed 
toward  understanding  the  fundamental  mechanism  of 
scale  formation,  particularly  as  it  applies  to  oil  produc¬ 
tion  facilities. 

Petroleum  and  petrochemicals  are  industrially  signifi¬ 
cant  in  Saudi  Arabia  and  the  institute  devotes  consider¬ 
able  research  to  petroleum  and  natural  gas  refining  and 
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to  the  development  and  utilization  of  petroleum  and 
petrochemicals.  Thirteen  laboratories  equipped  with  the 
most  modem  and  sophisticated  equipment  are  available 
to  the  researchers  in  this  area. 


Geophysics  Lab  To  Be  Established  at  King  Fahd 
University 

44000523  Jeddah  ARAB  NEWS  in  English 
25  Apr  89  p  2 

[Text]  Riyadh,  May  9  (SPA) — The  Research  Institute  of 
King  Fahd  University  of  Petroleum  and  Minerals  is  in 
the  process  of  establishing  facilities  for  applied  geophys¬ 
ical  research. 

A  senior  official  of  the  institute  told  the  Saudi  Press 
Agency  that  presently  a  geophysics  laboratory  is  being  set 
up  and  geophysical  equipment  is  being  procured. 

Proposals  have  been  initiated  dealing  with  the  engineer¬ 
ing  geology  requirements  for  building  a  road  across 
terrain  with  many  sinkholes  and  solution  cavities,  for  an 
investigation  of  the  oil  and  gas  prospects  of  the  Red  Sea 
and  Gulf  of  Aden,  for  improving  productivity  at  a 
marble  quarry,  for  studying  the  nonmetallic  mineral 
deposits  of  the  Eastern  Province  as  raw  materials  for 
local  industry,  and  for  a  systematic  study  of  the  building 
stone  potential  for  central  and  western  Saudi  Arabia. 

The  official  said  the  institute  has  been  able  to  offer 
practical  solutions  to  challenging  problems  of  control 
and  prediction  of  san  dune  movement. 

It  successfully  carried  out  several  sand  control  projects 
for  the  Royal  Commission  for  Jubayl  and  Yanbu’,  for  the 
Eastern  Province  international  airport  and  for  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Communications.  Currently  a  large  sand  control 
project  is  being  completed  for  the  Ministry  of  Defense 
and  Aviation. 

Considerable  success  has  been  achieved  with  the  use  of 
fences,  chemicals,  shelter  belts  and  enhanced  natural 
vegetation,  as  well  as  sand  dune  afforestation  using 
available  water  and  moisture  stored  in  the  sand  dunes. 

As  an  important  part  of  sand  control  measures,  arid  land 
botany  research  is  being  conducted  to  test  the  suitability 
of  indigenous  and  introduced  plants.  A  sand  control 
study  is  also  being  conducted  in  the  KFUPM  beach  area 
at  Half  Moon  Bay. 

The  institute’s  image  processing  center  processes  satel¬ 
lite  images  to  map  and  interpret  characteristics  of  the 
earth’s  surface,  as  well  as  shallow  bathymetry  of  the 
Arabian  Gulf 

This  center  contains  a  modern  image  processing  system 
supported  by  a  well-equipped  photographic  laboratory, 
as  well  as  the  expertise  for  processing,  analyzing  and 
printing  remote  sensing  data  acquired  from  space  and 


aerial  platforms.  Hardware  and  software  are  currently 
being  updated  which  will  make  this  a  state-of-the-art 
image  processing  system. 

The  center  maintains  landsat  multispectral  scanner 
imagery  covering  the  entire  Arabian  Peninsula,  as  well  as 
substantial  coverage  of  parts  of  Saudi  Arabia  by  thematic 
mapper  imagery. 

Some  spot  satellite  images  of  cities,  such  as  Riyadh,  have 
recently  been  obtained. 

The  satellite  data  ground  receiving  station  at  King  ‘Abd- 
al-’Aziz  City  for  Science  and  Technology  in  Riyadh  is 
envisaged  as  supplying  the  up-to-date  satellite  data 
requirements  of  the  image  processing  center. 

The  interpretation  of  satellite  imagery  has  proved  valu¬ 
able  to  the  institute’s  projects  for  sand  research,  land¬ 
scaping  and  greenification  as  well  as  for  structural  anal¬ 
ysis,  hydrologic  studies,  and  geological  mapping. 

Large  format  camera  images  have  been  used  in  mapping 
Sabkhat  and  geological  formations  in  the  area  from 
al-'Uthmaniyah  to  Dhahran.  Near-infrared  imagery  has 
also  proved  very  useful  in  detecting  quaternary  drainage 
channels  in  the  Rub’  al-Khali  and  Jafurah. 

In  addition,  the  image  processing  center  has  acquired 
satellite  images  for  interpretation  of  the  northern  Saudi 
border  area  and  for  bathymetric  and  marine  biotope 
studies  around  Abu-’Ali  Island. 

Satellite  images,  taken  by  Prince  Sultan  ibn  Salman 
during  the  shuttle  Discovery  mission  in  1985  are  being 
interpreted  geologically.  Several  paths  of  vertical  images 
from  this  mission  are  especially  useful  as  they  have  about 
60  percent  overlap  and  can  be  viewed  steroscopically. 

New  Energy  Research  Lab  Described 

44000508  Jeddah  ARAB  NEWS  in  English 
25  Apr  89  p  2 

[Text]  Riyadh,  24  April  (SPA) — A  new  energy  research 
laboratory  building  has  become  operational  at  the 
Research  Institute  of  King  Fahd  University  of  Petroleum 
and  Minerals  in  Dhahran  in  line  with  its  scientific 
program  to  ensure  growth  and  development  in  terms  of 
application  of  modem  technology,  according  to  the  insti¬ 
tute’s  progress  report  for  1988  released  here  today. 

The  new  research  laboratory  building,  which  was  com¬ 
pleted  recently,  contains  numerous  individual  laborato¬ 
ries  for  energy  systems,  basic  and  applied  physics  and 
laser  research. 

The  facility  for  instrument  repair,  maintenance  and 
calibration,  originally  intended  to  serve  the  institute,  has 
been  expanded  to  maintain  all  university  computer 
systems,  word  processors  and  scientific  equipment, 
resulting  in  considerable  monetary  savings. 
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The  institute  now  has  an  outstanding  array  of  first-class 
analytieal  systems  whieh  are  capable  of  achieving  the 
highest  international  standards  of  performance.  This  capa¬ 
bility  is  of  immense  value  to  programs  of  the  institute  and 
the  university  as  well  as  to  organizations  outside,  said  the 
institute’s  director  Dr  ‘Abdallah  I.  Dabbagh. 

During  the  period  from  1  September  1987  to  31  Decem¬ 
ber  1988,  Dabbagh  said,  the  institute  continued  to 
contribute  to  the  objectives  of  the  Kingdom’s  5-year 
development  plan.  “Solutions  to  many  problems  related 
to  the  Kingdom’s  needs  are  being  developed  in  the 
institute  by  applying  modem  technology.  Special  empha¬ 
sis  is  given  to  using  local  resources  and  to  strengthening 
local  capabilities,”  he  added. 

Dabbagh  said  the  institute  is  heavily  engaged  in  activi¬ 
ties  encompassing  major  aspects  of  technical  research: 
basic  research  and  technology  transfer  for  the  benefit  of 
the  community  it  serves. 

He  added  that  the  institute’s  growth  and  progress  is  due 
in  large  part  to  the  active  support  and  encouragement  of 
the  Saudi  government.  He  also  thanked  the  minister  of 
higher  education  and  the  university’s  Rector  Dr  Bakr  A. 
Bakr  for  their  support  and  encouragement  to  the  insti¬ 
tute  in  realizing  its  mission. 

Significant  programs  are  progressing  in  areas  of  petro¬ 
leum,  petrochemicals,  water  resources,  environment 
impact,  construction  materials,  mineral  resources,  mea¬ 
surements  and  standards,  energy  resources  and  distribu¬ 
tion,  economics  and  management  techniques. 

During  the  period  under  review,  some  of  the  institute’s 
specific  accomplishments  are  as  follows: 

•  Completion  of  93  research  projects  funded  by  clients 
with  final  results  delivered  to  the  sponsors. 

•  Forty  research  projects  funded  by  clients  were  active 
on  31  December  1988. 

•  Thirty-six  research  projects  funded  by  the  Research 
Institute  were  active  on  31  December  1988. 

•  Twenty-five  proposals  for  research  were  written  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  and  submitted  to  clients. 

•  The  Research  institute  had  333  permanent  employees 
on  31  December  1988. 

•  Twenty-four  faculty  members  were  contributing  part 
time  to  externally  funded  projects  on  31  December 
1988,  twice  that  number  contributed  to  internally 
funded  projects  and  as  consultants  during  the  period. 

•  Almost  1 00  students  from  the  university  were  employed 
and  trained  part  time  in  various  research  activities  of 
the  institute  at  some  time  during  the  period. 

•  Thirty  technical  seminars  open  to  university  faculty, 
students  and  staff  were  sponsored  by  the  institute. 

•  Important  progress  was  made  in  establishing  and 
equipping  new  laboratories.  The  new  energy  research 
laboratory  building  is  now  equipped  and  occupied. 
Research  is  under  way  in  the  fields  of  energy  systems, 
basic  and  applied  physics  and  laser  research. 


•  A  fully  automated  pilot  plant  has  been  installed  which 
is  capable  of  evaluating  catalyst  performance  and 
simulating  petroleum  refining  and  petrochemical  pro¬ 
cess  for  the  Kingdom’s  industries.  Another  fluidized 
bed  reactor  plant  is  used  to  evaluate  fluid  catalytic 
cracking  catalysts  and  to  simulate  catalytic  processes. 

•  The  facility  for  instrument  repair,  maintenance  and 
calibration  was  expanded  to  maintain,  repair  and 
calibrate  complex  university  and  institute  equipment. 
This  facility  leads  to  significant  savings  in  the  univer¬ 
sity’s  budget. 

•  Thirty-two  major  technical  reports  on  research 
projects  were  written  and  delivered  to  clients. 

•  One  hundred  thirty-eight  technical  papers  written  by 
staff  members  were  approved  and  published  in  the 
open  literature  or  presented  at  professional  confer¬ 
ences.  One  patent  was  issued  to  an  institute  employee. 

•  Management  and  administrative  practices  continued 
to  be  documented  and  strengthened. 

•  The  sustaining  research  program  is  building  up  an 
important  fund  of  basic  information  for  future 
applied  research. 

•  The  institute  is  continuing  work  to  complete  technical 
databanks  in  areas  of  petroleum,  environment,  mete¬ 
orology,  solar  energy,  desalination  and  materials. 
These  will  give  strong  support  to  future  fundamental 
research  efforts. 

•  The  total  number  of  past  and  current  clients  has 
increased  to  73. 

The  Research  Institute  represents  the  forefront  of  sci¬ 
ence  and  technology  in  Saudi  Arabia.  It  is  an  integral  but 

semiautonomous  part  of  King  Fahd  University  of  Petro¬ 
leum  and  Minerals. 
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Foreign  Minister  on  South,  Saudi,  Egyptian 
Relations 

45040330A  London  AL-HA  WADITH  in  Arabic 
28  Apr  89  p  38 

[Interview  with  Foreign  Minister  Sayyid  Ahmad  al- 
Husayn:  “No  Chill  in  Relations  with  Saudi  Arabia  and 
Egypt”;  date  and  place  not  specified] 

[Text]  Sudanese  politician  Sayyid  Ahmad  al-Husayn  is 
described  as  the  architect  of  the  peace  agreement  con¬ 
cluded  between  the  Democratic  Unionist  Party  and  the 
John  Garang  Movement  in  Addis  Ababa  on  1 6  Novem¬ 
ber  1988.  Ever  since  the  unified  national  front  govern¬ 
ment  was  formed,  he  has  occupied  the  post  of  first 
deputy  prime  minister,  held  the  foreign  ministry’s  port¬ 
folio,  and  been  entrusted  with  chairmanship  of  the 
cabinet  peace  committee. 

AL-HAWADITH  met  with  him  to  ask  him  about  the 
peace  efforts  and  the  steps,  guarantees  and  initiatives 
surrounding  them. 
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[AL-HAWADITH]  How  successful  has  the  unified 
national  front  government  been  in  affirming  the  peace 
process  and  consolidating  the  famed  peace  agreement? 

[Al-Husayn]  The  Sudanese  political  movement  has  unan¬ 
imously  agreed  that  the  issue  of  peace  and  the  matter  of 
negotiations  with  Colonel  John  Garang  must  be  given  full 
priority  in  the  new  goverment’s  action,  proceeding  from 
the  peace  process  agreed  upon  by  the  parties,  agencies  and 
unions  that  are  part  of  the  government  and  mentioned  in 
the  interim  programs  that  have  been  signed.  These  forces 
have  resolved  to  unify  their  ranks  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  a  stable  environment.  Only  one  party  has 
remained  outside  this  unanimous  agreement  and  endeav¬ 
ors  are  still  under  way  to  bring  it  into  this  united  rank  with 
a  view  to  achieving  the  desired  stability. 

To  be  sure,  the  country’s  economic  and  social  stability  is 
contingent  upon  its  political  stability.  Nevertheless,  the 
new  government  will  also  provide  clear  plans  for  action 
aimed  at  restoring  the  country’s  economy  which  is  charac¬ 
terized  as  a  productive  economy  impeded  only  by  political 
instability  and  certain  deficiencies  in  the  basic  structures 
such  as  energy,  transportation,  storage  and  the  like. 

We  have  a  perfectly  clear  idea  of  how  such  matters  ought  to 
be  handled  in  the  country  within  the  framework  of  the 
government’s  interim  program.  We  also  have  an  active  and 
dynamic  foreign  initiative,  aimed  at  explaining  and  illus¬ 
trating  the  Sudanese  peace  plan.  This  initiative  is  being 
undertaken  by  the  president  and  members  of  the  presiden¬ 
tial  council  and  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs,  starting 
with  the  neighboring  countries  with  a  view  to  normalizing 
or  consolidating  relations  with  them  and  creating  the 
proper  climate  for  the  continuation  of  Sudan’s  active  and 
important  role  on  the  Arab  and  African  level  in  particular 
and  the  international  level  in  general. 

[AL-HAWADITH]  Have  preparations  for  the  peace  pro¬ 
cess  been  completed? 

[Al-Husayn]  As  soon  as  the  government  was  formed  and 
in  the  first  meeting  it  held,  a  cabinet  peace  committee 
was  created  under  my  chairmanship  to  follow  up  all 
necessary  steps  toward  the  implementation  of  the  peace 
initiative  all  the  way  to  the  formation  of  a  preparatory 
committee  for  the  national  constitutional  conference 
and  a  ceasefire.  The  committee  has  arrived  at  the  follow¬ 
ing  specific  resolutions: 

•  Notify  John  Garang  officially  of  the  government’s 
agreement  to  accept  the  initiative.  This  has  actually 
been  done  by  dispatching  committee  representatives 
to  deliver  to  the  movement  copies  of  the  interim 
program  of  the  political  leaders  who  are  taking  part  in 
the  government,  the  cabinet’s  decision  to  adopt  this 
program  and  the  cabinet  peace  committee  resolu¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  an  original  copy  of  the  terms  and 
functions  of  the  cabinet  peace  initiative  and  a  copy  of 
the  prime  minister’s  speech  before  the  constituent 
assembly  (parliament)  elucidating  the  government’s 
obligations  in  the  interim  program. 


We  have  received  positives  responses  that  will  contrib¬ 
ute  to  the  realization  of  peace,  security  and  stability  in 
the  country. 

It  is  no  secret  that  all  measures  relevant  to  the  initiative 
have  been  agreed  upon  within  the  framework  of  the 
cabinet  committee  and  implementation  measures  will 
take  the  form  of  a  timetable. 

[AL-HAWADITH]  Is  the  foreign  political  initiative 
linked  to  current  steps  toward  peace  in  the  south? 

[Al-Husayn]  Yes,  most  definitely.  We  have  advised  the 
Arab  League,  the  Organization  of  African  Unity  and  the 
UN  of  developments  and  endeavors  we  are  undertaking 
toward  the  ratification  of  the  peace  agreement.  We  have 
declared  to  the  world  that  all  the  southern  political 
leaders  have  agreed  for  the  first  time  on  this  direction 
and  have  indeed  coordinated  among  themselves  to  select 
their  joint  representatives  to  the  central  government  and 
the  regional  governments.  We  have  also  informed  neigh¬ 
boring  countries,  such  as  Egypt,  Saudi  Arabia,  Ethiopia, 
Uganda,  and  Kenya,  of  the  measures  that  have  been 
taken  and  we  turned  over  to  their  officials  copies  of 
documents  and  correspondence  we  have  made  in  this 
regard.  Furthermore,  the  government  asked  me  to  sum¬ 
mon  the  ambassadors  accredited  to  Khartum  to  apprise 
them  of  what  has  been  done. 

[AL-HAWADITH]  What  if  John  Garang  and  his  move¬ 
ment  vetoed  these  steps? 

[Al-Husayn]  We  do  not  like  to  be  pessimistic  and  cynical. 
We  have  all  agreed  to  solve  Sudan’s  problems  by  demo¬ 
cratic  dialogue  and  this  is  bound  to  lead  us  to  the  desired 
result  through  the  national  constitutional  conference  in 
which  all  the  people  of  Sudan  will  participate  and  where 
national  issues  that  impact  on  the  entire  Sudanese  pop¬ 
ulation  will  be  resolved.  Our  hope  is  great  that  we  will 
arrive  at  a  just  and  comprehensive  peace.  The  national 
conference  will  not  take  place  in  a  closed  room.  The 
whole  world  will  participate  with  us  through  the  inter¬ 
national  mass  media  and  any  party  that  tries  to  be 
abusive,  to  deviate,  or  force  things  on  others  wantonly 
and  unreasonably  will  be  judged  by  the  whole  world. 
World  public  opinion  has  a  great  effect  on  the  course  of 
events.  Therefore,  we  sought  and  we  all  agreed  as 
Sudanese  to  bring  these  problems  to  the  dialogue  table 
with  the  participation  of  the  rest  of  the  world.  Any  abuse 
on  the  part  of  any  side  will  be  judged  by  the  world  and  I 
assure  you  that  world  public  opinion  will  have  a  negative 
impact  on  this  side. 

[AL-HAWADITH]  Has  the  Eritrean  issue  been  raised  as 
part  of  the  comprehensive  settlement  with  the  John 
Garang  Movement? 

[Al-Husayn]  If  you  mean  to  ask  whether  Ethiopia  has  a 
certain  control  over  the  movement  and  whether  it  dic¬ 
tates  to  it  certain  terms  and  specific  settlements,  the 
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answer  is  no.  There  is  no  link  between  the  Eritrean 
question  and  the  issue  of  peace  in  the  south  of  Sudan,  as 
if  the  movment  is  a  captive  of  Ethiopia  and  cannot  make 
a  decision  in  the  matter  of  peace  unless  something  is 
done  for  Ethiopia!  But  if  you  mean  to  aisk  about  stability 
and  real  peace — ^that  peace  cannot  be  established 
between  the  north  and  south  in  the  presence  of  upheaval 
in  any  neighboring  country  and  this  necessarily  reflects 
on  Sudan.  The  Eritrean  question  is  of  common  concern 
to  us  and  Ethiopia,  and  our  common  interest  is  to  see 
wide-spread  peace  in  Ethiopia,  Chad,  and  Uganda  so 
that  we  may  all  enjoy  comprehensive  peace  in  the  region. 

[AL-HAWADITH]  Where  do  the  armed  forces  stand 
these  days  on  the  peace  process? 

[Al-Husayn]  The  armed  forces  are  on  the  side  of  consti¬ 
tutional  legitimacy  and  the  democratic  system  in  Sudan. 

[AL-HAWADITH]  What,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  reason 
for  the  growing  upheaval  and  labor  and  factional  strikes 
by  judges,  lawyers,  doctors  and,  more  recently,  the 
armed  forces? 

[Al-Husayn]  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  current  expanded 
government  will  take  a  great  interest  in  this  issue, 
especially  since  union  organizations  and  factions  are 
partners  in  the  rule.  Moreover,  strikes  in  a  democratic 
system  are  a  natural  phenomenon,  for  this  system  guar¬ 
antees  freedom  of  expression. 

[AL-HAWADITH]  Why  did  the  president  of  the  presi¬ 
dential  council  [Ahmad]  al-Mir^ani  visit  Egypt  and 
Saudi  Arabia  at  this  particular  time  and  is  it  true  that 
there  is  a  chill  in  Sudan’s  relations  with  these  two 
fraternal  Arab  countries? 

[Al-Husayn]  At  first,  let  me  emphasize  that  there  are  no 
signs  of  a  chill  in  Sudan’s  relations  with  either  of  these  two 
fraternal  countries.  On  the  contrapf.  These  two  countries 
are  a  strong  pillars  for  Sudan  by  virtue  of  their  proximity, 
strong  historic  relations,  common  language  and  interests 
and  incessant  coordination.  As  for  the  visit,  it  was  a  visit 
by  a  Sudanese  official  to  his  second  home.  We  were 
delighted  with  what  the  final  communique  on  the  visit  of 
the  Attendant  of  the  Two  Holy  Places  to  Egypt  said  about 
the  two  countries’  appreciation  and  satisfaction  with 
recent  developments  in  Sudan  aimed  at  establishing  a  just 
peace  in  the  country  and  solving  all  problems  standing  in 
the  way  of  stability  in  a  framework  of  national  unity. 

[AL-HAWADITH]  Will  Sudan  join  any  of  the  current 
Arab  groupings? 

[Al-Husayn]  The  emergence  of  three  Arab  groupings  in  a 
regional  framework  is  a  definite  indication  of  this 
nation’s  vitality  in  producing  images  and  forms  that  suit 
the  sophisticated  needs  of  the  age.  This  age  is  the  age  of 
regional  groupings  and  the  GCC  [Gulf  Corporation 
Council]  countries  have  taken  a  successful  and  effective 
pioneering  step  toward  coordination  and  integration 
among  its  states.  The  GCC  has  played  a  memorable  role 
vis-a-vis  the  Iran-Iraq  war  in  containing  its  effects,  to 


NEAR  EAST 


limit  it  to  the  two  warring  countries  and  prevent  its 
expansion  into  other  war  fronts,  and  to  stop  the  shedding 
of  Muslim  blood  spilled  daily  because  of  the  war.  Thank 
God  the  results  have  been  good  and  have  been  an 
important  factor  in  the  creation  of  the  Arab  Cooperation 
Council  and  the  Arab  West  Union.  We  in  Sudan  are  very 
happy  with  anything  that  brings  the  Arabs  together  and 
unites  their  word,  but  we  are  now  in  the  process  of 
putting  our  house  in  order  and  solving  the  problems  of 
the  war  in  the  south.  After  our  house  is  put  back  in  order, 
we  will  decide  on  the  matter  of  joining,  especially  now 
that  the  general  elections  are  near. 

Chadian  Delegation  Leader  Comments  on  Trip  to 
Sudan 

45040330B  London  AL-DUSTUR  in  Arabic 
1  May  89  p  18 

[Article  by  al-Safi  Musa:  “Sudan  Had  Nothing  to  Do 
with  Coup  Attempt.’’] 

[Text]  Many  conflicting  statements  have  been  made 
about  the  size  of  the  forces  that  entered  Sudanese  terri¬ 
tory  right  after  the  recent  abortive  coup  in  Chad  which 
was  said  to  have  been  aimed  at  creating  a  political  entity 
(state)  for  the  Zaghawah  tribe  along  the  Sudanese- 
Chadian  borders  in  view  of  of  the  fact  that  the  perpetra¬ 
tors  are  all  members  of  this  tribe.  AL-DUSTUR  met 
with  the  head  of  the  Chadian  delegation,  Mr  Muham¬ 
mad  Nuri,  member  of  the  Chadian  ruling  party’s  execu¬ 
tive  office,  to  ask  him  the  truth  about  what  is  going  on 
there.  He  said:  “I  cannot  say  for  certain  that  what 
happened  was  a  coup  attempt  in  Ndjamena  because  the 
involved  persons  fled  the  city  and  did  not  carry  out  any 
operations  in  it  because  our  army  clashed  with  them 
along  the  borders.  Those  who  were  able  to  enter  Sudan 
were  the  presidential  advisor  on  security  affairs,  Idriss 
Deby  and  seven  others.  We  have  no  evidence  so  far  that 
the  operation  undertaken  by  Idriss  and  Hassan  Djamous 
had  any  specific  goals,  and  we  cannot  make  this  claim 
because  we  have  no  proof.  Consequently,  we  cannot  say 
that  the  operation  was  aimed  at  bringing  the  Zaghawah 
tribe  together  under  a  political  entity. 

“As  for  our  visit  here,  the  coup  attempt  was  not  the  main 
reason  for  it.  Rather,  it  is  part  of  the  effort  to  strengthen 
and  consolidate  bilateral  relations  and  to  explain  recent 
developments.”  Regarding  the  size  of  the  forces  that 
entered  Sudanese  territory,  on  which  there  have  been 
conflicting  reports,  Mr  Muhammad  Nuri  said:  “Those  who 
entered  Sudanese  territory  numbered  a  little  over  200.” 

When  AL-DUSTUR  met  with  the  Chadian  delegation 
on  23  April,  it  had  been  in  Sudan  a  full  week  without 
meeting  with  any  Sudanese  officials,  so  we  asked  Mr 
Muhammad  Nuri  about  the  reason  for  that  and  he  said: 
“We  are  carrying  an  oral  message  from  the  Chadian 
president  to  the  Sudanese  authorities.  We  have  been  here 
a  week  but  have  been  unable  to  meet  with  any  Sudanese 
officials,  not  the  prime  minister  nor  Dr  ‘Ali  Hasan 
Taj-al-Din.  Our  objective  is  to  deliver  the  message  to  the 
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prime  minister  and  to  Dr  Taj-al-Din,  but  unfortunately 
we  have  not  been  able  to  meet  with  them.” 

Accusations 

Concerning  Chad  accusing  Sudan  of  involvement  in  the 
attempt  and  a  possible  reason  for  the  Sudanese  officials’ 
failure  to  meet  with  the  Chadian  delegation  for  a  week,  the 
head  of  the  Chadian  delegation  said:  “We  have  not 
accused  Sudan  or  any  other  country.  We  heard  about  these 
accusations  here  in  Khartum.  I  can  say  that  the  Sudanese 
accused  themselves  and  that  we  did  not  accuse  them 
because  we  had  no  proof.  The  Sudanese  authorities  are 
certain  that  Chad  did  not  accuse  Sudan  because  I  person¬ 
ally  met  with  the  Sudanese  charge  d’affaires  Dr  Nur-al-Din 
twice  after  the  attempt  and  he  accompanied  me  to  the 
airport  the  day  we  left  on  this  visit.  Furthermore,  all  the 
diplomatic  corps  in  Ndjamena  are  aware  of  the  fact  that 
Chad  has  not  accused  anyone — not  Libya  nor  Sudan. 
Therefore,  Sudan  should  not  have  leveled  false  accusations 
against  us.  Moreover,  the  statement  we  delivered  to  the 
Sudanese  embassy  in  Ndjamena  did  not  contain  any 
accusations  against  any  country  for  lack  of  proof  because 
we  never  raise  accusations  unless  we  have  proof” 

Tribal  Prejudice 

In  answer  to  questions  about  whether  the  tribal  prejudice 
which  occurred  following  the  conciliation  between  the 
current  government  and  Ibn-’Umar,  (especially  on  the 
part  of  the  Zaghawah  who  undertook  the  attempt),  was 
one  of  the  main  reasons  for  the  attempted  coup,  Mr  Nuri 
said:  “I  do  not  see  anything  tribal  in  this  affair,  the  fact 
that  the  perpetrators  all  belong  to  the  same  tribe  notwith¬ 
standing,  because  not  all  but  only  some  of  the  members 
of  the  Zahgawah  tribe  supported  this  attempt.  We  can¬ 
not  say  that  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  Sudan  because  the 
perpetrators — Ibrahim  Itno,  minister  of  the  interior, 
Hassane  Djamous,  commander  of  the  army  and  Idriss 
Deby,  presidential  advisor  for  security  affairs — all 
belong  to  the  same  tribe  and  have  been  in  power  for  a 
long  time.  Moreover,  none  of  them  lost  their  position 
when  Shaykh  Ibn-’Umar  came  to  power.  The  contention, 
even  inside  Chad,  however,  is  that  the  perpetrators  of  the 
coup  attempt  did  not  want  the  national  conciliation  to  be 
completed  because  it  conflicts  with  their  interests.” 

With  respect  to  what  happened  to  the  leaders  of  the  coup 
attempt,  Mr  Nur  explained  that  Djamous  and  Ibrahim 
[Itno]  are  being  held  by  the  authorities  in  Ndjamena  and 
Idriss  Deby  has  entered  Sudanese  territory  along  with 
others.  About  their  forces  going  into  Sudanese  territory,  he 
said:  “Regarding  our  forces,  they  did  not  go  into  Sudanese 
territory.  The  leaders  of  the  attempt  were  apprehended  at 
the  borders  and  not  inside  Sudanese  territory.” 

Inveterate  Evil 

Concerning  the  deteriorating  security  situation  in  Darfur 
and  its  relationship  to  the  Chadian-Chadian  war,  and  the 
Chadian-Libyan  war  and  the  role  it  has  played  in  the  flow  of 


arms  to  Darfur  where  they  have  been  used  to  set  off  tribal 
conflict,  Mr  Nuri  said:  “I  believe  that  all  the  Darfur  tribes  arc 
armed  and  their  weapons  did  not  come  from  Chad.  The 
main  source  is  Libya.  My  answer  to  your  question  is  that 
when  I  came  to  Sudan  in  1986  as  part  of  a  delegation,  I  told 
the  Sudanese  authorities  that  Libya  is  an  inveterate  evil,  that 
is  like  a  malignant  and  incurable  disease  that  cannot  be 
diagnosed  and  gnaws  at  its  victim  until  it  destroys  it.  It  has 
armed  all  the  Chadian  tribes  and  has  formed  13  tribal  fronts. 
We  have  been  telling  Sudan  since  1986  that  Libya  was  going 
to  arm  the  Darfur  tribes  and  that  that  would  create  problems 
for  them.  Today,  all  the  Darfur  tribes  are  armed:  the  Arab, 
the  Fur,  the  (Badiyat)  and  the  Zaghawah.  Besides,  we  do  not 
have  the  capabilities  to  arm  these  tribes  for  we  have  no  arms 
and,  consequently,  all  these  weapons  are  coming  from  Libya. 
As  for  intermingling  between  Chad  and  Sudan,  it  does  exist 
on  the  tribal  level.  There  are  Zaghawahs  from  Chad  and 
Zaghawahs  from  Sudan  and  the  same  thing  goes  for  the 
(Masalit)  and  other  tribes.  The  big  problem  that  this  matter 
presents  to  Chad,  however,  is  their  coming  into  the  country 
to  steal  camels  and  the  attendant  acts  of  murder  and  destruc¬ 
tion.  The  same  thing  happens  in  Sudan. 

Open  Borders 

About  the  role  of  the  Sudanese  and  the  Chadian  sides  in 
putting  a  stop  to  such  acts  that  impact  on  relations  between 
the  two  countries,  Mr  Nuri  said:  “We  have  worked  very 
hard  to  stop  such  acts,  but  we  have  not  received  any  help 
from  Sudan.  The  Sudanese  administration  does  not  control 
and  does  not  rule  over  these  locations.  Things  are  left 
unattended  and  the  borders  are  open  for  anyone  who  wants 
to  come  in.  Naturally,  what  happens  in  Chad  has  an  impact 
on  Sudan  and  vice  versa,  for  the  border  strip  between  the 
two  countries  is  about  2,000  kms  long.  There  is  not  much 
intervention  on  our  side  because  the  real  intervention  in 
Darfur  is  done  by  Libya.  Moreover,  whenever  something 
happens  in  Chad,  anti-Chad  elements  go  to  the  Sudanese. 
But  there  is  no  Sudanese  opposition  to  Chad  from  Sudan 
and  it  is  not  possible  to  have  a  Chadian-Chadian  enmity.” 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  talk,  Mr  Nuri  praised  the  relations 
between  the  two  countries,  saying:  “The  Chadians  and  the 
Sudanese  are  one  people  that  cannot  be  separated.  We  in 
Chad  have  always  held  the  firm  view  throughout  the  ages 
that  relations  between  Sudan  and  Chad  are  eternal.  Clouds 
covering  the  skies  of  relations  will  disappear  and  relations 
will  no  doubt  go  forward  in  the  interest  of  the  two  people.  1 
am  very  optimistic  about  that  and  since  I  have  lived  in 
Sudan  for  long  periods  of  time,  I  can  say  that  I  have  the 
feeling  that  the  Sudanese  will  not  alter  their  relations  with 
Chad. 

Ba’th  Party  Urges  Peace,  Support  for  Armed 
Forces 

45040330C  London  AL-DUSTUR  in  Arabic 
I  May  89  p  4 

[Article:  “Support  for  Sudanese  Army”) 

[Text]  The  Sudanese  deputy  prime  minister  and  foreign 
minister  characterized  the  escalation  of  military  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  south  of  Sudan  as  not  in  keeping  with  peace 
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endeavors,  saying  that  it  must  be  taken  into  consider¬ 
ation  that  the  stepped-up  fighting  may  serve  the  enemies 
of  peace.  The  deputy  prime  minister  denied  that  his 
government  wants  to  achieve  peace  “at  any  cost.”  He 
emphasized,  however,  that  the  government  and  the 
Garang  Movement,  which  is  fighting  the  Sudanese 
armed  forces  in  the  south,  are  in  agreement  that  the 
establishment  of  peace  in  Sudan  is  vital  and  essential  if 
the  counry  is  to  be  pulled  out  of  its  backwardness. 

He  affirmed  that  the  Garang  Movement’s  response  to 
peace  endeavors  was  made  manifest  in  a  meeting 
recently  held  in  Addis  Ababa  between  technical  delega¬ 
tions  from  both  sides. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  the  Garang  Movement,  its  acceptance 
of  the  peace  endeavors  notwithstanding,  has  stepped  up  its 
military  operations  on  the  pretext  that  a  date  for  a  cease¬ 
fire  has  not  been  set.  This  prompted  some  political  parties 
to  ask  the  Garang  Movement  to  declare  a  ceasefire  imme¬ 
diately,  especially  in  the  wake  of  the  creation  of  joint 
committees  to  look  into  a  formula  for  stopping  the  fighting 
and  to  set  a  date  for  the  holding  of  a  constitutional 
conference  to  discuss  important  national  issues. 

Along  the  same  lines,  the  Socialist  Arab  Ba’th  party 
called  upon  the  government,  while  seeking  peace,  to 
employ  all  its  capabilities  and  regional  and  international 
relations  to  provide  total  military  support  and  backing  to 
the  Sudanese  armed  forces  because  the  building  of  an 
efficient,  powerful  and  modern  army  is  vital  to  Sudan  in 
times  of  peace  and  war  alike. 

In  calling  on  the  government  to  support  the  army,  the 
Ba’th  Party  said  that  the  more  urgent  task,  both  at  the 
official  and  popular  levels,  is  the  matter  of  providing 
support  for  the  army  so  that  it  may  get  the  upper  hand  in 
the  military  oprations  fields,  inasmuch  as  the  war  is  still 
going  on,  and  may  regain  the  strategic  balance,  about 
which  the  Ba’th  Party  said;  “Those  who  care  about  the 
future  of  the  country  view  it  as  more  of  a  requisite  for  the 
nation  than  for  the  armed  forces.  By  having  superiority 
and  strategic  balance,  the  armed  forces  can  bring  the 
insurgency  to  the  constitutional  conference  arena  should 
the  latter  insist  on  the  escalation  and  continuation  of 
military  operations.” 

The  Democratic  Arab  Ba’th  party  had  criticized  previ¬ 
ous  government  policies  that  had  an  impact  on  the 
army’s  structure,  particularly  during  the  dictatorship  of 
al-Numayri  who  dominated  the  army  in  the  name  of  the 
people  and  the  people  in  the  name  of  the  army.  Such 
domination  has  an  impact  on  the  army  in  terms  of 
equipment  and  combat  gear,  not  to  mention  the  constant 
displacement  of  its  human  and  technical  capabilities  that 
were  being  retired,  one  group  after  the  other. 

The  Ba’th  party  said  that  when  the  army  sided  with  the 
people  to  overthrow  the  al-Numayri  dictatorship, 
national  hopes  that  democratic  governments  would  sup¬ 
port  the  armed  forces  had  taken  root.  The  policy  adopted 
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by  successive  governments,  however,  failed  to  generate 
support  for  the  armed  forces  of  to  put  a  stop  to  the  civil 
war.  Foreign  policy,  that  followed  a  path  set  by  Libya 
and  Iran,  played  a  role  in  impeding  the  flow  of  military 
support  to  the  Sudanese  armed  forces  which,  their  lim¬ 
ited  combat  requirements  notwithstanding,  are  fully 
peforming  their  patriotic  and  military  duty  with  high 
efficiency  and  ability  in  the  various  battlefields. 


Unions,  Parties  March  for  Peace 

NC0806 162889  Cairo  MENA  in  Arabic 
1514  GMT  8  Jun  89 

[Excerpt]  Since  morning,  the  Sudanese  capital,  Khar¬ 
toum,  has  been  the  scene  of  a  huge  march  involving  all 
Sudanese  trade  unions  and  parties  except  the  [National] 
Islamic  Front.  Tens  of  thousands  came  out  to  express 
popular  support  for  peace  in  southern  Sudan  and  for  the 
efforts  of  the  Sudanese  Government  to  implement  the 
peace  treaty  signed  on  1 6  November  between  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  Unionist  Party  and  the  John  Garang-led  popular 
movement. 

The  march  set  out  under  police  protection  from  the 
Republican  Palace  along  University  Avenue,  covering  5 
km  to  the  Culture  and  Information  Ministry,  the  capital 
municipality,  the  Interior  Ministry  and  the  6  April 
Gardens. 

Participants  carried  signs  calling  for  continued  efforts  to 
achieve  peace  and  to  hold  the  constitutional  conference 
as  soon  as  possible,  [passage  omitted] 

UNITED  ARAB  EMIRATES 


UAE’s  Re-Export  Trade  With  Iran  Expected  To 
Face  Setback 

44000529  Dubayy  KHALEEJ  TIMES  in  English 
14  May  89  p  3 

[Article  by  Jawed  Naqvi] 

[Text]  Dubayy’s  re-export  trade  with  Iran,  not  very 
healthy  at  present  given  the  uncertainties  surrounding 
key  economic  policies  in  Teheran,  is  bracing  for  another 
setback  in  the  coming  weeks. 

Local  trade  is  seeing  the  threat  of  a  new  wealth  tax  due  to 
be  implemented  in  Iran  from  9  Khordad,  comspond|ing 
to  the  beginning  of  June,  as  yet  another  measure  in 
Teheran  which  could  have  disastrous  consequences  for 
exports  from  Dubayy  to  that  country. 

According  to  Iranian  businessmen  in  Dubayy,  the  wealth 
tax,  which  is  to  be  levied  at  the  rate  of  between  15  to  40 
percent  of  all  assets  above  10  million  tomans,  has 
already  given  rise  to  large  scale  distress  selling  of  prop¬ 
erties  and  other  assets  all  over  the  country. 
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The  tax  is  to  be  levied  with  retrospective  effect  from  July 
1988.  This,  according  to  trade  sources,  has  led  to  a  spree 
of  selling  of  assets  in  the  blackmarket.  Much  of  this 
money  is  said  to  be  now  on  its  way  out  of  the  country. 

It  is  expected  that  such  a  large  volume  of  Iranian 
currency  moving  out  of  the  country  would  have  an 
adverse  impact  on  its  already  depleted  value.  In  Dubayy, 
sources  say,  the  toman  which  is  selling  at  140  to  a  dollar 
could  touch  1 60  or  even  more  in  the  coming  weeks. 

While  the  Iranian  measure  in  implementing  the  wealth 
tax  has  been  designed  with  a  view  to  curb  inflation  and 
to  put  some  of  the  private  money  into  the  government’s 
hands  to  help  out  with  the  reconstruction  activity  there, 
Iranian  sources  feel  that  conspicuous  consumption  and 
ostentatious  living  standards  would  also  be  naturally 
checked  in  its  stride. 

A  considerable  volume  of  the  re-export  cargo  from 
Dubayy  to  Iran  was  in  the  form  of  durables  and  elec¬ 
tronic  items.  Traders  fear  that  this  segment  of  the 
business  would  suffer  greatly  from  the  curbs  which  are 
likely  to  be  imposed  by  individuals  on  the  flaunting  of 
their  wealth. 

Among  the  properties  now  subject  to  wealth  tax  would 
be  the  poshy  houses  of  rich  bazaris  living  in  the  north  of 
Teheran  who  invariably  have  other  interests  such  as  in 
agriculture  and  orchards.  There  is  provision  also  for 
levying  tax  on  locally  manufactured  cars  built  from  1984 
onwards  while  the  foreign  cars  would  be  taxable  from 
1 980  model  onwards. 


Garment  Industries  Look  for  Quota-Free  Bases  in 
Gulf 

44000520  Dubayy  GULF  NEWS  in  English 
1  May  89  p  II 

[Article  by  Arun  Solomon:  “Garment  Units  Look  for 
Quota-Free  Gulf  Bases”] 

[Text]  Readymade  garment  manufacturing  units  in  the 
UAE  [United  Arab  Emirates]  faced  with  an  uncertain 
future  having  attracted  U.S.  import  restrictions  and 
possibility  of  below  capacity  internal  visa  allocation  are 
considering  shifting  operations  to  other  quota-free  GCC 
[Gulf  Corporation  Council]  countries. 

One  of  the  large  units  operating  in  Jebel  Ali  has  all  ready 
shifted  its  operations  to  Oman  and  three  others,  industry 
sources  said,  are  presently  negotiating  with  other  GCC 
countries. 

Industry  sources,  however,  made  it  clear  yesterday  that 
by  and  large  the  foreign  investors  in  the  readymade 
garments  sector  would  like  to  continue  operations  in  the 
UAE.  The  reasons  being  excellent  infrastructural  facili¬ 
ties,  minimal  bureaucratic  procedures  and  an  upbeat 
outlook  on  the  UAE’s  economic  future. 


Presently,  confided  one  source,  each  manufacturer  is 
keenly  awaiting  the  decision  of  others  to  shift  to  other 
destinations.  In  case  that  comes  about  in  sizeable  num¬ 
bers,  they  argue,  the  “very  generous  U.S.  quota  would  be 
a  boon  for  those  who  decide  to  stay.” 

The  only  possibility  of  something  going  wrong,  the 
sources  said,  would  be  in  the  event  of  unfair  internal 
production  allocations.  The  manufacturers  fear  that 
some  influential  businessmen  might  be  able  to  corner 
huge  allocations  at  times  even  above  their  installed 
manufacturing  capacity  which  would  eventually  harm 
others. 

Yet  another  very  imaginative  and  perhaps  enterprising 
section  is  toying  with  the  opportunities  UAE  offers  in  the 
form  of  Omani  enclaves  within  the  Emirates.  These  men 
are  examining  the  chances  of  being  able  to  set  up  units  in 
these  smalt  strips  of  land  masses  in  the  UAE  to  beat  the 
quotas  imposed  on  the  Emirates. 

The  advantages  are  apparent.  If  and  when  such  units  arc 
set  up  they  would  enjoy  most  of  the  facilities  UAE 
manufacturers  have  at  their  command  and  yet  would  be 
operating  in  a  quota-free  member  state  of  the  GCC. 
However,  none  of  the  manufacturers  have  yet  set  up 
shop  in  these  outwardly  attractive  optional  areas. 

Readymade  garments  manufacturers  arc  also  worried 
that  the  U.S.  quota  imposition  may  be  followed  by  other 
economic  blocs  and  the  one  most  likely  to  follow  suit  is 
thought  to  be  the  European  Economic  Community 
(EEC).  Though  Japan  too  has  declared  that  it  would  not 
restrict  imports  of  readymade  garments  from  the  UAE, 
this  concession  is,  however,  a  bit  tricky  as  in  Japan  the 
UAE  manufacturers  would  be  competing  with  other  Far 
Eastern  units  whose  production  costs  arc  considerably 
lower. 

The  other  factor  which  might  stem  large-scale  migration 
of  readymade  garments  manufacturers  from  the  UAE  to 
other  GCC  countries  is  the  latter’s  reluctance  to  allow 
more  foreign  labourers  to  enter  their  territories.  Oman  is 
notably  strict  on  the  import  of  foreign  labour  and  gar¬ 
ment  industries  arc  labour  intensive.  The  principle  of 
restricting  entry  of  foreign  labour  apart  there  is  the 
problem  unique  to  the  garments  industry  which  relies 
heavily  on  females,  with  the  inherent  possibility  of  social 
problems. 

The  UAE’s  readymade  garment  industry  has  grown 
dramatically.  In  1985,  only  six  units  were  in  operation 
and  till  1988  end  58  licences  had  been  issued.  According 
to  a  report  of  the  Emirates  Industrial  Bank  (EIB),  “Total 
registered  garment  factories  are  twice  the  number  cur¬ 
rently  operating.  There  are  some  1,359  tailor  shops  with 
10  or  less  employees  who  also  produce  garments  but 
mainly  for  the  domestic  market.” 

The  EIB  report  notes  “Certain  domestic  and  interna¬ 
tional  factors  contributed  to  the  rapidity  at  which  UAE’s 
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garment  sector  grew.  On  the  domestic  front,  the  UAE 
provided  excellent  infrastructure,  transportation,  com¬ 
munication  and  banking  facilities.  In  addition,  free 
zones  encouraged  foreign  investors  wanting  100  per  cent 
ownership.  Being  an  open  economy,  the  UAE  enjoyed 
good  trading  relationship  with  many  countries  and  the 
absence  of  custom  duties  or  taxes  gave  investors  an  extra 
incentive  to  locate  here. 

“The  open  economy  also  made  it  easy  for  the  garment 
manufacturers  to  source  machinery,  raw-material  and 
labour  from  the  international  markets  at  competitive 
prices,  passing  on  the  savings  to  their  customers.  Cost 


effectiveness  and  ease  in  performing  business  were 
major  considerations  for  setting  up  garment  manufactur¬ 
ing  units  in  the  UAE.” 


The  EIB  report  concluded  “Quota  or  not,  the  UAE’s 
textile  and  garment  sector  will  continue  to  prosper. 
Changing  economic  conditions  in  the  U.S.  and  the  Far 
East  enabled  UAE  to  become  an  important  readymade 
garment  producer.  Enjoying  a  comparative  advantage  in 
this  industry,  UAE  will  continue  to  be  competitive 
internationally  and  a  greater  range  of  its  apparels  will  be 
exported.” 
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Students  Riot  Over  Expulsions 

BKl 206082689  Hong  Kong  AFP  in  English 
0812  GMT  12  Jun  89 

[Text]  Dhaka,  June  12  (AFP) — One  person  was  killed 
and  some  400  were  injured  in  clashes  with  police  as 
violence  and  cheating  continue  to  mar  college  examina¬ 
tions  throughout  Bangladesh,  press  reports  here  said 
Monday. 

The  reports  said  Obaidullah  Nayeem,  an  examinee,  was 
killed  Sunday  at  a  college  centre  in  the  coastal  district  of 
Barisal  during  which  some  100  others,  including  a  local 
magistrate,  several  teachers  and  policemen,  were 
injured. 

Authorities  guarding  Bangladesh’s  5 1 1  nationwide  cen¬ 
tres  administering  higher  secondary  certificate  (HSC) 
examinations  to  322,993  students  since  Thursday  also 
reportedly  expelled  some  8,000  students  on  Sunday  for 
alleged  cheating. 

The  English-language  daily  NEW  NATION  said  Sun¬ 
day’s  violence  at  Muladi  College  in  Barisal  followed  the 
expulsion  of  four  candidates  for  cheating  there  on  Thurs¬ 
day. 

Several  hundred  supporters  of  the  expelled  candidates 
went  on  a  rampage,  breaking  benches  and  beating  up 
candidates,  teachers  and  officials  at  the  college  centre, 
reports  said. 

The  marauders  made  off  with  some  400  answer  scripts 
before  police  gained  control  of  the  situation,  firing 
warning  shots  after  using  baton  charges  and  teargas  to  no 
effect,  reports  said. 

An  injured  senior  local  officer  is  reported  to  be  in  serious 
condition. 

HSC  exams  are  crucial  for  students  wishing  to  join  the 
Armed  Forees  or  enter  universities  in  Bangladesh  or 
overseas. 

On  Thursday,  poliee  fired  blanks  to  disperse  crowds  that 
had  broken  into  two  exam  centres  to  try  and  help 
eandidates,  and  authorities  nationwide  expelled  some 
4,000  examinees  for  cheating. 

Newspapers  Monday  reported  violence  at  several  exam 
centres  in  Manikgang  District  near  Dhaka  where  angry 
mobs  had  set  ablaze  a  government  vehicle  and  blocked 
traffic  on  a  highway  to  protest  previous  expulsions  for 
cheating  and  police  action. 

Some  100  people  including  police  and  students  were 
injured  as  police  tried  to  bring  the  situation  under 
eontrol. 


According  to  the  daily  SANGRAM,  most  of  the  8,000 
students  expelled  Sunday  for  cheating  were  from  the 
central  Dhaka  region,  one  of  the  four  seeondary  educa¬ 
tion  boards  conducting  the  exams. 

It  said  some  3,200  were  expelled  from  Dhaka,  followed 
by  1,600  from  the  Rajshahi  Board,  1,500  from  the 
Comilla  Board  and  1,600  from  the  Jessore  Board. 

The  daily  also  reported  suspension  of  33  on-duty  college 
teachers  for  negligence  and  helping  students  to  cheat. 
Fourteen  teachers  had  been  suspended  Thursday  from 
exam  duty  on  similar  charges. 

Also  on  Thursday,  two  policemen  were  injured  and  10 
people  were  arrested  during  a  clash  in  Daudkandi  county 
in  Comilla  District. 

Authorities  in  all  511  centres  enforced  a  ban  on  gather¬ 
ings  of  more  than  four  people  within  200  yards  (182 
meters)  of  the  eentres  during  the  exams. 

Education  Minister  Sheikh  Shahidul  Islam  told  Parlia¬ 
ment  last  week  that  teachers  found  abetting  cheating 
would  be  punished  following  reports  that  candidates 
sometimes  bribed  teaehers  to  help  them  pass. 

Commentary  Calls  for  Democratic  Elections 

46070019  Dhaka  DAINIK ITTEFAQ 
in  Bengali  6  Mar  89  p  2 

[Article  by  Mainul  Hossain:  “We  Need  Permanent 
Arrangements  for  Impartial  Elections’’] 

[Excerpt]  In  Bangladesh,  there  is  a  close  relationship 
between  democracy  and  development.  The  maintenance 
of  our  assistance  programs  depends  upon  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  progress  toward  holding  reliable,  free  and  impar¬ 
tial  elections. 

The  people  cannot  know  about  opinions  expressed 
regarding  Bangladesh  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  The 
reason  is  that  all  news  does  not  reach  Bangladesh.  The 
government  cireles  always  indicate  their  inclination 
towards  publishing  only  favorable  comments  made  by 
foreigners.  Consequently,  in  most  instances,  only  partial 
statements  are  published.  At  times,  the  comments  made 
by  foreigners  are  even  distorted.  It  is  difficult  to  realize 
whether  it  is  done  as  government  policy,  or  implemented 
by  some  overzealous  individuals. 

The  disadvantage  of  a  totalitarian  administration  is  that 
the  power  is  centered  in  the  hands  of  a  particular  person, 
and  a  group  of  opportunist  persons  who  gather  around 
him,  those  who  may  not  even  hesitate  to  confuse  the 
dictator. 

I  do  not  believe  that  we  have  to  decide  the  good  or  bad 
of  our  country  based  upon  the  opinions  of  foreigners. 
The  responsibility  of  deciding  the  welfare  of  the  country 
depends  upon  the  people  of  the  country.  No  matter 


JPRS-NEA-89-043 
23  JUNE  1989 


39 


SOUTH  ASIA 


wherever  they  may  be,  the  real  condition  of  the  country, 
and  the  direction  the  country  is  taking  should  be  consid¬ 
ered  by  all.  The  desired  change  in  the  country  must  be 
brought  about  by  an  educated  and  conscious  population. 
It  is  expected  that  friendly  nations  would  support  this 
endeavour  to  bring  these  changes.  Friends  of  the  people 
are  the  friends  of  the  nation.  Naturally,  common  people 
are  suspicious  of  the  real  intentions  of  those  who  would 
help  and  support  a  government  which  has  no  backing  of 
the  people.  In  our  country  we  place  great  emphasis  on 
the  role  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  toward 
establishment  of  democracy  here,  and  we  expect  their 
help  in  this  respect.  Of  course,  it  is  not  pragmatic  to 
expect  that  any  foreign  country  would  give  prominence 
to  the  interests  of  our  country  over  theirs. 

The  United  States  is  a  great  democratic  country  and  is  the 
leader  of  the  free  world.  We  believe  the  American  people 
are  also  interested  in  projecting  this  image  to  the  people  of 
other  countries.  But  the  truth  is  that  the  American  Senate 
has  traditionally  played  a  more  positive  role  in  maintain¬ 
ing  democratic  values  than  the  American  administration. 
There  are  some  among  the  large  number  of  specialists  in 
the  American  administration  who  consider  that  since  the 
condition  of  many  countries  is  not  similar  to  that  of  the 
United  States,  democracy  is  not  applicable  to  them.  For 
this  very  reason,  in  matters  concerning  foreign  affairs, 
dictators  like  Marcos,  Noriega,  and  Zia-Ul-Haq  have 
received  help  and  support  from  the  American  Govern¬ 
ment.  American  President  George  Bush  in  his  inaugura¬ 
tion  address  said  that  a  new  wind  is  blowing  all  over  the 
world,  and  the  days  of  dictatorship  are  over.  If  during  his 
administration  he  is  able  to  reflect  this  belief,  people 
oppressed  under  the  dictatorial  administrations  all  over 
the  world  will  feel  encouraged.  However,  I  would  like  to 
emphasize  that  unless  we  are  able  to  generate  support  and 
respect  from  our  own  people,  help  from  foreign  countries 
will  not  matter  much.  In  the  language  of  the  Shah  of  Iran, 
it  would  be  discarded  like  dead  rats.  When  the  usefulness 
comes  to  an  end,  the  fall  becomes  tragic.  The  good  aspect 
of  democracy  is  that  nobody  has  to  be  a  puppet  in 
anybody’s  hands.  No  foreign  power  can  blackmail  either. 
As  the  symbol  of  national  pride,  a  government  of  the 
people  receives  respect  and  importance.  Nobody  has  to 
worry  about  the  consequences  of  conflicts,  fights  and 
violence.  ' 

It  is  no  longer  possible  to  cover  up  the  failures  of  the 
government.  Almost  a  total  standstill  has  developed  in 
the  administration.  Foreign  advisors  have  also  started  to 
realize  this.  There  is  nothing  left  in  our  national  life  to 
feel  encouraged  of,  or  to  be  proud  of.  The  government 
has  destroyed  all  that.  At  the  same  time,  no  nation  cp 
become  respectable  withbut  a  feeling  of  pride  in  social 
structures  built  on  justice.  Today,  in  our  society,  there  is 
no  place  for  honest  and  respectable  persons. 

It  is  no  longer  possible  to  pass  a  voter-less  election.  The 
government  will  have  to  hold  the  election  over  again.  But 
the  question  is,  since  the  government  has  created  such  a 
vacuum  without  an  opposition;  to  what  extent  will  it  be 


possible  to  overcome  all  existing  obstacles  and  establish 
democracy  through  peaceful  elections?  How  many  among 
the  leadership  of  the  opposition  parties  sincerely  believe  in 
democracy?  How  could  it  be  ascertained  that  they  would 
not  be  used  against  each  other?  The  biggest  question  is 
whether  those  who  have  become  accustomed  to  the  politics 
of  accommodation,  can  guarantee  that  they  would  not 
compromise  with  each  other  and  resort  to  sharing  money, 
voting  sheets,  etc.?  As  such,  all  precaution  needs  to  be 
taken  to  ascertain  free  and  impartial  elections.  I  believe  a 
strong  demand  must  be  made  for  implementing  an  admin¬ 
istrative  process  for  holding  elections  under  the  supervi¬ 
sion  of  an  impartial  body.  In  this  country  there  [are]  no 
provisions  to  ensure  that  if  the  incumbent  administration 
party  participates  in  the  election,  it  can  be  impartial.  Some 
permanent  steps  must  be  taken  now  to  ensure  that  the 
country  does  not  face  repeated  crises  in  holding  regular 
and  impartial  elections.  Elections  would  be  held  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  and  the  establishment 
of  democracy  with  the  people’s  right  to  vote.  It  will  take 
time  to  establish  a  true  democracy;  it  needs  proper  lead¬ 
ership.  There  is  no  point  denying  that  there  is  a  dire  need 
of  democratic  leadership  in  our  country.  As  such,  every¬ 
body  should  have  a  voice  in  the  matter  of  holding  an 
election,  and  it  should  not  be  limited  to  political  parties 
alone.  All  professional  and  intellectual  groups  need  to 
participate  in  this  effort  to  establish  democracy. 

There  has  been  plenty  of  personality  worship;  no  more. 
All  classes  of  people  have  struggled  for  a  long  time;  many 
have  shed  their  blood  to  establish  a  responsible  and 
trustworthy  government,  to  preserve  the  political  rights 
of  the  people,  and  not  to  divide  status  and  positions 
among  a  few  through  their  private  accommodations.  For 
this  reason,  not  only  should  there  be  a  change  in  person¬ 
alities,  but  in  the  system  itself. 


INDIA 


Gandhi  Talks  to  Reporters  in  Calcutta  8  Apr 

46001447  Calcutta  THE  STATESMAN 
in  English  8  Apr  89  p  9 

[Text]  The  rise  of  fundamentalism  in  Bangladesh  is 
directly  responsible  for  the  influx  in  Bangladesh  nation¬ 
als  into  India,  Mr  Rajiv  Gandhi  said  in  Calcutta  on 
Friday.  The  Bangladesh  nationals,  according  to  him, 
were  infiltrating  into  India  partly  because  of  the  funda¬ 
mentalist  policies  being  pursued  by  Bangladesh.  “This  is 
bad,”  he  said  emphatically. 

Replying  to  reporters’  questions  at  Calcutta  airport 
before  leaving  for  Delhi  after  his  2-day  visit  to  West 
Bengal,  Mr  Gandhi  said  the  influx  was  also  the  result  of 
the  economic  differences  between  India  and  Bangladesh. 
The  prime  minister  said  he  had  been  in  touch  with  the 
Union  Home  Ministry  and  the  West  Bengal  chief  min¬ 
ister  on  the  influx  problem.  “We  want  to  take  steps  and 
would  like  the  state  government  to  do  likewise.” 
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Referring  to  the  absence  of  an  agreement  with  Bang¬ 
ladesh  on  the  sharing  of  Ganga  waters,  Mr  Gandhi  said 
India  was  “not  willing  to  unilaterally  extend  the  tempo¬ 
rary  agreement  which  India  has  with  Bangladesh.” 

Mr  Gandhi  said  he  had  “taken  a  very  strong  stand  with 
President  Ershad”  when  the  latter  visited  Delhi.  “I  had 
also  told  him  that  India  wanted  a  permanent  solution 
and  not  a  temporary  agreement.” 

Asked  whether  India  was  trying  to  become  a“super- 
power”  as  had  been  published  in  an  American  news 
magazine,  Mr  Gandhi  categorically  said  that  India  had 
no  ambitions  of  becoming  a  superpower. 

Replying  to  a  question  on  the  Assam  chief  minister,  Mr 
Prafulla  Mahanta’s  allegation  that  the  Centre  was  trying 
to  topple  the  AGP  [Assam  People’s  Council]  government 
there,  Mr  Gandhi  said  there  was  no  question  of  “top¬ 
pling  any  government.” 

Replying  to  a  question  on  the  expiry  of  the  Indo- 
Nepalesc  trade  and  transit  treaty,  Mr  Gandhi  said, 
“First,  let  me  say  that  we  are  willing  to  do  anything  that 
international  norms  require.”  He  promised  that  there 
would  be  no  problem  in  doing  what  was  required  by 
international  norms.  The  prime  minister  added,  “We 
feel  that  there  should  be  one  treaty  for  trade  and  transit.” 
He  also  felt  that  there  were  “certain  things  which  need  to 
be  sorted  out  between  the  two  governments.” 

He  assured  reporters  “We  will  chase  the  Bachawat  com¬ 
mittee  for  its  report  on  wage  revision  of  journalists  and 
non-journalists.” 


BJP  Official  Hints  Gandhi  May  Postpone 
Elections 

46001449  Calcutta  THE  STATESMAN 
in  English  10  Apr  89  p  1 

[Article  by  Sanjeev  Gaur:  “P.M.  May  Impose  Emer¬ 
gency,  says  Vajpayee] 

[Text]  Shimla,  9  April — Mr  Atal  Bihari  Vajpayee,  leader 
of  the  BJP  [Bharatiya  Janata  Party]  group  in  Parliament, 
thinks  that  the  Prime  Minister  Rajiv  Gandhi  may 
impose  Emergency  to  postpone  the  general  elections. 
The  BJP  leader  expressed  this  apprehension  regarding 
the  imposition  of  Emergency  while  addressing  a  crowded 
press  conference  here  today. 

Answering  a  pointed  question  Mr  Vajpayee  said:  “There 
arc  three  possibilities.  The  prime  minister  may  hold  the 
election  on  time,  he  may  hold  the  elections  in  June  to 
synchronize  with  the  Operation  Bluestar  anniversary 
and  he  may  impose  Emergency  to  postpone  the 
elections.” 

In  reply  to  another  question,  Mr  Vajpayee  said  that  “it 
would  be  suicidal  for  the  ruling  party  to  play  the  Punjab 


card  in  the  next  general  election.  The  BJP  leader,  while 
answering  a  volley  of  questions  on  the  current  Punjab 
situation,  stressed  that  the  Punjab  problem  would  not  be 
solved  till  the  Rajiv  Gandhi  Government  was  in  power. 
He  said  the  law  and  order  situation  had  not  improved  in 
Punjab  after  the  imposition  of  President’s  rule  in  the 
troubled  State  in  1987. 

He  blamed  Akalis  of  all  hues  for  the  lingering  troubles  of 
Punjab.  The  BJP  leader  remarked:  “The  Akalis  arc  a 
divided  lot  and  they  keep  changing  their  stands.  I  hold 
them  equally  guilty  for  the  current  lingering  troubles  of 
Punjab.  If  the  Akalis  have  to  play  a  positive  role  in 
solving  the  Punjab  problem,  they  will  have  to  condemn 
the  terrorists  without  mincing  words.” 

In  reply  to  another  question,  Mr  Vajpayee  said  that  the 
panchayat  election  should  not  be  held  in  Punjab  in  view 
of  the  grave  law  and  order  situation  in  the  State.  He 
further  said  that  the  prime  minister  was  not  sincere  in 
solving  the  problem.  When  asked  whether  Mr  Rajiv 
Gandhi  was  following  the  policy  of  his  mother  in  dealing 
with  the  problem.  The  BJP  leader  quipped:  “The  present 
prime  minister  has  no  policy.” 

Mr  Vajpayee  evaded  questions  about  his  party’s  assess¬ 
ment  of  the  21 -month-old  Devi  Lai  regime  in  Haryana  in 
the  light  of  charges  of  rampant  corruption  and  nepotism. 
The  BJP  is  the  ruling  alliance  partner  in  Haryana.  When 
pressed  for  a  reply,  Mr  Vajpayee  remarked:  “We  have 
not  made  a  full  assessment  of  the  Devi  Lai  Government 
so  far.” 

Earlier,  in  a  statement  circulated  at  the  start  of  the  press 
conference,  Mr  Vajpayee  demanded  that  the  report  of  the 
Special  Investigating  Team  [SIT]  constituted  on  the  rec¬ 
ommendations  of  the  Thakkar  Commission  to  inquire  into 
the  killing  of  the  late  prime  minister  be  made  public  along 
with  the  full  report.  The  BJP  leader  said:  “People  of  the 
country  have  a  right  to  know  what  the  SIT  says  and  what 
the  truth  is,  so  that  the  strong  suspicions  growing  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  should  go.” 

Saffron  and  green  BJP  flags  and  banners  could  be  seen  all 
over  the  town.  And  there  were  thousands  of  BJP  activ¬ 
ists — men,  women,  and  children  in  the  streets  and  bazars 
of  Shimla,  all  shouting  slogans  denouncing  Mr  Rajiv 
Gandhi  and  the  Himachal  Pradesh  chief  minister,  Mr 
Virbhadra  Singh.  The  most  popular  slogan  at  the  huge 
BJP  rally  at  the  ice  skating  rink  today  was:  “Gali  gali  me 
shor  hai  Rajiv  Gandhi  chor  hai.” 

People  came  from  all  over  the  State  for  today’s  rally — 
the  largest  in  recent  years,  according  to  observers.  The 
ice  skating  rink,  was  overflowing  with  people.  Several 
BJP  Stalwarts,  including  Mr  Atal  Bihari  Vajpayee.  Mr 
Shanta  Kumar,  former  Himachal  Pradesh  chief  minister, 
Mr  Bhairon  Singh  Shekhawat,  former  Rajasthan  chief 
minister  and  Mrs  Sushma  Swaraj,  Haryana  Education 
Minister,  addressed  the  rally. 
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They  all  made  hard-hitting  speeches  mainly  attacking  the 
Rajiv  Gandhi  Government.  Of  course,  Mr  Vajpayee  was 
the  star  attraction  at  the  rally.  He  said:  “Rajiv  Gandhi  has 
failed  on  all  fronts.  He  has  bungled  with  the  Punjab  accord 
and  he  is  bungling  with  the  Assam  accord.” 

The  BJP  leader  called  upon  the  people  to  throw  out  the 
Rajiv  Gandhi  Government.  He  remarked:  “Rajiv  Gan¬ 
dhi  is  the  worst  prime  minister  we  ever  had.  He  is 
surrounded  by  all  types  of  scandals.  He  says  he  did  not 
accept  money  in  the  Bofors  gun  deal.  We  ask  who  took 
the  money  then.” 

Mr  Vajpayee  also  criticized  the  prime  minister  for 
repeatedly  threatening  the  non-Congress(I)-ruled  States. 
What  is  the  problem  after  all?“ 

Mr  Vajpayee  claimed  that  the  BJP  was  fighting  for 
bringing  about  a  radical  change  in  the  system.  He 
remarked:  “People  are  fed  up  with  the  Congress(I)  and 
they  want  change.  The  BJP  is  engaged  in  the  fight  to 
change  the  corrupt  system.” 

Mr  Vajpayee  was  lustily  cheered  when  he  announced: 
“We  shall  not  only  remove  the  Rajiv  Gandhi  Govern¬ 
ment  but  we  shall  uproot  the  corrupt  Congress(I)  from 
the  country.” 

Vajpayee  on  Ambitions,  BJP  Chances  in  Election 

46240039  Calcutta  RAVIVAR  in  Hindi 
15  Apr  89  pp  49-51 

[Interview  with  Atal  Bihari  Vajpayee  by  Rajesh 
Rapariya:  “Whoever  Becomes  the  Next  Prime  Minister 
Will  Be  Better  Than  the  Present  One”] 

[Text]  [RAVIVAR]  In  the  present  political  situation  how 
do  you  evaluate  the  position  of  the  BJP  [Bharatiya 
Janata  Party]? 

[Vajpayee]  The  party  has  recovered  fully  after  the  shock 
it  had  received  in  the  1984  parliamentary  elections. 
Some  improvement  in  the  situation  took  place  in  the 
1985  state  assembly  elections.  In  the  recent  years,  the 
party  has  been  able  to  broaden  its  base  among  the 
people.  The  farmers  are  now  affiliated  with  the  party  in 
large  number.  Support  for  the  party  has  increased  among 
the  scheduled  castes  and  tribes.  In  Karnataka  and  Maha¬ 
rashtra  the  BJP  has  won  graduate  constituency  seats  for 
the  legislative  council.  The  great  success  achieved  by  the 
BJP  in  the  local  bodies  elections  in  Uttar  Pradesh  is 
indicative  of  the  increasing  popularity  of  the  party.  The 
BJP  is  determined  to  face  the  challenge  of  the  next 
election  with  confidence.  To  look  for  a  party  other  than 
the  BJP  as  an  alternate  to  the  Congress  at  the  center  is  as 
futile  as  to  look  for  a  flower  in  the  fig  tree. 

[RAVIVAR]  With  regard  to  the  rumour  and  context  of 
the  BJP-Shiv  Sena  alliance  you  had  mentioned  that  Shiv 
Sena  would  have  to  change  itself  further.  Will  you  please 
clarify  this  statement? 


[Vajpayee]  Like  all  other  parties  Shiv  Sena  is  also  under¬ 
going  a  change.  Now  its  anti-South  India  stance  has 
lessened.  If  it  has  to  win  the  confidence  of  Maharashtra 
as  a  whole  it  has  to  muster  more  public  support.  By 
giving  a  slogan  of  boycotting  the  Sikhs  it  has  demon¬ 
strated  that  it  has  a  very  narrow  view  of  Hinduism.  Only 
a  broad-minded  Hindu  can  shape  India’s  future. 

[RAVIVAR]  Recently  both  the  BJP  and  you  have  started 
talking  about  Hinduism.  Don’t  you  think  in  this  way  you 
may  lose  several  such  supporters  and  patrons  who  con¬ 
sider  you  a  liberal  and  secular? 

[Vajpayee]  There  has  been  no  recent  change  in  any  of  the 
policies  of  the  BJP.  The  party  is  fully  committed  to  the 
ideology  of  a  secular  state  and  equality-based  society. 
Those  people  in  the  BJP  who  have  been  associated  with 
the  R.S.S.  (Rashtriya  Swayamsevak  Sangh)  have  always 
been  proud  of  being  a  Hindu.  Those  who  are  not  Hindus 
have  been  faithful  to  their  respective  sects  or  religions. 
But,  all  of  them  take  a  pride  in  being  an  Indian.  The 
party  will  fight  the  elections  on  merit  of  its  own  political, 
economic,  and  social  programs.  For  me  Hinduism  is  not 
a  matter  of  catching  votes,  it  is  something  to  reflect  upon 
in  order  to  give  meaning  to  life.  I  live  secularism,  I  do  not 
wrap  it  around  me.  I  do  not  think  my  friends  will 
misunderstand  me. 

[RAVIVAR]  In  Udaipur  you  had  said  that  those  who 
want  to  seek  help  from  the  R.S.S.  will  have  to  change 
their  attitude  accordingly.  Is  this  not  different  from  your 
own  stand  in  1979  when  you  used  to  say  that  the  R.S.S. 
had  to  change  itself? 

[Vajpayee]  The  first  point  in  this  regard  is  that  it  is  not 
1979,  it  is  now  1989.  Second,  during  the  last  decade  much 
water  has  dried  in  the  desert  of  politics.  Politics  has  very 
much  become  power-centered.  In  this  difficult  situation 
the  R.S.S.  has  set  an  example  in  purposiveness,  disci¬ 
pline,  and  in  selfless  service.  Its  role  in  maintaining 
brotherhood  among  the  Hindus  and  Sikhs  in  Punjab  has 
been  significant.  In  tribal  areas  its  dedicated  services  will 
leave  an  everlasting  effect.  In  this  way,  during  the  last 
decade  while  on  one  hand  the  R.S.S.  has  further  refined 
itself,  on  the  other,  the  wrong  policies  of  the  so-called 
secular  parties  have  encouraged  fundamentalism.  Hin¬ 
dus  have  started  wondering  whether  being  a  majority  is 
a  crime.  If  this  feeling  is  not  removed  it  will  have 
harmful  consequences.  After  the  communal  division  of 
India  its  emergence  as  a  non-communal  state  has  been 
possible  because  of  the  ideology  of  Indian  Hindus  of 
treating  all  religions  equally.  In  order  to  maintain  this 
ideology  it  is  necessary  to  discard  all  sorts  of  communal- 
ism.  If  the  communal  stance  of  the  minority  section  is 
encouraged  just  to  catch  votes  and  the  majority  section, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  branded  communal,  it  will  only 
weaken  secularism. 

[RAVIVAR]  Your  party,  at  present,  is  working  in  isola¬ 
tion.  In  view  of  the  political  equations  do  you  feel  it  can 
be  effective  in  the  elections?  Don’t  you  think  it  may  be 
left  behind? 
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[Vajpayee]  The  BJP  will  coordinate  for  seats  with  other 
nationalist  and  democratic  parties  in  order  to  defeat  the 
Congress.  If  this  does  not  work,  it  will  fight  the  elections 
on  its  own  strength.  There  are  some  areas  where  only  the 
BJP  will  be  able  to  defeat  the  Congress.  If  other  parties 
vie  for  getting  elected  there  the  voters  will  not  support 
them  because  they  will  not  let  the  Congress  win  by 
dividing  votes.  In  other  areas  the  BJP  will  have  to  face 
similar  situation. 

[RAVIVAR]  Last  year,  in  the  month  of  August,  you  had 
made  a  plea  to  form  a  federal  party  by  combining  the 
opposition  parties.  What  was  its  basis?  Do  you  still  hold 
the  same  view?  If  even  now  a  federal  party  is  formed  will 
you  join  it? 

[Vajpayee]  In  a  federal  party,  at  first,  all  the  parties 
would  have  strived  to  work  out  a  common  program 
while  maintaining  their  individual  identity,  and  then, 
they  would  have  fought  the  election.  In  this  the  regional 
parties  would  also  have  participated  on  the  basis  of 
equality.  Our  earlier  experience  with  merger  of  the 
parties  together  has  not  been  good.  If  on  all  questions, 
including  that  of  even  selecting  officers  and  candidates, 
one  has  to  think  only  in  terms  of  one’s  own  constituent 
party,  then  the  mask  of  one  party  will  not  influence  the 
voters  enough. 

[RAVIVAR]  In  1977,  at  the  time  of  composition  of 
Janata  Party,  Jan  Sangh  had  agreed  to  its  merger, 
although,  there  were  serious  differences  of  opinion 
among  the  constituents.  Now  what  difficulties  are  there 
in  the  way  of  another  merger? 

[Vajpayee]  The  question  of  making  one  party  again  on 
the  basis  of  mergers  does  not  arise  with  those  who  had 
disintegrated  the  Janata  Party  on  a  lame  excuse  of  dual 
membership  and  thus  had  committed  a  crime  of  bringing 
the  Congress  back  into  power.  Disagreements  in  the 
matters  of  policies  and  programs  also  are  impediments 
in  a  merger. 

[RAVIVAR]  What  are  those  issues  on  which  your  party 
does  not  want  to  compromise? 

[Vajpayee]  Where  is  the  question  of  compromising  or 
not  compromising?  We  want  to  cooperate  with  others 
while  maintaining  our  separate  identity.  In  1977  the 
circumstances  were  exceptional.  The  very  institution  of 
democracy  was  at  stake.  In  order  to  restore  democracy 
we  were  prepared  to  go  to  any  extent.  Today’s  circum¬ 
stances  are  different. 

[RAVIVAR]  You  had  mentioned  at  Udaipur  that  by  way 
of  being  a  Hindu  you  unite  with  the  universe,  but,  as  an 
Indian  you  are  limited  within  the  bounds  of  a  country. 
Can  it  mean  that  you  consider  your  religion  to  be  greater 
than  the  country? 

[Vajpayee]  To  conclude  from  my  address  at  Udaipur 
that  1  consider  religion  greater  than  the  country  is 


ridiculous.  From  the  saying,  “Abandon  the  world  for  the 
sake  of  your  soul,”  it  cannot  be  concluded  that  one  has  to 
be  so  much  engrossed  in  egoism  that  he  should  neglect 
the  world.  At  Udaipur  1  had  stressed  upon  the  fact  that 
along  with  taking  pride  in  being  a  Hindu  we  should  also 
take  pride  in  being  an  Indian.  In  this  context  I  had 
mentioned,  that,  as  a  country  India  has  its  limitations 
but  on  the  level  of  contemplation  Hinduism  unites  me 
with  the  universe. 

[RAVIVAR]  Until  1986,  because  of  your  liberal  atti¬ 
tudes,  the  voters  had  better  image  of  you  for  the  position 
of  prime  minister  than  of  other  opposition  leaders. 
Besides  the  political  observers,  this  fact  was  also  evident 
from  several  opinion  polls.  But  now  it  is  not  so  any  more. 
Is  it  because  of  a  change  in  the  tone  and  policies  of  your 
party? 

[Vajpayee]  I  have  never  been  a  candidate  for  the  position 
of  prime  minister.  Nor  am  I  today.  Despite  my  so-called 
liberal  attitudes,  the  opponents  of  the  BJP  have  been 
continuing  to  brand  it  communal.  The  communists  did 
not  even  hesitate  in  calling  us  supporters  of  imperialism, 
although  they  already  had  seen  how  the  national  interest 
was  held  uppermost  during  the  Janata  administration. 
There  has  been  no  change  in  the  fundamental  principles 
of  the  party.  Our  policy  is  to  secure  additional  strength 
while  maintaining  our  present  support.  Only  the  next 
election  will  determine  to  what  extent  we  are  going  to 
succeed. 

[RAVIVAR]  Mr.  Advani  has  projected  you  as  the  BJP 
candidate  for  prime  ministership.  How  do  you  take  this 
suggestion? 

[Vajpayee]  I  am  not  in  the  race  for  prime  ministership.  I 
was  not  in  it  earlier  nor  will  1  be  later.  Mr.  Advani  might 
have  suggested  my  name  because  he  did  not  want  to 
support  anyone  else. 

[RAVIVAR]  Why? 

[Vajpayee]  This  question  should  be  posed  to  him.  Actu¬ 
ally,  to  who  will  be  the  prime  minister;  this  question 
should  not  be  raised  at  this  time.  If  the  opposition  gets  a 
majority  in  the  election  the  new  members  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment  will  elect  the  prime  minister.  V.  P.  Singh,  evi¬ 
dently,  has  come  up  as  a  prominent  leader  of  the 
opposition. 

[RAVIVAR]  What  do  you  think  are  the  essential  quali¬ 
ties  for  a  prime  minister  to  be  successful  in  the  face  of 
having  so  many  different  parties  as  well  as  conflicting 
opinions  among  them? 

[Vajpayee]  Honesty  and  ability.  Honesty  is  the  basic 
quality.  Along  with  this  one  has  to  have  the  ability  and 
skill  to  establish  harmony  among  mutual  conflicts  of 
interests  in  order  to  run  such  a  big  country.  But  whoever 
becomes  the  next  prime  minister  he  will  be  better  than 
the  present  one.  In  this  respect,  I  have  no  doubt  at  all. 
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[RAVIVAR]  As  a  political  party  Janata  Dal  has  taken 
shape.  Do  you  agree? 

[Vajpayee]  Janata  Dal  is  taking  a  form.  It  is  passing 
through  the  same  difficulties  through  which  Janata  Party 
had  to  pass  in  1977.  If  constituentism  survives  a  homo¬ 
geneous  party  will  not  be  formed.  It  is  why  we  are  not  in 
favor  of  a  merger.  It  is  possible  to  work  together  even 
while  maintaining  separate  identities;  on  the  other  hand, 
there  may  be  infightings  within  a  party. 

[RAVIVAR]  But,  at  that  time  the  basic  problem  was  of 
dual  membership. 

[Vajpayee]  The  basic  problem  was  not  of  dual  member¬ 
ship.  It  was  related  to  personal  ambitions.  We,  therefore, 
want  to  ask  why  even  now  quarrels  are  going  on  while 
there  is  no  Jan  Sangh  today  nor  is  there  a  question  of 
dual  membership.  Even  at  that  time  the  question  of  dual 
membership  was  not  the  primary  question.  This  was 
frequent.  It  was  made  into  an  instrument  to  disintegrate 
Janata  Party.  Janata  Party  was  disintegrated  because 
some  people  and  groups  had  unlimited  ambitions. 

[RAVIVAR]  Do  you,  then,  think  that  today  the  leaders 
have  no  ambitions? 

[Vajpayee]  No.  Ambitions  are  working  even  today.  But  a 
limit  must  be  put  on  personal  ambitions.  If  limits  are  not 
again  placed  on  ambitions,  Janata  Dal  will  meet  the 
same  fate  it  did  in  1979. 

Dange-Led  Communist  Party  To  Back  Gandhi 

46001448  Madras  THE  HINDU  in  English 
8  Apr  89  p  10 

[Text]  Calcutta,  7  April — The  Communist  Party  (CP)  set 
up  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr  S.  A.  Dange,  following 
the  merger  of  All-India  Communist  Party  (AICP)  and 
the  Indian  Communist  Party  (ICP)  formed  by  the  late 
Mr  Kalyanasundaram  of  Tamil  Nadu  and  the  splinter 
groups  of  the  CPI  [Communist  Party  of  India]  will  fight 
the  counter  revolutionary  and  destablisation  forces  rep¬ 
resented  by  opposition  groups  like  the  National  Front 
and  its  allies  including  the  CPI  and  CPRM)  [Communist 
Party  of  India-Marxist],  It  is  also  committed  to  extend 
its  support  to  the  Congress(I)  Government  led  by  Mr 
Rajiv  Gandhi. 

Talking  to  presspersons  here  the  general-secretary  of  the 
party,  Mr  Mohit  Sen,  said  the  Communist  Party  felt  the 
one-point  programme  of  the  other  Opposition  parties 
including  the  CPRM)  and  CPI,  for  the  removal  of  the 
Rajiv  Gandhi  Government  was  fraught  with  danger  as  it 
will  amount  to  supporting  forces  of  destabilisation.  This 
party  would,  however,  support  the  Rajiv  Gandhi  Gov¬ 
ernment  without  joining  hands  with  the  Congress(I). 

Mr  Sen  said  the  Congress(I)  had  failed  to  pursue  progres¬ 
sive  policies  on  the  economic  front  and  failed  to  involve 
the  masses  in  truly  democratic  developmental  activities. 


At  the  same  time  it  has  pursued  national  and  anti- 
imperialistic  foreign  policy  which  merited  support.  The 
Congress(I)  performance  in  West  Bengal  was  reprehen¬ 
sible  it  had  also  failed  to  take  the  initiative  to  mobilise 
national,  secular  forces  to  strengthen  unity  and  demo¬ 
cratic  traditions. 

Yet  there  was  no  alternative  to  the  Congress(I)  at  the 
Centre  at  the  moment  and  till  left  democratic  secular  and 
progressive  forces  were  strengthened  to  replace  the  Con- 
gress(I)  the  Rajiv  Gandhi  Government  should  be  sup¬ 
ported. 

Referring  to  the  Punjab  situation,  Mr  Sen  who  had  just 
returned  from  a  tour  of  the  strife-torn  State  said  the 
situation  had  greatly  improved.  The  State  Administra¬ 
tion  had  nearly  ended  the  parallel  administration  run  by 
terrorists.  Unfortunately  the  government  did  not  take 
appropriate  political  initiatives.  The  government 
seemed  to  rely  on  the  bureaucracy  and  police. 

Interview  With  CPI  General  Secretary  Rajeswara 
Rao 

46001444  Calcutta  THE  TELEGRAPH 
in  English  2  Apr  89  p  10 

[Interview  with  C.  Rajeswara  Rao,  who  was  recently 
re-elected  the  general  secretary  of  the  CPI  by  Manini 
Chatterjee] 

[Text]  [Question]  The  CPI  [Communist  Party  of  Indian’s 
main  theme  at  the  14th  party  congress  was  communist 
unity.  But  since  the  CPRM)  [Communist  Party  of  India- 
Marxist]  has  categorically  rejected  the  offer,  do  you 
propose  to  continue  with  your  efforts  for  unity? 

[Answer]  Our  party  feels  that  in  the  present  crisis  facing 
India  where  fundamentalist  and  reactionary  forces  are 
out  to  disrupt  the  unity  of  the  country  and  Rajiv  Gandhi 
is  unable  to  manage  this  country,  an  alterative  is  needed, 
a  better  alternative...  that  is  why  we  think  if  the  commu¬ 
nist  movement  comes  together,  we  can  play  a  bigger  role 
and  our  capacity  for  uniting  other  left  and  secular  forces 
will  be  much  more.  Not  only  on  an  all-India  level,  but  in 
several  states  we  will  be  a  big  force...  that  is  why  we  want 
all  the  communists  to  come  together.  Here  I  should  like 
to  tell  you  that  this  is  not  against  the  unity  of  the  left 
movement.  You  need  not  counterpose  the  unity  of  the 
left  movement  and  unity  of  the  communist  movement. 
The  left  movement  also  must  be  united  and  the  commu¬ 
nist  movement  must  also  be  united. 

[Question]  How  do  you  differentiate  between  the  two? 

[Answer]  To  start  with,  there  was  one  united  communist 
party.  Out  of  that,  first  there  became  two  parties  and 
then  again  their  party  (CPI-M)  split  in  1969.  The  then 
CPRML)  [Communist  Party  of  India-Marxist-Leninist] 
has  now  split  into  1 7  groups.  But  we  all  have  a  common 
background  and  that  is  why  unity  of  the  communist 
movement  (is  essential). 
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The  unity  of  the  left  movement  means  there  are  other  left 
parties  which  were  not  part  of  the  communist  movement 
in  the  past,  their  backgrounds  were  different.  But  now,  of 
course,  we  have  very  many  common  things  with  other 
left  parties.  So,  we  should  try  for  both.  We  don’t  think 
the  unity  of  the  communist  movement  is  opposed  to  the 
unity  of  the  left  movement. 

Then,  we  have  never  proposed  the  question  of  a  merger. 
We  have  stated  that  we  must  work  together  and  in  this 
process,  ultimately,  differences  will  be  resolved.  And 
unity  must  take  place  on  a  principled  basis — that  is  what 
we  have  said  in  every  document,  including  the  present 
one.  “Principled  basis”  means  on  the  basis  of  program¬ 
matic  points,  on  the  basis  of  other  things,  practical 
points  also....  So  we  have  never  proposed  merger,  only 
the  press  sometimes  does  not  differentiate  between  unity 
and  merger. 

[Question]  How  exactly  do  you  differentiate  between  the 
two? 

[Answer]  Unity  means  united  work. 

[Question]  But  you  already  have  united  actions... 

[Answer]  No,  (we  want)  united  work  on  more  and  more 
issues.  Merger  means  one  party,  which  we  have  never 
proposed.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  thought  it  (unity)  would 
be  a  process.  We  stated  this  at  the  Bhatinda  Congress 
(1978)  and  during  these  1 1  years  on  a  number  of  points 
we  (CPI  and  CPI-M)  have  come  closer.  For  instance,  on 
international  issues  we  arc  very  near  each  other.  Second, 
on  the  question  of  the  foreign  policy  of  the  country  (it  is 
not  the  foreign  policy  of  Rajiv  Gandhi)  we  are  together. 
Then,  on  Rajiv  Gandhi’s  economic  and  internal  policies, 
we  hold  the  same  opinion.  With  regard  to  the  danger  of 
communal  forces,  we  have  the  same  understanding.  So, 
in  these  1 1  years  we  have  come  closer  to  each  other. 

[Question]  But  what  about  the  continuing  differences 
over  the  programme? 

[Answer]  Now  I  don’t  want  to  go  into  that.  If  that  say 
they  their  programme  is  100  percent  correct  and  there  is 
nothing  to  change. 

[Question]  When  he  was  asked  this  question  recently, 
E.M.S.  Namdboodiripad  said  their  programme  was  not 
100  percent  correct  but  had  stood  the  test  of  time... 

[Answer]  It  means  the  same  thing.  I  don’t  want  to  get 
into  controversies;  we  have  written  about  it  so  many 
times...  According  to  us,  their  programme  even  at  the 
time  it  was  drafted,  was  not  correct.  For  instance,  their 
programme  is  rooted  in  the  most  sectarian  programme 
which  we  drafted  in  1951.  But  we  changed...  the  united 
party  changed  a  lot  of  things  from  the  1951  programme. 
According  to  that  programme,  the  Congress  government 
was  succumbing  to  multinationals  and  so  by  now  it 
should  have  gone  under  American  domination.  They 


(CPI-M)  stated  that  foreign  policy  is  also  going  to 
change.  They  said  that  in  the  rural  areas  feudalism  will 
be  dominant.  So  that  is  the  meaning  of  that  programme. 
The  point  is  at  that  time  also  it  was  wrong.  And  we  had 
so  many  debates  on  the  programme  and  we  printed  all 
the  articles — their  articles,  our  articles.  Therefore,  to  say 
that  their  programme  is  correct  and  we  should  adopt  that 
programme  is  not  correct.  If  they  say  their  programme  is 
a  Bible,  then  all  right,  let  them  keep  the  Bible  to 
themselves. 

[Question]  But  your  party  has  set  up  a  seven-member 
commission  to  revise  your  programme. 

[Answer]  We  will  do  it.  Please  understand  one  thing:  we 
don’t  think  a  programme  is  a  Bible  which  cannot  be 
changed.  Our  programme  was  drafted  24  years  back.  So 
was  their’s.  Many  important  developments  have  taken 
place  in  the  socio-economic  set-up.  So  we  are  studying 
and  collecting  material,  we  are  bringing  out  a  book  as  a 
background  for  discussion.  We  are  not  trying  to  take 
decisions  on  impressions.  We  are  serious  about  the 
programme  and  that  is  why  we  are  studying  the  changes 
that  have  taken  place. 

[Question]  You  feel  that  both  the  parties  should  review 
their  programmes? 

[Answer]  Let  them  review  or  let  them  not  review,  wc  arc 
not  bothered.  Wc  can  only  talk  of  our  own  party.  In  24 
years  a  lot  of  developments  have  taken  place.  Take,  for 
instance,  agriculture.  All  our  studies  say  that  now  the 
market  economy  has  come  up  even  in  agriculture  and  the 
old  feudal  relations  arc  no  longer  dominant.  So  wc  have 
come  to  this  conclusion  in  our  programme. 

Second  is  the  question  of  capitalist  development.  Not 
only  the  big  bourgeoisie,  but  the  smaller  bourgeoisie  has 
also  grown;  the  middle  bourgeoisie  has  grown;  capitalism 
as  a  whole  has  grown.  Yes,  multinational  investment  has 
grown,  but  then  the  public  sector  has  also  grown.  More¬ 
over,  the  present  international  situation  has  changed. 
Now  imperialism  is  not  strong  enough  to  dominate  such 
countries  as  ours.  It  is  difficult  for  them  to  dominate 
even  small  countries  and  our  country  is  a  big  country,  a 
medium  developed  capitalist  country.  Our  bourgeoisie  is 
quite  strong  and  need  not  surrender  to  American  impe¬ 
rialists  or  any  other  imperialists.  And,  therefore,  many 
dogmas  have  to  be  given  up.  For  instance,  the  changes 
that  are  taking  place  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  China. 
Both  the  Chinese  and  the  Soviets  say  the  same  thing — 
that  the  world  now  has  become  more  integral  and  more 
interdependent  because  of  the  technological  revolution 
and  so  many  things. 

Now,  about  the  CPI(M)’s  stand  on  people’s  democratic 
front,  they  say  it  will  be  under  the  leadership  of  the 
working  class  and  the  CPl(M).  I  would  like  to  ask  them, 
how  many  years  will  it  take  them  to  become  leaders  of 
this  big  country?  Till  then  will  nothing  happened  in  this 
country?  If  that  is  so,  why  have  they  proposed  an 
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alternative  of  left  and  secular  parties?  Is  it  people’s 
democraey?  So  why  were  they  forced  to  go  in  for  that? 

[Question]  But  that  is  a  transitory  stage,  isn’t  it? 

[Answer]  Everything  is  transitory.  National  democracy 
and  people’s  democracy  is  also  transitory  to  socialism. 
So  why  were  they  forced  to  do  this?  Earlier  they  said  left 
and  democratic  front,  then  people’s  democracy,  then 
socialism.  Now  a  fourth  stage  has  come  up — a  left  and 
secular  alternative.  They  do  not  use  the  word  demo¬ 
cratic,  just  left  and  secular. 

[Question]  But  isn’t  that  an  immediate  electoral  tactic? 

[Answer]  No,  no,  no.  They  say  it  is  an  alternative,  an 
alternative  to  the  Rajiv  Gandhi  government.  So  is  it 
people’s  democracy?  Why  have  they  been  forced  into  it? 
Because  many  developments  have  taken  place,  there  is  a 
vacuum  today.  They  (non-left  forces)  are  trying  to  fill  it 
up,  and  we  (the  left)  also  want  to  do  it.  So  we  say  left, 
democratic  and  secular  parties  and  forces  should  come 
together.  So,  we  are  not  sticking  to  dogmas  and  we  do  not 
think  that  the  country  will  wait  till  the  CPI(M)  becomes 
a  dominant  force  in  the  country. 

Meanwhile,  something  else  will  come.  We  feel  that  the 
working  class  will  become  stronger,  the  worker-peasant 
alliance  will  become  stronger,  and  the  communist  move¬ 
ment  must  unite  in  order  to  make  these  forces  stronger. 
We  see  it  as  a  process.  But  we  are  not  dogmatic  and  do 
not  say  that  we  will  become  a  leading  force  and  until  then 
nothing  will  happen.  Let  them  keep  their  dogmas... 

[Question]  Ideally,  you  would  like  a  joint  programme 
commission  so  that  both  the  parties  can  together  review 
their  programmes? 

[Answer]  Don’t  get  into  that.  We  want  to  review  our 
programme.  It  is  up  to  them  to  decide  on  their  pro¬ 
gramme.  We  have  already  passed  a  resolution  that  a 
full-fledged  discussion  will  take  place  in  the  party  (on 
revising  the  programme).  We  will  invite  left  intellectuals 
also  to  contribute.  And  after  a  full-fledged  discussion,  we 
will  hold  a  special  congress  (for  the  purpose). 

[Question]  Apart  from  the  programmatic  differences, 
you  also  have  differenees  with  the  CPI(M)  over  the 
taetical  line,  particularly  in  Andhra  Pradesh... 

[Answer]  Yes,  there  is  the  question  of  Andhra  and  Assam 
and  Tamil  Nadu  where  we  have  different  assessments. 
And  we  don’t  think  the  way  they  pose  the  issues  is 
correct.  Take  the  Telugu  Desam  Party  (TDP)  now  you 
will  see  the  fate  of  TDP...  and  so,  they  (our  differences 
here)  will  be  resolved  in  practice. 

[Question]  Coming  back  to  unity,  are  you  ruling  out  the 
question  of  merger  at  a  future  stage? 


[Answer]  It  is  not  on  the  agenda.  What  is  on  the  agenda 
is  united  work  on  the  issues  on  which  we  are  together. 
Why  waste  our  time  on  what  should  happen  in  the  future 
and  all  that? 

[Question]  How  exactly  do  you  envisage  unity  in  terms 
of  organisation  and  action? 

[Answer]  Well,  in  terms  of  organisation,  now  there  is  a 
coordination  committee  (of  the  CPI  and  CPI-M)  only  at 
the  national  level.  We  want  such  coordination  commit¬ 
tees  at  state  and  district  levels  so  that  they  ean  resolve 
whatever  differences  there  are  at  that  level  and  have 
common  activity  on  issues  on  which  they  are  united. 

Second,  at  the  mass  organisations  level,  there  can  be  one 
united  trade  union  organisation  of  the  four  left  trade 
unions  and  to  start  with  the  Citu  and  Aituc  can  come 
together.  The  Aituc  has  already  stated  this.  In  the  same 
way,  there  can  be  other  common  mass  organisations. 

[Question]  Regardless  of  the  CPI(M)’s  attitude  towards 
unity,  are  you  hopeful  that  some  of  the  Naxalite  groups 
will  come  to  your  fold? 

[Answer]  Of  the  1 7  Naxalite  groups,  1 5  have  changed 
their  views.  They  have  given  up  some  of  the  Maoist  ideas 
they  had  been  holding.  Only  two  groups,  the  People’s 
War  group  in  Andhra  Pradesh  and  the  Maoist  Coordi¬ 
nation  Centre  in  Bihar  eontinue  to  hold  the  earlier  views 
(individual  annihilation,  anti-Sovietism  etcetera).  In 
Andhra,  three  Naxalite  groups  are  already  working  with 
us  on  many  issues.  We,  therefore,  want  to  bring  them 
back  to  the  mainstream  of  the  communist  movement. 

[Question]  In  Bihar,  if  the  IPF  [expansion  unknown]  and 
the  CPI  get  together,  do  you  think  you  will  become  a 
major  force  now? 

[Answer]  We  are  already  talking  to  eaeh  other  but  don’t 
talk  in  terms  of  major  force  or  minor  force  and  all  that. 
I  am  only  talking  of  bringing  these  groups,  which  have 
been  changing,  back  into  the  mainstream.  They  are 
changing  because  of  their  own  experiences  and  also 
because  of  the  changes  in  China. 

[Question]  In  view  of  the  discussion  at  the  Calcutta 
congress,  will  you  concentrate  on  building  up  an  inde¬ 
pendent  left  revolving  around  mass  struggles  or  will  you 
continue  your  ties  with  bourgeois  opposition  parties  in 
an  attempt  to  improve  your  electoral  strength? 

[Answer]  When  elections  come,  we  will  think  of  electoral 
tactics,  not  now.  Because  many  changes  will  take  place 
before  the  elections.  Now  we  are  more  interested  in  mass 
movements  and  struggles  on  our  own  and  in  unity  with 
other  left  parties.  On  some  issues,  also  with  secular, 
bourgeois  parties,  [as  published]  On  the  issue  of  peace  we 
are  even  (willing  to  go  along)  with  the  ruling  Congress(I). 
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Regarding  communalism,  the  main  issue  which  has 
cropped  up  is  the  Babri  Masjid-Ramjanmabhoomi  issue 
where  the  Hindu  communal  forces  are  out  to  fan  com¬ 
munal  riots  and  openly  propagate  Hindu  rashtra.  At  the 
recent  Kumbh  Mela  in  Allahabad,  they  announced  that 
on  9  November  they  will  pull  down  the  Babri  Masjid  and 
lay  the  foundation  for  the  Ramjanmabhoomi  temple 
with  bricks  brought  from  villages  consecrated  with 
Ganga  water.  This  will  be  a  very  big  danger  for  the 
country.  That  is  why  we  will  have  a  joint  movement 
along  with  other  left  parties  and  secular  forces  that  are 
prepared  to  come  with  us. 

Then  we  will  have  all-India  land  struggles,  struggles  on 
the  trade  union  front,  struggles  on  the  issue  of  atrocities 
to  women.  So,  for  the  next  5-6  months,  it  is  struggles  and 
movements  for  us. 

[Question]  Is  the  CPI  opposed  only  to  the  Telugu  Desam 
in  Andhra  Pradesh  or  is  it  a  more  general  opposition  to 
all  bourgeois  parties? 

[Answer]  No,  there  is  no  general  opposition  to  bourgeois 
parties.  We  want  to  build  an  alternative  and  we  do  not 
preclude  adjustments  with  other  secular  parties. 

[Question]  But  are  such  adjustments  with  Telugu  Desam 
unlikely? 

[Answer]  What  do  you  mean  unlikely?  There  is  no 
question  of  it.  We  have  stated  this  in  our  report  and 
resolutions. 

[Question]  But  what  about  parties  such  as  the  AGP 
[Assam  People’s  Council],  the  DMK  [Dravidian  Progres¬ 
sive  Foundation]  and  the  Janata  Dal? 

[Answer]  We  have  not  discussed  it  yet.  But  in  principle 
we  are  not  opposed  to  having  adjustments  with  other 
secular  opposition  parties.  Regarding  the  DMK,  in  the 
last  elections  we  adjusted  with  Jayalalita... 

[Question]  But  that  does  not  preclude  adjustments  with 
the  DMK  in  future... 

[Answer]  We  will  see.  After  all,  all  these  parties  keep  on 
changing.  Only  at  the  time  of  elections  can  we  discuss  it. 

[Question]  What  is  the  CPI’s  attitude  to  the  ruling 
Congress(I)?  While  you  have  been  a  consistent  critic  of 
the  Rajiv  Gandhi  government,  do  you  feel  it  was  a 
mistake  to  have  supported  the  Congress  under  Jawaha- 
rlal  Nehru  and  Indira  Gandhi? 

[Answer]  That  is  not  correct.  If  we  support  certain 
polieies,  it  cannot  be  interpreted  as  complete  support  to 
the  party.  For  instance,  in  our  party  programme  (1964) 
we  have  stated:  “An  alternative  path  will  mean  first  and 
foremost  the  replacement  of  Congress  or  any  other  form 


of  bourgeois  rule  by  a  government  composed  of  anti¬ 
imperialist,  anti-feudal  and  anti-monopoly  forces  capa¬ 
ble  of  and  determined  to  carry  out  revolutionary 
changes...  ’’This  government  will  be  born  out  of  strug¬ 
gles.  On  one  issue  or  another  we  might  have  cooperated 
with  the  Congress,  but  our  programme  states  that  the 
Congress  has  to  be  replaced.  That  is  our  fundamental 
position. 

(Question]  But  sections  of  your  party  did  feel  that  the 
Congress,  or  at  least  its  leadership,  represented  the 
progressive  sections  of  the  bourgeoisie. 

[Answer]  No,  No,  No,  you  are  all  mistaken.  There  were 
some  sections  which  were  progressive,  but  we  never  said 
the  ruling  party  as  a  whole  was  progressive  and  we 
should  unite  with  it.  But  on  a  particular  issue  we  might 
have  united. 

[Question]  Despite  the  rise  of  reactionary  and  funda¬ 
mentalist  forces,  do  you  think  the  left  has  a  better  future 
than  ever  before? 

[Answer]  Yes,  of  course.  Those  who  fight  will  have  a 
better  future.  In  Punjab,  because  of  our  consistent  fight 
against  fundamentalists,  we  have  earned  the  respect  of 
the  people. 

[Question]  But  why  do  you  think  the  left  has  a  better 
future  today  than  in  the  60s  or  70s? 

[Answer]  Nobody  can  ignore  the  left  today.  Rajiv  Gan¬ 
dhi’s  influence  is  declining  and  a  vacuum  is  being 
created  and  that  is  why  the  responsibility  of  the  left  has 
also  increased.  And  people  see  that  the  left  is  playing  an 
important  role. 

[Question]  After  repeatedly  expressing  your  desire  to 
resign  from  the  post  of  general  secretary,  what  has  made 
you  stay  on  for  another  term? 

[Answer]  The  only  reason  is  that  our  national  council 
thought  that  now  the  change  should  not  be  made.  But 
there  is  a  work  division  between  the  deputy  general 
secretary  and  myself  and  all  the  other  secretaries. 

[Question]  But  you  were  very  reluctant  till  the  very 
end.... 

[Answer]  Yes,  but  finally  everybody  decided  that  this  is 
not  the  time  for  change.  We  have  a  system  of  periodical 
assessment  and  making  changes.  A  year  ago  we  made 
certain  changes  in  the  central  secretariat  and  central 
executive  committee.  So  we  will  not  wait  for  3  years  but 
make  periodical  assessments  and  make  whatever 
changes  that  are  necessary  including  the  post  of  general 
secretary. 

[Question]  What  do  you  think  of  the  democratisation 
taking  place  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  what  impact  has  it 
had  on  the  Indian  communists? 
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[Answer]  We  have  stated  that  more  democratisation  and 
more  openness  is  a  good  thing  not  only  because  it 
strengthens  the  Soviet  system  but  also  because  socialism 
is  becoming  more  and  more  attractive  to  larger  sections 
of  people  in  capitalist  countries  including  our  own. 

[Question]  But  do  you  agree  with  Mr  Gorbachev’s 
assessment  that  the  contradictions  in  the  international 
sphere  are  being  modified? 

[Answer]  We  support  the  new  thinking  in  general.  It  is 
producing  good  results.  For  instance,  the  U.S.  imperial¬ 
ists  were  forced  to  sign  the  INF  treaty.  Now  the  problem 
of  Namibia  and  Angola  is  being  resolved.  Similarly, 
many  other  regional  conflicts  are  being  resolved. 

[Question]  How  has  this  glasnost  and  perestroika 
affected  the  Indian  communists? 

[Answer]  I  cannot  speak  on  behalf  of  the  Indian  commu¬ 
nist  movement  but  only  for  my  own  party.  As  far  as  the 
CPI  is  concerned,  we  have  always  had  inner  party 
democracy  and  people  express  their  opinions  freely.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  when  our  congress  was  attended  by  some 
of  these  parties,  they  used  to  be  surprised  at  the  extent  of 
inner  party  democracy. 

[Question]  Do  you  think  that  the  thaw  in  the  ties 
between  the  Chinese  and  the  Soviet  communist  parties 
has  a  direct  bearing  on  the  efforts  towards  communist 
unity  in  India? 

[Answer]  That  has  nothing  to  do  with  us.  They  are 
solving  their  problems  and  therefore  coming  closer.  But 
we  have  to  resolve  our  differences  here  and  it  does  not 
directly  depend  on  what  is  happening  there,  though,  of 
course,  the  atmosphere  (created  by  CPSU-CPC  [Com¬ 
munist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Union-Communist  Party  of 
China]  ties)  will  help  us. 

Kudal  Commission  on  Use  of  Foreign,  Indian 
Funds 

46001424  New  Delhi  PATRIOT  in  English  3  Apr  89  p  I 

[Text]  The  Kudal  Commission  report,  kept  secret  from 
Parliament  for  2  years,  has  indicted  a  large  number  of 
voluntary  organisations  for  accepting  CIA  [Central  Intel¬ 
ligence  Agency]  funds  from  conduits  in  Europe  and  the 
United  States.  The  commission  has  also  held  the  Gandhi 
Peace  Foundation,  AVARD  [Association  of  Voluntary 
Agencies  for  Rural  Development]  and  other  groups  with 
which  prominent  opposition  leaders  have  been  associ¬ 
ated,  guilty  of  sending  sensitive  data,  border  maps  and 
information  about  politically  troubled  areas  to  foreign 
agencies  intent  on  destabilising  the  country. 

Justice  Kudal  submitted  his  first  report  on  25  October 
1984,  a  week  before  Indira  Gandhi  was  assassinated.  The 
seven  reports  submitted  to  the  government  by  30  Janu¬ 
ary  1987,  were  not  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  in  an 
understanding  that  congress  leaders  reached  with  the 


leaders  of  the  Janata  Dal  and  Lok  Dal  group.  Congress 
strategists  are  now  demanding  that  the  government 
disclose  the  Kudal  findings  that  link  prominent  Janata 
Dal  leaders  with  groups  “that  jeopardise  the  security  of 
the  State,”  by  their  functioning,  so  as  to  counter  the 
Opposition’s  campaign  on  the  Thakkar  report. 

The  Kudal  Commission  has  also  indicted  trusts  run  by 
senior  Janata  Dal  leaders  such  as  Mr  Madhu  Dandawate, 
his  wife  Pramila  Dandawate,  Mr  Dhanik  Lai  Mandal, 
Mr  Purshottam  Kaushik,  Mr  Rabi  Ray  for  misappropri¬ 
ation  and  diversion  of  massive  foreign  and  Indian  aid 
funds  into  unauthorised  areas  and  political  activity, 
including  funding  political  activity,  in  their  own  constit¬ 
uencies.  Several  times  in  his  massive  report.  Justice 
Kudal  has  described  many  voluntary  organisations  as 
“collaborating”  with  “imperialist  forces”  and  agencies 
that  are  disruptive. 

One  of  the  biggest  scandals  was  of  the  Gandhi  Smarak 
Nidhi  in  Kerala,  which  received  funds  totalling  over  Rs 
59  Lakh  from  World  Neighbours.  Its  secretary  K.  Jan- 
ardhan  Pillai  had  in  his  letter  to  the  donors  said  “trade 
unions  affiliated  to  the  ruling  Marxist  party  are  aggres¬ 
sive.  The  Opposition  parties  are  finding  it  difficult  to 
function.  Churches  and  temples  are  being  looted.  After 
the  letter,  Mr  Pillai  received  another  Rs  4.27  lakh.  The 
commission  said  it  could  not  rule  out  the  possibility  of 
the  Nidhi  having  played  into  the  hands  of  the  CIA.  ’’The 
Nidhi  was  found  indulging  in  an  activity  of  a  highly 
questionable  nature,  bordering  sedition.” 

The  CBI  [Central  Bureau  of  Investigation]  last  month 
started  prosecution  on  about  cases  under  the  Official 
Secrets  Act  for  sending  secret  and  classified  data,  includ¬ 
ing  large  scale  maps  normally  used  by  the  defence  forces, 
to  foreign  agencies.  The  commission  had  given  its  find¬ 
ings  in  180  cases  which  it  fully  investigated.  Over  210 
cases  were  incomplete  when  the  commission  was  wound 
up,  and  50  specific  investigations  had  been  stayed  by 
high  courts.  The  reports  runs  into  7,000  pages,  and  its 
annexures  total  over  14,000  pages. 

The  commission  said  the  government  should  make  new 
laws  to  check  activities  of  voluntary  organisations  col¬ 
laborating  with  foreign  funding  organisations  of  doubt¬ 
ful  antecedents.  Justice  Kudal  identified  several  such 
foreign  agencies,  including  the  EZE,  a  West  German 
group,  the  U.S.  group  called  World  Neighbours  and  a 
number  of  European  and  American  church  groups. 

Justice  Kudal  particularly  noted  that  most  of  the  volun¬ 
tary  organisations  operating  in  the  border,  coastal  and 
tribal  areas  of  the  country  were  getting  large  funds  from 
EZE,  West  Germany,  and  other  agencies.  The  funds  had 
no  relationship  with  the  constructive  and  developmental 
work.  A  large  chunk  of  the  funds  were  used  for  various 
disruptive  activities  meant  to  create  chaos  and  destabi¬ 
lisation  in  the  country.  The  commission  demanded  laws 
to  stop  the  flow  of  foreign  funds  through  voluntary 
organisations. 
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One  agency,  he  noted,  had  demanded  that  its  Indian 
Collaborator  give  it  sensitive  maps  and  data  on  the 
Brahmputra-Barrak  Basin,  including  geophysical  and 
geohydrological  information.  “It  is  a  matter  of  great 
concern  as  to  why  foreign  agencies  arc  taking  so  much 
interest  in  collection  of  such  data  and  information  for 
which  they  are  prepared  to  dole  out  huge  amounts  of 
money.”  Mr  Kudal  said  that  often  enough  the  Indian 
groups  resorted  to  clandestine  methods  to  send  the 
information  to  their  donors. 

The  commission  exposed  with  unrelenting  penetration 
the  goings  on  in  the  Gandhi  Peace  Foundation  and 
AVARD,  the  AVARD  foundation  for  rural  develop¬ 
ment,  the  Sarva  Seva  Sangh  and  several  other  Gandhian 
organisations,  and  the  men  running  them,  including  Mr 
Radhakrishnan  and  others  who  he  held  guilty  of  divert¬ 
ing  and  misutilising  funds.  The  government,  he  said, 
should  take  over  the  management  of  these  organisations 
to  ensure  that  they  do  not  indulge  in  any  activity  that 
may  bring  bad  name  to  the  country  and  tarnish  the 
image  of  the  Mahatma. 

Of  the  political  leaders  indicted  in  the  report,  most  have 
been  found  guilty  of  diverting  funds  for  their  own 
political  use.  Mr  Madhu  Dandawate  is  trustee  of  the 
Matri  Mandir  in  his  home  district  Ratnagiri  in  Maha¬ 
rashtra.  The  trust  received  grants  from  the  All  India 
Handloom  Board  for  developing  rural  marketing.  The 
funds  were  utilised  for  other  purposes. 

Mr  George  Fernandes,  who  was  the  Industries  Minister 
in  1977,  ordered  the  Khadi  and  Village  Industries  Com¬ 
mission  to  give  Rs  24  lakh  to  AVARD  and  then  used  the 
money  to  serve  his  political  interests,  Justice  Kudal  said. 

Mr  Dhanik  Lai  Mandal,  then  Minister  of  State  for 
Home,  procured  Rs  21.50  lakh  from  AVARD  for  the 
Madhubani  Zila  Samagra  Vikas  Sansthan  for  agriculture 
development  publicity.  The  money  was  however  used  to 
buy  and  pump  and  a  tractor,  used  for  Mr  Mandal’s  lands. 

Pressure  on  India  in  Intellectual  Propertt'  Rights 
Code 

46001452  Bombay  THE  TIMES  OE  INDIA 
in  English  13  Apr  89  p  12 

[Editorial;  “Patent  Pressures”] 

[Text]  India  has  agreed  that  the  current  negotiations  on 
international  trade  called  the  Uruguay  Round,  may 
cover  the  issue  of  intellectual  property  rights,  but  keep¬ 
ing  open  the  question  whether  arrangements  in  this 
regard  should  be  made  under  the  auspices  of  the  world 
trade  body,  the  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade 
(GATT).  The  United  States  has  been  pressing  for  the 
GATT  umbrella  in  order  to  use  access  to  its  markets  as  a 
lever  to  have  its  way  on  issues  like  patents  protection, 
which  is  precisely  what  developing  countries  wish  to 
prevent.  It  had  become  clear  from  the  insistent  argu¬ 
ments  put  forward  by  the  EEC  and  Switzerland  that  the 


other  big  players  in  the  patents  game  also  want  that  the 
rules  in  this  regard  should  enjoy  CiATT  sanction.  The 
pressure  on  the  developing  countries  has  been  building 
up  for  some  time,  with  the  United  Stales  taking  the  lead 
in  shutting  out  from  its  shores  exports  from  countries — 
Brazil,  for  example — for  alleged  violation  of  American 
patents.  This  is  clear  notice  to  the  developing  countries 
that  their  effort  at  learning  by  doing  to  advance  their 
industrialisation  is  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  indus¬ 
trialised  nations.  Given  the  unequal  relations  among 
nations,  India  has  had  to  relent.  But  New  Delhi  docs  not 
want  to  admit  this.  This  explains  the  argument  that  by 
participating  in  the  GATT  negotiations,  it  hopes  to 
ensure  that  provisions  on  Trade-Related  Intellectual 
Property  Rights  (TRIPS)  accommodate  the  special  inter¬ 
ests  of  developing  nations. 

But  once  a  TRIPS  code  is  framed  under  GATT,  one  or 
the  other  industrialised  country  is  bound  to  use  charges 
of  patent  violation  to  stymie  industrial  exports  of  the 
developing  countries.  This  implies  that  patent  rights  will 
be  defined  in  hard  terms  at  the  GATT  level,  and  devel¬ 
oping  countries  will  be  required  to  bring  in  legislation  to 
honour  these  rights.  Once  that  happens,  foreign  capital 
and  technology  will  presumably  flow  more  readily  into 
the  developing  countries.  But  that  will,  in  turn,  lead  to 
demands  for  opening  up  the  economy  to  foreign  capital. 
True,  India  encourages  foreign  capital  in  varying  degrees 
in  a  select  range  of  industries.  But  the  priorities  on  which 
selection  is  based  may  then  be  undermined.  There  is  also 
the  danger  that  TRIPS  will  pave  the  way  to  TRIMS,  or 
Trade-Related  Investment  Measures.  This  raises  the 
prospect  of  Indian  policy  coming  under  pressure  of 
powerful  foreign  interests.  When  New  Delhi  talks  of 
influencing  the  GATT  code  on  patents  to  secure  special 
and  differential  treatment  for  the  developing  nations, 
what  it  really  means  is  that  it  is  working  for  a  second-best 
deal.  It  can  be  argued  that  this  shift  in  New  Delhi’s 
stance  stems  from  a  belief  that  the  policy  of  economic 
liberalisation  makes  it  incumbent  on  India  to  be  accom¬ 
modating  in  order  to  maintain  access  to  western  capital 
and  technology.  Or  it  may  well  be  that  India  has  really  no 
choice  in  the  matter  because  resisting  western  pressures 
has  undoubtedly  high  costs.  Instead  of  fudging  the  issues. 
New  Delhi  needs  to  take  the  country  into  confidence. 


Pakistan  Rejects  Indian  Claims  on  Number  of 
Detainees 

46001443  Bombay  THE  TIMES  OE  INDIA 
in  English  I  Apr  89  p  12 

[Text]  Wagah  Border,  31  March  (PTl) — The  fate  of 
950-odd  Indian  nationals  reportedly  detained  in  Paki¬ 
stan  has  been  virtually  scaled  with  the  Pakistani  author¬ 
ities  rejecting  India’s  claim  about  the  number  of  such 
prisoners  there. 

Pakistan  has  acknowledged  the  presence  of  only  1  50  out 
of  1,100  Indians  mentioned  in  a  list  forwarded  recently 
by  India  for  initiating  the  process  of  their  repatriation 
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under  the  treaty  between  the  two  countries,  according  to 
Mr  W.  J.  Umranikar,  the  first  secretary  in  the  Indian 
embassy  at  Islamabad. 

He  said  the  Pakistani  officials  had  also  turned  down  the 
Indian  government’s  persistent  plea  for  handing  over  the 
53-odd  prisoners  of  war  (POW),  who  were  taken  into 
custody  by  the  Pakistan  army  during  the  conflict  of  1 965 
and  1971. 

There  was  no  Indian  POW  in  its  jails  had  been  the  stand 
of  the  Pakistan  government,  Mr  Umranikar  told  report¬ 
ers  on  his  arrival  here  in  connection  with  the  mutual 
repatriation  of  13  Indian  fisherman  and  37  Pakistani 
nationals. 

The  figures  compiled  by  the  home  ministry,  Mr  Umran¬ 
ikar  said,  were  based  on  a  large  number  of  queries  and 
letters  received  by  it  and  the  Indian  embassy  in  Pakistan 
from  the  relatives  of  those  who  were  believed  to  have 
crossed  over  to  Pakistan,  inadvertently  or  otherwise. 

He  said  antecedents  of  the  “missing”  persons  were 
thoroughly  investigated  by  the  government  before  put¬ 
ting  forward  a  claim  for  their  repatriation. 

Last  year  a  list  of  722,  such  persons  believed  to  be  in 
Pakistan  jails  was  handed  over  to  the  authorities  there  who 
“sat  over  it  and  did  not  respond,”  Mr  Umranikar  said. 

“The  exact  number  of  Indians  jailed  in  Pakistan  is 
anybody’s  guess  as  we  have  to  rely  on  the  figures  pro¬ 
vided  by  Pakistan,”  Mr  Umranikar  said. 

Moreover,  Pakistan  is  cold  to  Indian  initiatives  on 
repatriation  of  the  prisoners,  he  said. 

Mr  Umranikar  said  the  issue  of  the  number  of  Indians 
imprisoned  in  Pakistan,  specially  the  POW’s,  and  their 
repatriation,  would  form  the  main  item  of  agenda  during 
the  forthcoming  secretary-level  talks  between  the  two 
countries  likely  to  be  held  in  May. 

He  said  efforts  were  made  to  meet  nearly  150  Indian 
prisoners,  who  were  brought  to  Multan  Jail  from  various 
jails. 

Most  of  them  were  fishermen,  some  smugglers  and  men 
of  the  Indian  intelligence  agencies  and  few  others  who 
strayed  into  Pakistan  territory,  Mr  Umranikar  said. 

A  talk  with  them  confirmed  that  there  were  more  Indian 
prisoners  in  Pakistan,  he  said. 

Mr  Umranikar,  who  deals  with  exchange  of  prisoners, 
said  in  his  knowledge  at  least  6  women  and  1 2  children 
were  among  the  detainees. 

Referring  to  the  miserable  living  conditions  in  which 
Indian  prisoners  were  kept,  he  said  there  were  a  number 
of  complaints  about  the  plight  of  such  prisoners. 


Anti-India  Feeling  in  Nepal  Analyzed 

46240040a  New  Delhi  NAVBHARAT  TIMES 
in  Hindi  22  Apr  89  p  6 

[Article  by  Suryakant  Bali;  “India’s  Options  in  Nepal”] 


[Text]  Indo-Nepal  relations  have  become  as  strained  as 
they  were  friendly  once.  The  relations  are  so  bad  now 
that  both  Nepal  and  India  are  at  a  loss  what  to  do  and 
both  countries  want  to  end  this  situation. 

India  is  troubled  because  Nepal,  after  expiration  of 
mutual  trade  pacts,  is  feeling  the  pinch  caused  by  disap¬ 
pearing  basie  need  items  in  the  market.  It  is  making 
noise  all  over  the  world  that  a  large  country  like  India  is 
pushing  eeonomic  boycott  against  it.  The  world  will  not 
stop  to  investigate  the  reason  why  the  food  from  Nepal’s 
mouth  is  being  taken  out.  India  is  being  blamed  for  this 
deed  because  sympathy  automatically  goes  to  the  perse¬ 
cuted  country.  India  does  not  want  this  negative  public¬ 
ity  to  keep  going. 

Nepal  wants  to  end  the  present  difficult  situation 
because  it  depends  on  India  for  its  survival.  It  can  always 
brag  loudly  [against  India],  but  it  knows  that  it  cannot 
depend  on  the  United  States  or  China  for  its  basic 
import  needs. 

Still,  why  do  not  they  clear  up  their  misunderstanding? 
To  answer  this  question,  we  need  to  understand  what 
caused  the  problems  between  India  and  Nepal.  Nepal  is 
a  very  small  country  when  compared  to  India.  It  is  not 
much  larger  than  one  of  India’s  provinces.  Actually,  it 
has  been  a  part  of  India  from  cultural  and  social  points  of 
view.  It  has  become  a  separate  country  because  the 
British,  who  were  busy  trying  to  get  India  under  a  central 
government,  never  tried  to  get  Nepal  under  its  gover¬ 
nance.  After  India’s  independence,  Nepal  was  worried 
that  India  might  try  to  annex  it.  India,  however,  never 
had  such  plans,  nor  it  has  now.  There  is,  however,  no 
remedy  for  suspicions  and  Nepal’s  suspicion  increased 
with  some  statements  that  some  Indian  leaders  made 
and  steps  that  India  took. 

Once  Pandit  Nehru  said  that  an  attack  on  Nepal  would 
be  considered  an  attack  on  India.  Nepal  reacted  nega¬ 
tively  to  this  statement.  India  tried  to  clarify  the  state¬ 
ment  nicely;  however,  the  wall  of  suspicion  went  on 
getting  higher  and  higher. 

Nepal  Congress  wants  to  adopt  a  multi-party  system  in 
its  parliamentary  system.  It  always  had  and  still  have 
close  relations  with  India  leaders.  Nepal’s  emperors 
began  to  wonder  if  India  was  conspiring  to  end  the  royal 
rule  in  Nepal  and  establish  a  democracy  there.  India  has 
never  done  anything  through  its  talks  or  action,  but  the 
Nepalese  emperors  kept  suspeeting  India. 

Mrs  Indira  Gandhi  had  made  Sikkim  a  part  of  India 
during  her  first  terms  as  the  prime  minister.  This  made 
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the  emperors  in  Bhutan  and  Nepal  very  alert.  They  are 
still  very  alert  despite  India’s  assurance  to  both  emper¬ 
ors. 

The  continuing  suspicion  in  the  minds  of  Nepalese 
royalty  led  to  launching  of  some  paper  canoes  by  some 
vested  interests.  These  canoes  cannot  be  controlled  by 
India  or  the  Nepalese  king  now.  During  the  era  when 
India  and  China  were  waging  war  against  each  other,  the 
Nepalese  left  wing  started  an  anti-India  campaign.  These 
anti-India  groups  joined  forces  with  the  suspicious  ele¬ 
ments  within  the  royalty  in  Nepal  and  made  its  way  into 
the  royal  palace. 

Meanwhile,  the  king  of  Nepal  made  a  big  mistake.  He 
unwittingly  proposed  to  make  Nepal  and  peace  area  at 
his  coronation  ceremony.  His  proposal  sounds  like  a 
meaningless  bundle  of  idealistic  emotions.  However,  it 
was  open  to  all  kind  of  far-fetching  interpretations.  The 
young  king  had  not  thought  about  such  results. 

Nepal  is  surrounded  from  all  sides  by  two  countries. 
China  is  one  side  and  India  on  the  other  three  sides.  The 
well-meaning  statement  that  the  King  had  made  in  order 
to  get  some  respect  for  Nepal  in  international  politics 
was  slowly  used  as  a  symbol  against  India  by  anti-India 
groups  in  Nepal.  They  took  some  actions  that  made 
China  appear  as  their  friends  and  made  the  pendulum  of 
suspicion  against  India  keep  swinging. 

A  road  that  is  useless  for  6  months  every  year  was  built 
from  Lhasa  to  Kathmandu.  It  was  natural  for  India  to  get 
worried.  This  worry  was  presented  as  anti-Nepalese. 
Nepal  closed  a  12-mile  area  on  its  northern  border  to 
foreigners.  Indians  were  also  banned  from  this  area; 
however,  there  was  no  ban  on  Chinese  in  the  southern 
part  of  Nepal.  Last  year  nepal  imported  400  to  600 
truck-loads  of  weapons  from  China.  Thus,  it  sent  the 
message  that  only  India  is  dangerous  to  Nepal. 

These  actions  made  the  governments  of  both  countries 
suspicious  of  each  other;  however,  the  people  in  both 
countries  remained  friendly.  To  attack  these  relations, 
these  forces  did  three  things.  First,  Indian  nationals  were 
required  to  obtain  permits  to  work  in  Nepal.  According 
to  the  1950  friendship  treaty  both  countries  had  agreed 
to  give  the  citizenship  rights  of  employment,  business, 
and  the  right  to  own  property  to  citizens  of  either 
country.  The  permit  plan  scared  the  150,000  Indian 
nationals  settled  in  Nepal.  When  India  objected,  it  was 
told  to  pass  a  similar  law  there.  The  conspiracy  called  for 
dismissal  of  about  65  to  70  thousand  Nepalese  working 
in  the  Indian  army  and  other  places.  This  would  have 
caused  problems  for  those  Nepalese  workers  and  their 
dependents.  India  showed  its  natural  maturity  and 
refused  to  do  that. 

The  second  act  was  to  levy  heavy  duty  on  things 
imported  from  India  thus  making  Indian  goods  rela¬ 
tively  more  expensive  than  those  imported  from  other 
countries.  This  uprooted  many  Indian  businessmen  in 
Nepal. 


The  third  and  the  shrewedest  act  was  to  ignore  Indian 
government’s  repeated  requests  to  renew  business  and 
cooperation  pacts  between  the  two  countries.  This 
decreased  the  supply  of  daily  need  goods  in  Nepal  and 
resulted  in  long  lines  in  front  of  stores  and  warehouses. 
Then  they  began  to  announce  in  Nepal  and  New  York 
that  India  has  started  an  economic  boycott  of  Nepal  and 
that  it  wants  to  starve  Nepalese  people.  In  other  words, 
“I  win  even  when  I  lose.” 

Let  us  discuss  both  sides  now.  The  first  is  the  fact  that 
the  anti-India  forces  in  Nepal  are  so  successful  that  they 
have  already  formed  a  government  under  the  leadership 
of  Prime  Minister  Marich  Man  Singh  Shrestha.  Foreign 
Minister  Shailendra  Kumar  Upadhyaya  and  the 
Nepalese  ambassador  to  India  both  have  emerged  as 
eloquent  anti-Indian  campaigners.  This  is  a  very  small 
group  and  is  not  associated  with  the  90  to  95  percent  of 
Nepal’s  population.  However,  it  is  controlling  the  gov¬ 
ernment  because  of  its  strong  unity  and  access  to  propa¬ 
ganda  mechanism.  One  reason  for  their  success  is  the 
failure  of  the  Nepalese  king  who  is  suffering  from  suspi¬ 
cion  against  India.  The  other  reason  is  the  failure  of 
Indian  diplomacy.  This  small  group  has  used  false  and 
weak  bridges  and  made  it  all  the  way  to  the  top.  The  king 
of  Nepal  has  never  made  any  anti-India  statement.  What 
does  it  mean  when  Nepal’s  people  are  screaming  for  help 
and  their  king  is  silent? 

The  second.  Why  is  this  group  opposing  India?  This 
groups  thought  it  appropriate  to  involve  in  anti-India 
activities  in  order  to  get  Chinese  support  when  India  and 
China  were  opposed  to  each  other.  India  and  China  may 
not  be  friends  now,  they  are  not  enemies  either.  They  are 
not  ready  to  fight  with  each  other  at  all.  Either  this  group 
is  not  able  to  understand  this  fact  or  it  is  not  able  to 
change  its  tune  at  this  time. 

What  should  India  do?  We  should  be  very  careful  at  each 
step.  The  situation  indicates  that  the  communication 
between  India  and  the  king  of  Nepal  has  broken  down. 
We  must  establish  this  communication  again.  It  should 
be  remembered  that  the  real  power  in  Nepal  lies  with  the 
King  and  not  with  Marich  or  Upadhyaya. 

During  the  last  2  or  3  days  the  government  of  Nepal 
appears  to  have  forgotten  its  bravery  and  is  hinting  about 
holding  talks  with  the  government  of  India.  It  is  obvious 
that  during  the  last  one  month  Shrestha-Upadhyaya- 
Shah  groups  has  seen  the  truth.  Why  should  India  refuse 
to  talk  with  a  brotherly  neighbor  like  Nepal?  The  real 
question  is:  Is  this  group  trustworthy?  Can  an  agreement 
with  this  anti-India  groups  be  made  without  the  full 
involvement  of  the  King?  This  kind  of  agreement  must 
assure  that  there  will  be  no  more  anti-India  atmosphere 
in  Nepal. 

The  Nepalese  ambassador  in  India  has  expressed  a  lot  of 
anti-India  sentiment.  It  has  become  very  important  for 
Indian  government  to  send  him  back  to  Nepal.  It  is  not 
hard.  Nepalese  rulers  have  already  explored  China  and 
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the  United  States  when  supplies  from  India  has  stopped 
coming  in.  They  did  not  only  return  empty  handed  from 
there,  but  also  got  advice  to  improve  their  relations  with 
India. 

There  should  be  a  new  ambassador  from  Nepal  and  the 
new  ambassador  should  be  pro-India.  After  this  India 
should  start  the  supply  of  essential  goods  to  Nepal.  It 
should  be  kept  in  mind  that  the  people  who  are  deprived 
are  not  anti-India,  but  great  supporter  of  our  country. 
Then,  India  should  sign  a  new  agreement  with  a 
Nepalese  government  that  is  not  interested  in  starting 
problems  with  India. 

Gurkha  Leader  Denounces  Nepal’s  Attitude  to 
India 

BK3005041989  Delhi  Radio  in  English 
0240  GMT  30  May  89 

[Text]  The  chairman  of  the  Darjeeling  Gurkha  Hill 
Council,  Mr  Subash  Ghisingh  [West  Bengal  leader  of  the 
people  of  Nepali  origin],  has  strongly  criticized  the 
attitude  adopted  by  the  Nepal  Government  toward  India 
in  recent  weeks.  He  said  this  has  cast  an  unfortunate 
shadow  on  the  traditional  relations  of  friendship  and 
brotherhood  between  the  governments  and  people’s  of 
the  two  countries.  In  an  exclusive  interview  to  a  leading 
daily  recently,  Mr  Subash  Ghisingh  said  Nepal  has 
enlarged  the  controversy  over  the  trade  and  transit 
treaties  and  unnecessarily  tried  to  internationalize  it.  He 
described  Nepal’s  decision  to  whip  up  the  controversy  as 
a  calculated  political  maneuver. 

Mr  Ghisingh  also  denounced  the  recent  measures  taken 
by  the  Nepal  Government  against  Indian  nationals,  even 
as  the  government  and  the  people  of  India  continue  to 
extend  the  hand  of  friendship  to  their  Nepalese  brethren. 
He  said  the  harassment  of  Indians  by  the  Nepal  Govern¬ 
ment  is  against  the  long-standing  friendly  relations 
between  the  two  countries. 

Mr  Subash  Ghisingh  said  Kathmandu’s  actions  betray  a 
callous  disregard  for  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the 
people  of  Nepal.  Mr  Ghisingh  said  Nepal  should  think 
100  times  before  it  tries  to  break  its  historic  ties  with 
India,  and  described  such  an  action  as  a  grave  mistake, 
saying  that  the  facts  of  geography  cannot  be  changed.  He 
emphasized  Nepal  should  realize  that  its  relations  with 
India  are  more  vital  than  its  ties  with  100  other  coun¬ 
tries. 

Indian  Nationals  Reported  Harassed  in  Bhutan 

46240040b  New  Delhi  JANSATTA  in  Hindi 
27  Apr  89  p  1 

[Article  by  Purbi  S.  Thapa:  “Indians  Harassed,  Insecure 
in  Bhutan’’] 

[Text]  Futsoling  (Bhutan),  26  April — Foreigners,  espe¬ 
cially  Indians,  are  being  harassed  and  feel  insecure  in 
this  financial  capital  of  Bhutan.  They  claim  that  the 


Bhutanese  government  has  created  conditions  that 
leaves  them  no  alternatives  but  to  leave  Bhutan.  The 
government  has  cancelled  trade  permits  of  two  Indian 
nationals  and  has  suspended  1 7  more  licenses.  Another 
businessman  whose  permit  was  also  revoked  was  told  to 
close  his  business  and  leave  the  country  within  7  days! 
According  to  another  report  when  a  businessman  died, 
the  Indian  embassy  had  to  intervene  in  order  to  have  the 
business  permit  transferred  to  his  son. 

There  are  accusations  that  work  permits  of  foreigners  are 
not  being  renewed.  There  was  this  report  involving 
Bhutan  Calcium  Carbide  Limited  (BCCL).  About  170 
workers  of  this  organizations  will  be  required  to  return  to 
India.  Dismissal  notices  effective  on  April  2 1  were  also 
given  to  1 6  Indian  grade  four  employees  in  the  electricity 
division.  These  workers  are  thinking  about  writing  a 
letter  to  Prime  Minister  Rajiv  Gandhi. 

A  taxi  driver  in  Bhutan’s  capital  Thimphu  was  worried 
that  his  work  permit  might  be  cancelled.  This  taxi  driver 
from  Sikkim  has  been  living  in  Bhutan  since  1968.  His 
work  permit  is  due  for  renewal  in  August.  He  and  several 
of  other  taxi  drivers  stated  that  work  permits  of  many 
taxi  drivers  from  India  and  Nepal  were  not  renewed. 
They  had  to  return  to  their  countries.  A  builder  is 
returning  to  Gorakhpur  (Uttar  Pradesh)  permanently 
along  with  his  nephew.  The  proprietor  of  the  firm  for 
which  they  worked  came  to  see  them  both  off  at  the  bus 
stop.  The  work  permit  of  the  builder  was  not  renewed 
and  his  nephew  did  not  want  to  stay  in  Bhutan  alone. 
Their  employer  expressed  grief  at  his  government’s  new 
policy. 

What  is  this  policy?  Was  it  formulated  with  Indian 
nationals  in  mind?  Is  this  allegation  true?  How  true  is  the 
declaration  that  Indians  in  Bhutan  feel  insecure? 

The  truth  is  that  this  is  not  a  special  policy  of  Bhutan 
government  and  it  was  not  made  with  a  specific  nation¬ 
ality  in  mind.  In  1987,  Bhutan  just  like  any  other 
developing  country  faced  the  problem  of  over  supply  of 
skilled  workers  and  limited  job  opportunities.  The  gov¬ 
ernment  discovered  that  there  were  1 1 3,000  foreign 
workers  employed  in  Bhutan  and  80  percent  of  develop¬ 
ment  work  depended  on  them.  The  government  also 
learned  that  30  percent  of  the  students  in  educational 
institutions  were  from  other  countries  and  40  percent  of 
its  health  services  were  being  used  by  foreigners.  The 
government  gave  instructions  to  take  measures  to  help 
the  local  laborers  and  solve  the  problem  of  surplus 
foreign  workers.  The  1970  policy  of  work  permits  and 
use  of  identity  cards  was  enforced  again.  This  policy  was 
not  practiced  until  now.  For  example,  there  is  no  need  of 
the  Indian  laborers  hired  to  build  the  Bhutan  Calcium 
Carbide  Limited.  This  plant  is  ready  to  go  into  produc¬ 
tion.  Such  actions  are  not  limited  to  Indian  nationals. 
The  government  has  included  its  own  civil  service 
employees  under  this  policy.  The  government  decided  to 
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retain  only  the  most  qualified  employees.  Some  depart¬ 
ments  have  issued  restricting  work  permits  for  Bhu¬ 
tanese  also.  The  principle  behind  all  this  is  very  clear: 
Those  who  are  not  necessary  have  to  leave. 

While  unemployment  is  increasing  in  Bhutan  because  of 
surplus  foreign  labor,  Bhutan  is  also  worried  about  the 
violent  movement  carried  out  by  the  Gurkha  National 
Liberation  Front  in  Darjeeling. 

4,500  Chakma  Tribes  People  Flee  Bangladesh 
Violence 

BK27051 13489  Hong  Kong  AFP  in  English 
1049  GMT  27  May  89 

[Text]  New  Delhi,  May  27  (AFP)— Some  4,500  Buddhist 
Chakma  Tribes  people  have  fled  into  India  from  Bang¬ 
ladesh’s  troubled  Chittagong  Hill  Tracts  in  the  past  three 
days,  the  PRESS  TRUST  OF  INDIA  (PTI)  said  Satur¬ 
day. 

The  news  agency  quoted  Tripura  State  Home  Minister 
Samir  Ranjan  Burman  as  saying  that  another  15,000 
Chakmas  were  expected  to  cross  the  border  into  the  state 
“at  any  moment.” 

Mr.  Burman  said  the  tribals,  carrying  reports  of  atroci¬ 
ties  committed  by  Bengali-speaking  Muslim  settlers  and 
the  Bangladesh  Army,  were  being  housed  in  five  camps 
in  the  state. 

The  latest  violence  in  the  rugged  Chittagong  Hill  Tracts 
broke  out  May  4  when  tribal  insurgents  assassinated  a 
prominent  Muslim  official  in  Rangamati  District. 

Nine  villages  were  razed  to  the  ground  and  an  estimated 
30  people  murdered  in  reprisal  raids  by  Muslim  settlers 
in  the  area. 

The  Bangladesh  Government  has  officially  denied  the 
resultant  exodus  to  India  and  has  promised  safe  passage 
to  an  estimated  29,000  Chakma  refugees  currently  in 
Tripura,  to  participate  in  hill  council  elections  June  25. 

Editorial  Examines  Obstacles  in  Indo-Pak 
Relations 

460  70017  Calcutta  ANANDA  BAZAR  PATRIKA 
in  Bengali  10  Feb  89  p  4 

[Editorial:  “Complexities  in  Indo-Pak  Relations”] 

[Text]  Pakistan  has  rejected  India’s  proposal  to  jointly 
patrol  border  areas.  According  to  the  Indian  Prime 
Minister,  Pakistan  has  developed  a  missile  capable  of 
carrying  nuclear  weapons  to  many  strategic  targets 
within  India.  According  to  an  American  weekly  news 
magazine,  Pakistan  has  manufactured  as  many  as  four 
nuclear  bombs,  and  each  of  them  are  considerably  large 
and  their  destructive  capacities  are  also  significant. 
Compared  to  this  bomb,  the  Indian  explosion  in 


Pokhran  a  number  of  years  ago  is  diminutive  in  propor¬ 
tion.  The  Pakistani  newspaper,  THE  NATION,  has 
informed  that  the  special  type  of  steel  needed  to  produce 
a  nuclear  arsenal  is  currently  being  manufactured  in  the 
country,  and  the  Pakistani  scientists  are  no  longer  depen¬ 
dent  upon  favors  of  foreign  countries. 

Collectively  the  above  news  items  are  not  very  pleasing 
to  the  soft  nerves  of  India.  Prime  Minister  Rajiv  Gandhi 
recently  had  a  very  cordial  discussion  with  the  Prime 
Minister  of  the  restructured  civilian  administration  of 
neighboring  Pakistan  who  has  been  able  to  bring  about 
some  change  in  the  suffocating  military  environment  of 
her  country.  However,  in  terms  of  foreign  policy,  their 
military  posture  still  remains  unchanged.  In  other  words, 
the  situation  has  not  improved  to  such  an  extent  that 
India  should  feel  relieved.  Just  as  it  would  not  be  fair  to 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  when  Pakistani  Prime 
Minister  Benazir  Bhutto  states  that  she  is  sincerely 
interested  in  developing  friendly  relationship  with  India, 
she  is  not  being  truthful,  it  would  also  be  a  mistake  to 
assume  that  she  would  be  able  to  materialize  her  enthu¬ 
siasm  soon.  The  seed  of  the  poison-tree  that  was  planted 
on  the  occasion  of  independence  or  partition,  has  been 
nourished  by  the  waters  of  distrust  and  animosity  for  a 
long  period.  It  has  developed  into  a  large  tree  and  has 
created  a  large  chasm  in  the  foundation  of  the  mutual 
relationship.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  not  fair  to 
expect  any  quick  improvement.  Common  sense  would 
point  to  the  fact  that  no  matter  how  much  the  two  prime 
ministers  of  the  two  countries  may  try,  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  remove  the  militaristic  postures  at  the  bor¬ 
ders  and  the  severe  accumulated  animosity  from  the 
minds  of  the  people  all  of  a  sudden.  It  is  also  quite 
practical  to  assume  that  such  an  attempt  might  create 
serious  internal  problems  in  both  countries.  In  addition, 
the  problems  of  Benazir  Bhutto,  Pakistan’s  prime  min¬ 
ister  may  be  more  serious.  If  an  allegation  could  be  built 
up  that  she  is  soft  toward  anti-Pakistan  India,  immedi¬ 
ately  her  throne  could  become  shaky.  In  Pakistan,  anti- 
Bhutto  politicians  arc  very  active.  The  threat  of  an  India 
attack  is  a  very  useful  weapon  to  upset  any  government. 
Naturally,  Benazir  would  have  to  be  very  careful  to 
ensure  that  the  opposition  does  not  get  any  excuse  soon. 
It  is  vcr>'  difficult  to  predict  whether  any  agreement  of 
jointly  patrolling  the  borders  would  have  brought  such  a 
danger.  However,  the  unpleasant  truth  has  been  revealed 
from  Benazir’s  decision  that  the  military  authorities  did 
not  approve  of  India’s  proposal. 

Rajiv  Gandhi’s  problems  in  this  country  arc  no  less 
critical.  Opposition  parties  are  very  active  in  taking 
advantage  of  his  political  problems.  The  people  of  this 
country  do  not  have  the  mental  framework  of  adopting 
the  traditional  characteristic  of  patience  and  generosity 
in  accepting  that  even  though  Pakistan  might  not  dem¬ 
onstrate  any  sign  of  softening,  India  would  have  to 
maintain  its  gentlemanly  posture.  There  is  no  doubt 
about  the  fact  that  Rajiv  is  sincerely  interested  in  devel¬ 
oping  a  better  and  more  friendly  relationship  with  Paki¬ 
stan.  A  group  of  informed  citizens  arc  supportive  of  the 
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House  again.  Punjab  once  again  had  put  its  fate  in  the 
hands  of  Mian  Nawaz  Sharif  while  the  few  PPP  assembly 
members  nursed  their  wounds.  Even  the  prime  minister 
had  become  aware  of  their  conspiracy.  It  was  decided  at 
high  levels  to  recognize  Mian  Nawaz  Sharifs  political 
control  in  Punjab  and  invite  him  for  lunch.  Thus,  the 
prime  minister  invited  Mian  Nawaz  Sharif  to  end  this  3 
month-old  conflict  and  tension  in  relationship. 

It  would,  however,  be  premature  to  expect  all  the  con¬ 
flicts  between  the  PPP  and  IJI  or  between  federal  and 
Punjab  governments  come  to  an  end  just  because  of  a 
lunch  invitation.  Mian  Nawaz  Sharif  will  have  to  be  very 
careful  now  and  observe  PPP’s  political  activities.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  note  that  while  he  was  invited  to 
the  prime  minister’s  house,  a  special  team  of  Pakistan 
Banking  Council  had  arrived  in  Lahore  to  audit  his  bank 
account.  One  the  one  side  talks  with  Mian  Nawaz  Sharif 
included  proposals  for  cooperation  and  understanding, 
and  on  the  other  side  some  PPP  members  insisted  on  not 
resting  until  the  IJI  government  was  thrown  out. 

Mian  Nawaz  Sharif  has  to  look  carefully  and  find  out  if 
the  period  of  hostility  and  fighting  is  over  or  is  the  PPP 
just  regrouping  for  the  next  round. 

Appointment  of  Nusrat  Bhutto  as  Senior  Minister 
Criticized 

46560030a  Islamabad  HURMAT  in  Urdu 
2-8  Apr  89  p  5 

[Editorial] 

[Text]  With  the  induction  of  30  new  faces  including  the 
Pakistan  Peoples  Party  Chairman  Begum  Nusrat  Bhutto 
as  a  result  of  recent  expansion  and  reshuffle  in  the 
Federal  Cabinet,  the  total  number  of  the  Federal  Cabinet 
has  gone  up  to  43.  In  addition,  an  almost  equal  number 
of  special  advisors,  security  men  and  other  advisors  and 
officers  on  special  duty,  particularly  to  aid  the  Prime 
Minister,  Mrs  Benazir  Bhutto,  were  already  on  the  rolls. 

The  present  federal  cabinet  is  probably  the  largest  cabi¬ 
net  in  Pakistan’s  history  and  instead  of  going  into  detail 
as  to  what  kind  of  work  Madam  Prime  Minister  intends 
to  get  from  these  ladies  and  gentlemen,  we  would  like  to 
point  out  that  according  to  our  information,  formation 
of  this  team  of  the  prime  minister,  consisting  as  it  does  of 
ministers  and  officers  equivalent  to  almost  10  cricket 
teams,  has  become  a  matter  of  joke  in  national  circles  in 
the  country.  In  particular,  her  appointment  of  her  hon¬ 
orable  mother  Begum  Nusrat  Bhutto  as  senior  minister 
has  become  a  focus  of  bitter  condemnation  and  contro¬ 
versy  all  over  the  country. 

Prior  to  this,  when  Mr  Hakim  Ali  Zardari  was  appointed 
Chairman,  Public  Accounts  Committee,  the  opposition 
had  strongly  objected  to  this  step  and  his  appointment 
was  dismissed  as  merely  patronage  to  the  prime  minis¬ 
ter’s  father-in-law.  Following  this  controversial  appoint¬ 
ment,  it  was  being  hoped  that  the  Prime  Minister,  Mrs 


Benazir  Bhutto,  will  henceforth  refrain  from  appointing 
any  of  her  dear  relatives,  an  action  which  could  hurt  her 
reputation. 

To  put  it  mildly,  appointment  of  Nusrat  Bhutto  as  senior 
minister  (who  can  also  be  described  as  deputy  prime 
minister)  is  a  highly  regrettable  and  thoughtless  step.  No 
doubt.  Begum  Nusrat  Bhutto,  besides  being  the  wife  of 
the  former  prime  minister,  late  Zulfiqar  Ali  Bhutto,  is  in 
her  own  right  a  national  level  politician  and  a  very  nice, 
experienced  lady  who  has  seen  the  world  and  in  this 
regard,  her  appointment  as  senior  minister  would  have 
been  correct  and  appropriate.  However,  since  she  is  the 
mother  of  the  prime  minister,  it  would  have  been  better 
if  she  had  not  been  included  in  the  cabinet,  in  order  to 
save  the  prime  minister  from  charges  of  blatant  nepo¬ 
tism.  In  fact  it  is  because  of  such  actions  that  a  govern¬ 
ment’s  image  in  the  eyes  of  the  public  shines  or  gets 
tarnished. 

In  fact,  right  from  the  beginning,  some  circles  in  the 
nation  had  been  expressing  fears  that  once  the  Pakistan 
Peoples  Party  comes  to  power  it  will,  as  in  its  former 
administration,  make  nepotism  the  cornerstone  of  its 
politics  and  authority,  and,  now  as  a  result  of  the  prime 
minister’s  bestowing  patronage  on  her  father-in-law  and 
mother,  these  fears  have  been  confirmed.  At  the  same 
time,  there  is  a  growing  fear  among  serious  circles  that 
this  situation  may  not  [as  printed]  lead  to  a  crisis  on  the 
political  front.  Therefore,  we  request  the  Prime  Minister, 
Mrs  Benazir  Bhutto,  to  refrain  from  any  such  step,  since 
this  may  lead  to  a  crisis  and  that  it  is  because  of  such 
regrettable  incidents  of  nepotism  that  a  government 
loses  its  reputation  of  integrity  and  unselfishness  and 
suffers  loss  of  its  popularity  among  the  masses. 

Sectarian  Violence  Endangers  National  Unity 

46560032  Karachi  JASARAT  in  Urdu  10  Apr  89  p  3 

[Editorial:  “This  Bloodshed — How  Long’’] 

[Text]  If  serious  consideration  is  not  given  to  the  causes 
leading  to  the  recent  bloody  incidents  in  Hyderabad  the 
results  will  be  fatal.  Various  linguistic  and  racial  groups 
are  now  moving  away  from  areas  of  mixed  population  to 
places  populated  mainly  by  members  of  their  particular 
group  of  people.  This  mentality  and  tactics  suggest  that 
we  are  now  getting  disappointed  of  living  together  as  one 
nation.  This  calls  for  a  moment  of  reflection  on  the  part 
of  the  intelligentsia  and  statesmen.  If  we  are  not  pre¬ 
pared  to  live  in  this  country  as  members  of  one  nation 
then  there  is  no  reason  for  the  country  to  remain  united. 
The  people  of  the  country  as  a  whole  are  the  target  of  this 
situation  and  are  directly  involved  with  all  hardships  and 
difficulties.  The  terrorists  and  subversive  elements  make 
good  their  escape  after  creating  violence  and  it  is  the 
people  who  become  the  victims  of  this  violation.  Until 
now  the  government  has  not  succeeded  in  bringing  the 
terrorists  to  justice.  The  over  abundance  of  weapons  has 
made  the  life  of  the  citizens  miserable.  Desperate  and 
rebellious  youths  make  a  show  of  their  weapons  to  the 
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citizens,  but  the  administration  seems  to  be  incapable  of 
challenging  and  controlling  them.  Such  a  situation  is 
intolerable  for  the  citizens.  Violence  and  disturbances 
have  become  part  of  everyday  life.  People  are  forced  to 
erect  iron  gates  in  their  streets  and  build  fortresses 
around  their  neighborhoods.  But  the  question  is  against 
whom  they  are  taking  all  these  precautionary  measures 
and  why  is  the  administration  incapable  of  arresting 
these  enemies? 

The  people  have  the  right  to  ask  the  administration  as  to 
how  long  they  should  suffer  humilities  and  as  to  when  the 
government  will  take  necessary  measures  to  put  an  end  to 
this  lawlessness,  when  the  criminals  will  be  arrested  and 
when  the  people  will  once  again  live  in  peace  and  tranquil¬ 
ity.  Now  the  people  will  no  longer  be  satisfied  with  empty 
promises.  The  government  will  have  to  go  a  step  further 
than  just  making  promises  and  take  practical  steps.  The 
Sindh  province  is  in  the  grip  of  lawlessness,  and  the 
situation,  instead  of  becoming  better,  is  taking  a  turn  for 
the  worse.  It  was  expected  that  after  the  establishment  of  a 
democratic  and  elected  government  lawlessness  would  be 
brought  under  control.  But  this  expectation,  too,  could  not 
be  fulfilled.  The  current  democratic  government,  too, 
appears  to  be  making  no  headway  in  finding  the  causes  of 
this  unrest  and  lawlessness.  In  addition,  this  government’s 
announcement  that  it  is  facing  difficulties  in  arresting  the 
masked  men  and  bringing  them  under  control  has  caused 
further  dismay  and  disappointment.  If  the  government, 
despite  its  resources,  is  incapable  of  arresting  the  masked 
terrorists  and  bringing  them  under  control,  then  who  else 
can.  All  over  the  world  the  government  is  duty  bound  to 
protect  the  lives  and  property  of  the  citizens.  It  is  with  a 
sad  heart  that  we  have  to  admit  that  the  murderers  in  this 
province  are  roaming  about  freely,  and  the  government  has 
failed  to  arrest  and  punish  them.  It  is  being  said  that  a 
third  party  is  also  involved  in  bloodshed  and  destruction. 
Whose  task  is  it  to  find  and  arrest  this  foreign  third  party? 
Can  the  people  be  expected  to  accomplish  this  task?  Isn’t  it 
the  responsibility  of  the  government  to  deal  with  local  and 
foreign  enemies  and  punish  them  in  such  a  way  that  it 
could  serve  as  a  lesson  to  others. 

The  situation  demands  that  the  federal  government  take 
immediate  steps  to  help  the  government  of  Sindh  because 
the  prevailing  conditions  have  proved  beyond  doubt  that 
the  enemies  of  the  state  are  very  powerful  and  influential 
and  that  the  foreign  elements  too  are  busily  engaged  in 
subversive  activities.  The  federal  government  shouldn’t 
stand  aloof,  saying  that  this  is  merely  a  provincial  affair, 
but  take  the  initiative  in  punishing  them.  As  bad  luck 
would  have  it,  the  federal  government  is  in  its  own 
political  brawl  and  has  no  time  to  give  any  attention  on  the 
law  and  order  situation  in  Sindh.  If  this  situation  continues 
national  security  could  be  jeopardized.  This  could  endan¬ 
ger  not  only  the  country  but  the  government  as  well.  At  this 
juncture  utmost  priority  should  be  given  to  peace  and 
security  in  the  country  and  all  other  issues  should  be  given 
second  preference  because  the  innocent  citizens  are  being 
victimized  at  the  hands  of  cruel  murderers.  It  is  the  duty  of 


central  as  well  as  provincial  governments  to  leave  all  other 
tasks  aside  and  direct  their  full  attention  to  this  most 
important  issue. 

The  rulers  who  vowed  to  live  and  die  with  the  people 
have  built  around  themselves  secure  protective  fortresses 
and  handed  over  the  oppressed  and  innocent  people  of 
Sindh  to  the  inhuman  and  barbaric  assassins.  After  the 
genocide  of  the  people  in  bazaars  and  highways,  the 
assassination  of  a  government  official  right  inside  his 
own  office  in  Hyderabad  while  performing  his  official 
duties  and  incidents  of  killings  in  the  city  all  point  to  the 
fact  that  the  government  besides  making  repeated  state¬ 
ments,  announcements,  visiting  the  injured  in  hospitals 
and  sending  condolences  to  the  bereaved  families,  has 
become  incapable  of  doing  anything  else.  While  merci¬ 
less  assassins  are  equipped  with  automatic  and  fatal 
weapons  it  is  a  cruel  joke  to  ask  the  people  to  form  peace 
committees.  If  the  government  were  to  follow  and  pursue 
the  assassins,  subversive  elements  and  terrorists  then 
they  would  no  longer  be  able  to  slaughter  the  people  so 
mercilessly.  Prime  Minister  Benazir  Bhutto  should  give 
top  priority  to  restore  peace  and  tranquility  in  Sindh 
above  everything  else.  She  should  stay  in  Sindh  as  long  as 
peace  is  not  restored  fully  and  the  assassins  are  not 
punished  for  their  evil  deeds. 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  the  duty  of  all  the  people  in  Sindh 
to  rise  above  their  party  loyalties  and  mobilize  them¬ 
selves  to  protect  their  cities  and  province  and  make  their 
plans  so  effective  that  the  enemy  is  rendered  helpless. 
Now  there  is  no  other  alternative  left  but  for  all  the 
people  to  leave  aside  their  differences  and  help  and 
protect  one  another  with  all  sincerity  and  honesty.  If  the 
people  do  not  leave  aside  their  differences  even  in  such 
hard  and  difiicult  times  and  form  a  united  front  against 
the  enemy,  no  one  else  will  be  able  to  safeguard  their 
safety  and  survival. 

Performance  of  PPP  Government  Said 
'Disappointing’ 

46560033  Karachi  JASARAT  in  Urdu  18  Apr  89  p  3 

[Text]  Every  PPP  [Pakistan  People’s  Party]  leader,  big  or 
small,  states  that  the  PPP  has  inherited  all  the  problems 
in  the  country  from  the  previous  government.  The  PPP 
is  holding  this  inheritance  close  to  its  heart.  Perhaps,  the 
PPP  leaders  believe  that  this  inheritance  from  the  pre¬ 
vious  government  is  so  valuable  that  they  must  look  after 
it  very  carefully.  Therefore,  the  PPP  government  has 
been  carefully  guarding  and  nourishing  bribery,  dishon¬ 
esty,  inflation,  unemployment,  murders  and  violence, 
abduction,  unrest,  and  everything  that  it  inherited  for 
the  last  4  'h  months.  It  would  have  tried  to  alleviate  these 
problems  if  it  did  not  consider  these  as  keepsake.  What 
we  see  is  an  increase  in  crime,  especially  in  Sindh  where 
the  PPP  has  total  control.  The  situation  is  worsening  by 
the  day.  The  PPP  with  power  in  each  sphere  is  making 
brother  fight  with  brother  in  order  to  prolong  its  rule. 
They  are  practicing  the  policy  of  increasing  prejudice 
and  pitching  the  provinces  against  each  other.  Traitors 
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have  become  the  government’s  associates  and  they  have 
a  free  hand  to  propagate  against  the  country.  They  have 
appointed  the  Jews  the  protectors  of  Pakistan’s  welfare 
and  are  ignoring  the  interim  government  of  Afghanistan. 
The  PPP  government  is  starting  congenial  and  friendly 
relations  with  India  and  has  freed  professional  criminals 
by  calling  them  heroes  in  the  democratic  struggle.  Per¬ 
sons  of  good  family  have  lost  respect  and  some  of  them 
are  being  publicly  disgraced  for  having  privileges.  This 
government  has  failed  in  protecting  the  life  and  property 
of  the  people. 

The  PPP  has  failed  in  getting  a  clear  numeric  majority 
despite  its  big  promises  and  other  efforts  during  the  last 
elections.  The  president,  however,  decided  to  let  it  form 
the  government  and  the  people  accepted  it  for  the  sake  of 
honoring  democracy.  They  had  expected  this  party  to 
learn  from  the  past  and  follow  a  policy  that  would 
enhance  democracy,  protect  the  people,  and  decrease 
unemployment.  However,  the  PPP  got  busy  in  repeating 
its  past  and  began  to  practice  the  politics  of  ‘divide  and 
rule’  and  conspired  to  destroy  its  opponents.  The  situa¬ 
tion  in  Sindh,  where  this  party  has  the  most  acceptance, 
is  worse  than  any  where  else.  There  are  more  murders, 
robberies,  abductions  and  violence  in  Sindh  than  in  any 
other  province.  No  city,  town,  sub-division,  or  settle¬ 
ment  in  this  province  is  safe  now.  The  people  are 
dissatisfied,  scared,  and  harassed  and  are  moving  to 
other  places  to  save  their  lives  and  property.  The  status 
of  peace  and  harmony  can  be  judged  by  the  fact  that 
residents  of  rural  areas  lock  their  doors  early  in  the 
evening  and  patrol  the  area  at  night  to  protect  them¬ 
selves.  Under  these  circumstances,  how  can  we  convince 
the  people  that  democracy  is  flourishing  and  the  PPP 
government  is  working  for  democracy? 

We  can  make  a  good  assumption  about  the  PPP  charac¬ 
ter  by  examining  the  fact  that  it  received  votes  in  the 
name  of  the  federal  government  and  now  it  is  threaten¬ 
ing  the  very  existence  of  the  federal  government.  This 
party  is  making  everyone  fight  with  each  other  in  order 
to  prolong  its  own  rule  and  establish  the  supremacy  of  a 
family.  The  leaders  of  this  party  sit  in  air-conditioned 
rooms  and  make  plans  while  the  people  are  being  mas¬ 
sacred  outside.  They  beat  up  their  opponents  until  they 
are  unconscious  on  a  mere  suspicion.  The  PPP  has  taken 
the  law  in  its  own  hands  and  uses  it  in  any  way  it  wants. 
Its  important  ministers  argue  with  police  officers  and 
come  to  blows  with  them.  However,  no  action  is  taken 
against  those  who  have  murdered  people  without  any 
reason.  It  is  very  hard  to  expect  the  people  to  bear  this 
lawlessness  and  insecurity.  Fighting  is  prevalent  in  Pun¬ 
jab  and  there  are  signs  of  unrest  in  Baluchistan.  There 
are  problems  brewing  while  waiting  for  the  governor’s 
speech  in  Suba  Sarhad.  They  told  us  that  the  next  budget 
will  be  very  difficult.  The  people  are  already  scared  and 
are  suffering  from  the  present  inflationary  prices.  What 
will  happen  to  them  with  the  new  budget?  Also,  the 
people  have  not  forgotten  the  comments  of  our  former 
rulers  about  East  Pakistan  that  they  wanted  Bengal  and 
not  the  people  living  there.  A  similar  situation  is  being 


recreated  in  Sindh.  This  attitude  is  not  appropriate  for 
the  country  or  our  leaders.  Traitors  are  openly  making 
statements  about  breaking  up  the  country  and  threaten¬ 
ing  to  renounce  their  citizenship.  The  government,  how¬ 
ever,  does  not  do  anything  to  end  such  rude  behavior. 
These  people  are  becoming  bolder  because  of  this  pas¬ 
sive  attitude. 

The  government  should  focus  on  ending  lawlessness,  and 
not  its  political  opponents,  if  it  really  wants  to  establish 
a  democratic  government.  It  must  take  away  all  weapons 
regardless  of  a  person’s  class  or  position.  It  should  give 
exemplary  punishments  to  all  criminals  and  arrest  all 
people  who  are  oppose  Pakistan’s  ideology.  It  should 
create  an  atmosphere  of  justice  and  harmony  by  follow¬ 
ing  all  the  democratic  principles.  It  should  stop  the 
practice  of  accusation  and  fault  finding.  It  should  try  to 
run  the  government  with  understanding  and  tolerance. 
The  situation  will  worsen  if  it  continues  using  conspira¬ 
cies,  craftiness,  threats,  and  cheating  in  running  the 
government.  The  PPP  leadership  has  already  learned 
that  it  cannot  pass  through  this  barbed  path  of  govern¬ 
ment  alone.  This  lawlessness  and  struggle  will  block  all 
paths  to  the  country’s  progress,  stability,  and  establish¬ 
ment  of  democracy.  As  long  as  the  government  does  not 
rule  with  a  strong  will  and  consistency,  impatience  and 
disappointment  among  the  people  will  continue  to 
increase.  There  is  still  some  time  for  the  PPP  govern¬ 
ment  to  review  its  policies  and  actions  and  adopt  a  policy 
that  helps  increase  the  welfare  of  our  countrymen,  estab¬ 
lishes  peace,  and  gives  Pakistan  stability.  The  people  of 
Pakistan  had  demanded  a  democratic  government 
formed  after  elections  based  on  a  multi-party  system 
because  they  had  hoped  that  such  a  government  would 
solve  their  problems.  They  especially  hoped  for  the  end 
of  high  prices  and  unemployment  and  establishment  of 
peace  and  protective  environment  for  the  citizens.  The 
people,  however,  are  disappointed  with  PPP’s  federal 
and  Sindh  governments.  It  is  possible  that  this  disap¬ 
pointment  changes  into  rage  and  results  in  unpleasant 
conditions  that  are  inescapable. 

Kashmir  President  Alleges  Campaign  Underway 
To  Discredit  ISI 

46560034c  Lahore  SIYASI  LOG  in  Urdu  5  May  89  p  2 

[Article  by  Sardar  Mohammad  Abdul  Qayum  Khan, 
president  of  Azad  Jammu  and  Kashmir;  “Behind  the 
Scene  Activities  of  a  Campaign  To  Defame  an  Agency  of 
the  Pakistan  Army,  the  ISI  (Inter  Services  Intelligence)’’] 

[Excerpt]  Currently,  the  most  vital  agency  of  our  mili¬ 
tary,  the  ISI  [Inter  Services  Intelligence],  is  very  much 
under  discussion.  The  wonderful  thing  is  that  not  only 
the  people  within  the  country  but  outside  it  also  have 
joined  in  this  discussion.  Above  all,  the  country  that  is 
our  eternal  enemy,  India,  also  tops  the  list  of  those 
participating  in  it.  Most  people  are  totally  unaware  of 
any  concealed  or  revealing  facts  relating  to  this  discus¬ 
sion,  neither  perhaps  they  might  be  interested  in  that. 
There  might  be  some  people,  who,  being  influenced  by 
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false  propaganda  against  this  organization,  would  be 
forced  to  think  that  this  agency  perhaps  plots  against  the 
present  administration  etc.  The  amazing  thing  is  that 
even  the  activities  of  the  campaign  against  the  ISI  are  not 
hidden.  The  unfortunate  thing,  however,  is  that  there  is 
no  reaction  against  the  activities  taking  place  within  the 
country.  Some  people  it  seems  have  a  view  which  is  just 
like  the  one  held  by  the  late  Shah  Faisal.  Just  a  few  days 
before  his  martyrdom,  the  assassin’s  mother  herself  had 
informed  him  that  her  son  wished  to  assassinate  him. 
But,  he  did  not  believe  her,  and  said  that  he  was  his 
relative,  why  would  he  do  such  a  thing.  Everyone, 
however,  is  aware  of  what  happened. 

Such  simple-minded  people  do  exist  in  this  country  also, 
who  feel  that  it  cannot  be  possible  for  the  enemy’s  hand 
to  operate  in  this  campaign  against  the  ISI,  when  our 
own  people  control  this  agency.  Right  now  it  is  slightly 
difficult  to  fully  determine  as  to  after  all  what  is  the 
motive  of  this  campaign  against  the  ISI.  If,  however,  that 
objective  is  contrary  to  the  integrity  of  Pakistan,  how  can 
such  a  thing  happen.  Nevertheless,  this  is  such  a  serious 
and  trying  matter  that  if  it  is  not  redressed  right  now, 
perhaps  there  might  be  no  time  available  later  on,  and 
God  knows  what  the  state  of  affairs  would  be.  This  is  a 
matter  which  should  be  noticed  not  only  by  the  entire 
nation,  but  by  every  responsible  patriotic  person  of  the 
country.  Rather,  the  president  should  personally  take 
severe  actions  against  it.  God  forbid,  the  people  might 
start  saying  that  the  president  also  led  the  disruption  of 
the  country.  On  the  other  hand,  God  forbid,  the  matter 
could  get  out  of  hand,  and  then  it  would  be  useless  to 
regret  it.  The  PP  people  might  have  some  compulsion. 
Perhaps,  they  have  to  repay  the  loan  on  the  value  of  the 
power.  We  are,  however,  not  aware  of  any  such  compul¬ 
sion  facing  the  president.  As  long  as,  God  forbid,  the  8th 
amendment  is  not  deleted,  the  responsibility  of  many 
significant  issues  of  the  country  lies  on  the  president 
alone.  It  should  also  not  be  forgotten  that  if  some  people 
either  thoughtlessly  or  unknowingly  but  with  good  inten¬ 
tions  have  voted  for  the  wrong  people,  it  is  inappropriate 
that  all  their  past  and  future  generations  be  punished  for 
that,  [passage  omitted] 

Punjab  Advised  Not  To  Estrange  Relations  With 
Cciit6r 

46560034a  Lahore  NAWA-l-WAQT  in  Urdu 
22  Apr  89  p  10 

[Editorial:  “Punjab  and  T.V.’’] 

[Text]  The  medias  of  the  Punjab  government  or  the 
Islamic  Democratic  Alliance  [IJI],  under  the  heat  of  the 
provincial  rights,  issue  certain  statements  which  later  on 
become  a  souree  of  concern  for  themselves.  Such 
remarks  disturb  the  people  as  well.  An  argument  of  this 
nature  has  recently  originated  with  reference  to  the  T.V. 
Although  the  Punjab  government  objects  that  the  central 
government,  while  demonstrating  partiality  on  its  part, 
does  not  grant  it  its  permissible  time  and  importance  on 
the  T.V.;  on  the  basis  of  which,  the  Punjab  government 


has  also  decided  to  boycott  the  T.V.  for  a  week,  as  a 
reaction  to  this  situation,  to  contemplate  about  installing 
a  separate  T.V.  station  in  Punjab,  or  to  try  to  engage  in 
the  constitutional  proposals  etc.  In  this  regard,  are 
actions  that  negate  the  national  ideology.  Leaders  like 
Wall  Khan  are  highly  amused  over  such  an  attitude  of 
the  Punjab  government.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that 
although  the  federal  government  is  practicing  some 
excesses  against  the  provincial  government  of  the  Pun¬ 
jab,  the  tradition  of  the  Punjab  has  always  been  that  it 
has  never  addressed  itself  as  a  province.  It  has  always 
sacrificed  its  own  interest  for  the  sake  of  the  most 
extensive  interest  of  Pakistan.  Whatever  Pakistan  we  can 
witness  so  far,  that  is  the  result  of  the  sacrifices  of  the 
Punjab  alone.  Otherwise,  in  the  North-west  Frontier 
Provinee  there  are  still  remains  of  the  divine  servants 
and  the  red-uniformed  individuals,  who  opposed  the 
very  establishment  of  Pakistan  and  always  raised  a  stunt 
of  Pukhtunistan.  Similarly,  there  have  been  open  cam¬ 
paigns  of  segregation  in  Sindh  also.  G.  M.  Sayed  has  even 
asked  India  for  military  aid.  Some  leaders  of  Sindh  even 
initiated  a  campaign  of  confederation  to  end  the  feder¬ 
ation  of  Pakistan.  The  segregationists  in  Baluchistan 
raised  a  dilemma  of  a  grand  Baluchistan,  and  the  feder¬ 
ation  of  Pakistan  even  had  to  take  military  action  against 
them.  Under  such  circumstances,  the  only  secret  of 
Pakistan’s  integrity  is  that  the  Punjab  has  not  involved 
itself  in  the  entanglement  of  you  and  me.  It  has  always 
displayed  selflessness  to  accommodate  the  smaller  and 
displeased  provinces.  After  the  recent  elections,  the 
People’s  Party  that  won  the  total  majority  in  the  inner 
Sindh,  was  offered  the  central  government,  so  that  there 
would  be  protection  against  some  fancied  dangers.  Oth¬ 
erwise,  if  an  IJI  [Islamic  Democratic  Alliance]  candidate 
were  elected  as  the  prime  minister,  it  was  not  at  all 
difficult  for  the  party  to  attain  the  majority  in  the  House. 
But  those  major  problems,  to  avoid  which  the  People’s 
Party  government  was  recognized,  still  exist  as  usual. 
The  situation,  however,  demands  that  the  hostility 
against  the  People’s  Party  should  not  be  extended  so  far 
that  the  people  start  feeling  or  the  adversaries  can  accuse 
the  Punjab  of  being  influenced  by  provincialism.  There¬ 
fore,  what  is  needed,  is  that  the  Punjab  government 
instantly  bid  farewell  to  such  a  behavior.  Because,  if 
today  it  talks  about  installing  its  own  T.V.  station, 
tomorrow  it  will  think  of  constructing  its  own  railway 
line,  and  then  telephone,  telegraph  office,  post  office  and 
customs.  God  knows  where  this  chain  will  end.  We 
believe  that  all  this  is  the  outcome  of  merely  the  stub¬ 
bornness  of  two  political  parties.  However,  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  Pakistan’s  oneness,  federalism  and  national 
unity,  it  is  essential  that  such  a  thing  that  leads  to  the 
perception  that  the  Punjab  is  trying  to  be  outside  or 
above  the  constitution,  should  never  be  uttered  during 
any  provoeation.  Some  newspaper  reports  have  attrib¬ 
uted  the  proposal  of  the  T.V.  to  private  institutions. 
Such  private  institutions  also  should  not  be  permitted  to 
promote  an  ideology  that  conflicts  with  the  circle  of 
Pakistanism,  nor  should  such  an  environment  be  created 
whereby  every  high  and  low  person  stands  up  against  the 
federation. 
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Punjab  Chief  Minister  on  Punjab-Center 
Relations 

46560030b  Islamabad  HURMAT  in  Urdu 
2-8  Apr  89  pp  8-10 

[Interview  with  Punjab  Chief  Minister  Mian  Nawaz 
Sharif  by  Urusa  Alam] 

[Excerpts]  [HURMAT]  How  can  you  strengthen  the 
Islamic  Democratic  Front  in  Sindh  and  Baluchistan. 
How  optimistic  are  you  in  this  regard? 

[SHARIF]  In  Sindh  and  Baluchistan,  the  Islamic  Dem¬ 
ocratic  Alliance  received  a  large  number  of  votes.  Even 
though  we  did  not  win  any  seats  in  Sindh,  we  got  large 
number  of  votes.  Now  I  will  personally  undertake  a  tour 
of  Sindh  and  Baluchistan  and  I  am  hopeful  that  the 
Alliance  will  emerge  as  a  large  force  in  these  provinces. 
In  fact  prior  to  the  recent  elections,  we  did  not  get  time 
to  work  in  these  provinces.  Now  we  will  mobilize  the 
Muslim  League  and  the  Alliance  both  and  we  are  confi¬ 
dent  that  we  ourselves  will  receive  public  support. 

[HURMAT]  The  Peoples  Works  Program  is  the  center’s 
own  program.  In  its  presence,  how  do  you  view  the 
future  of  local  bodies? 

[SHARIF]  The  local  bodies  are  constituted  by  people’s 
elected  representatives,  and  the  fact  is  that  it  is  because 
of  these  bodies  that  democracy  reaches  streets  and 
villages.  Now  depriving  local  bodies  of  their  authority  or 
constituting  another  program  similar  to  these  will  not  be 
a  correct  step  either  from  the  point  of  view  of  success  of 
development  plans  or  in  context  of  promoting  democ¬ 
racy.  But  I  am  sure  that  the  public  will  support  the  local 
bodies  because  local  bodies  have  resolved  many  of  their 
problems. 

[HURMAT]  In  case  the  Center  provides  you  funds  for 
the  labor,  how  will  you  accomplish  your  programs? 

[SHARIF]  The  labor  policy  that  we  have  announced  is 
for  the  good  of  the  public  and  the  workers  both.  The 
Central  Government  of  the  Peoples  Party  also  has  sim¬ 
ilar  objectives.  Therefore,  there  is  no  reason  for  the 
Center  not  to  provide  us  with  funds  to  implement  our 
labor  policy.  I  believe  that  ultimately  the  Center  will 
have  to  provide  us  funds  in  accordance  with  our  wishes 
because  this  is  a  right  of  the  provincial  government  and 
to  deprive  the  masses  of  plans  which  are  meant  to  be  for 
their  good,  merely  in  order  to  grind  one’s  political  axe,  is 
not  correct. 

[HURMAT]  Wild  interpretations  are  being  placed  on 
your  luncheon  meetings  with  the  American  ambassador 
here  and  various  rumors  are  circuited.  Would  you  like  to 
say  something  regarding  this? 

[SHARIF]  Meetings  with  ambassadors  are  part  of  a 
political  leader’s  routine.  Looking  for  ulterior  motives  in 
this  or  presenting  it  in  strange  colors  is  trying  to  make  an 


ordinary  matter  into  an  extraordinary  affair.  America  is 
Pakistan’s  friend,  and  I  believe  that  exchanging  ideas, 
not  only  with  the  American  ambassador  but  with  ambas¬ 
sadors  of  all  countries  friendly  to  Pakistan,  is  part  of  my 
routine. 

[HURAMT]  Recently,  by  welcoming  the  prime  minister 
at  the  airport,  you  took  an  important  and  positive  step  in 
reducing  tensions  between  Punjab  and  the  Center.  In 
case  you  do  not  get  a  positive  response  to  this  initiative, 
what  will  be  your  future  course  of  action? 

[SHARIF]  Look,  we  are  not  responsible  for  creating 
tension  between  the  Center  and  Punjab  and  even  now 
you  will  not  notice  any  signs  of  tension  on  our  part.  In 
fact  some  advisors  and  ministers  of  the  Center  have  not 
been  able  to  reconcile  their  hearts  with  mine  and  Islamic 
Democratic  Alliance’s  government  in  Punjab,  and  they 
have  needlessly  created  a  conflict.  So  far  as  protocol  is 
concerned,  I  welcomed  the  prime  minister  on  25  Decem¬ 
ber  1988.  Some  of  her  visits  were  described  as  private 
and  for  these,  no  protocol  is  required.  Now  she  has  come 
on  an  official  visit  and  I  accorded  her  the  welcome  that 
is  required  by  rules.  If  this  helps  in  reducing  the  level  of 
confrontation,  so  much  the  better. 

[HURMAT]  Even  though  the  prime  minister  herself  has 
made  conciliatory  statements,  some  of  her  associates 
have  again  started  making  anti-Punjab  statements.  What 
is  the  background  for  this  campaign.  Is  this  campaign 
directed  against  Punjab  and  its  people? 

[SHARIF]  Now  a  chapter  of  understanding  and  recon¬ 
ciliation  appears  to  be  opening  up.  At  this  stage,  there  is 
no  point  getting  into  the  controversy  whether  the  atti¬ 
tude  of  the  Peoples  Party  is  against  me  personally  or 
whether  it  is  against  Punjab  and  its  people.  What  is 
important  is  that  the  people’s  verdict  should  be  honored 
and  the  people’s  verdict  is  in  favor  of  me  and  the  Islamic 
Democratic  Alliance  and  in  the  background  of  this 
decision,  political  changes  should  not  be  introduced  in 
Punjab  through  resort  to  conspiracies. 

[HURMAT]  By  once  again  affirming  confidence  in  you 
and  by  spuming  money,  the  IJI  [Islamic  Democratic 
Alliance]  has  given  proof  of  their  loyalty  to  principles.  It 
has  taken  certain  circles  by  surprise.  In  your  opinion, 
what  are  the  causes  of  this  wave  of  lack  of  principles  in 
Punjab? 

[SHARIF]  Punjab  is  Pakistan’s  largest  province  and  its 
people  give  preference  to  national  thinking  over  provin¬ 
cialism.  The  people  of  Punjab  have  always  been  sticklers 
to  principles.  If  some  of  our  leaders  have  shown  an 
unprincipled  stand,  this  should  not  be  allowed  to  bring  a 
bad  name  to  the  people  of  the  province.  Now  the 
atmosphere  is  such  that  even  if  some  person  wants  to 
resort  to  being  unprincipled  in  contrast  to  the  masses’ 
loyalty  to  principles,  he  will  fail. 
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[HURMAT]  At  election  time,  General  Mirza  Aslam 
Begh  had  suggested  a  coalition  government  or  consensus 
politics.  Won’t  implementation  of  consensus  politics  be 
better  for  a  democratic  system  and  the  country? 

[SHARIF]  Consensus  politics  does  not  mean  that  polit¬ 
ical  parties  should  lose  their  identity.  What  it  really 
means  is  that  a  broad  perspective  should  be  adopted  on 
important  issues,  national  thinking  instead  of  narrow 
thinking.  For  this  we  are  prepared.  However,  in  my 
opinion,  as  far  as  the  question  of  dissolving  political 
identity  is  concerned,  it  has  neither  been  suggested,  nor 
is  it  possible.  But  on  national  affairs,  we  are  at  one  with 
every  concerned  Pakistani  regarding  consensus  politics. 

[HURMAT]  IJI,  of  which  you  are  the  leader,  is  based  on 
alliance  of  several  parties.  Do  you  think  that  this  alliance 
is  strong  and  firm? 

[SHARIF]  IJI  is  the  first  principled  and  ideological 
alliance  in  the  political  history  of  Pakistan.  Leave  aside 
demagoguery  of  a  few  persons,  the  fact  is  that  there  is 
complete  unity  and  agreement  of  thinking  among  the 
ranks  of  the  Alliance  and  this  alliance  is  strong  as  well  as 
firm. 

[HURMAT]  According  to  certain  circles,  as  a  result  of 
this  alliance,  your  own  party,  that  is,  the  Muslim  League, 
has  relatively  receded  into  the  background.  Is  this  your 
opinion  also? 

[SHARIF]  The  Muslim  League  has  not  at  all  receded 
into  the  background.  The  Muslim  League  is  the  biggest 
party  of  the  Alliance  and  I  am  the  leader  of  a  Muslim 
League  alliance.  These  remarks  are  not  part  of  an  anti- 
Alliance  propaganda;  otherwise,  the  fact  is  that  the 
Muslim  League  has  emerged  into  a  party  stronger  and 
bigger  than  before. 

[HURMAT]  You  were  very  close  to  the  late  President 
Ziaul  Haq  and  in  certain  respects,  you  are  considered  his 
heir.  What  was  the  quality  or  qualities  about  him  which 
impressed  you? 

[SHARIF]  President  Ziaul  Haq  was  a  religious  and 
patriotic  leader.  He  led  Pakistan  under  very  difficult 
conditions.  He  initiated  the  practice  of  gentleman’s 
politics  in  the  country  and  according  to  his  program, 
martial  law  ended  in  1985  and  democracy  was  inaugu¬ 
rated.  Personally  he  was  a  very  friendly  and  pious  man. 
These  are  the  qualities  with  which  I  was  impressed. 

[HURMAT]  The  case  of  C  130  has  not  been  resolved  so 
far.  What  is  your  personal  information  regarding  this. 
Was  it  a  foreign  conspiracy  or  was  it  a  punishment  for 
his  Afghan  Policy? 

[SHARIF]  So  far  as  the  question  of  C  1 30’s  destruction 
is  concerned,  one  can  speak  with  confidence  only  after 
the  investigation  report  is  published.  But  my  feeling  is 
that  it  was  definitely  a  foreign  conspiracy  and  its  object 


was  to  involve  Pakistan  in  a  crisis  at  a  very  critical 
juncture  and  doubtlessly  some  people  were  upset  with 
the  president  because  of  his  Afghan  Policy  and  coura¬ 
geous  foreign  policy.  It  was  in  their  interest  to  eliminate 
President  Zia. 

[HURMAT]  In  your  capacity  as  chief  minister,  you  have 
done  exemplary  work  for  the  poor  and  the  workers  of 
Punjab.  What  are  the  highlights  of  this  work  of  yours.  I 
mean  how  did  you  come  to  think  of  this  work  for  the 
good  and  welfare  of  the  poor  on  such  a  vast  scale? 

[SHARIF]  Whatever  I  did  for  the  service  of  the  public,  I 
did  out  of  my  sense  of  duty  and  whatever  I  do  in  the 
future,  will  also  be  out  of  my  sense  of  duty.  We  are  all 
indebted  to  this  land  and  that  is  what  1  am  paying  off.  All 
of  us  feel  that  Pakistan’s  workers  and  farmers  are  its  life 
and  soul.  This  country  was  not  created  so  that  a  handful 
of  people  could  live  off  the  fat  of  the  land  while  others 
continued  to  sweat  it  out  without  any  hope  of  a  better 
life.  I  have  taken  a  vow  with  myself  that  I  will  eradicate 
poverty  from  this  country  and  God  willing,  that  day  wilt 
dawn  in  this  country  when  education,  health  and  all 
other  facilities  will  be  available  to  everybody  and  nobody 
will  live  a  life  of  hardship  just  because  he  happened  to  be 
born  in  a  poor  family. 

Paper  on  Sino-Soviet  Summit  Outcome 

BK3I05 150189  Karachi  NA  WA-l-WAQT 
in  Urdu  19  May  89  p  9 

[Editorial:  “Sino-Soviet  Relations— Regional  Problems 
and  India’s  Attitude’’] 

[Text]  Expressing  his  happiness  at  the  Sino-Soviet  sum¬ 
mit  in  Beijing,  a  Pakistani  Foreign  Office  spokesman  has 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  summit  will  help  in  estab¬ 
lishing  global  peace  and  in  resolving  regional  problems. 
The  restoration  of  Sino-Soviet  ties  and  a  meeting 
between  the  heads  of  state  of  the  two  countries  after  a 
long  period  of  time  mark  a  very  important  event  in  world 
politics  and  are  a  part  of  Gorbachev’s  “glasnost”  policy. 
Even  though  the  two  countries  are  standard-bearers  of 
communism,  their  bilateral  relations  have  remained 
considerably  strained  over  the  years  because  of  the 
notable  differences  in  their  interpretations  of  commu¬ 
nism  and  socialism  and  in  their  policies  on  regional  and 
international  issues.  The  Soviet  Union’s  expansionist 
policy,  its  indirect  and  direct  interventions  in  Cambodia 
and  Afghanistan,  as  well  as  the  bilateral  border  disputes 
were  some  of  the  reasons  that  had  led  to  cool  Sino-Soviet 
relations.  China’s  stand  had  been  that  the  Soviet  Union 
should  admit  its  mistakes,  give  up  its  attitude  of  laying 
claim  on  certain  border  areas  of  China,  and  eliminate  the 
danger  of  a  war  by  removing  its  forces  from  the  border. 
Likewise,  China  had  also  opposed  Soviet  interference  in 
Cambodia  and  Afghanistan. 

A  few  years  ago,  when  the  Soviet  leader,  Gorbachev, 
deviated  from  his  predecessors’  policies  and  started  to 
change  his  country’s  economic,  political,  and  diplomatic 
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strategy,  he  felt  the  need  for  an  improvement  in  the 
USSR’s  relationship  with  China — where  a  revision  of 
past  policy  was  also  under  way  and  where  efforts  were 
being  made  to  heal  the  wounds  left  by  the  Cultural 
Revolution.  This  may  be  because  of  the  impact  of 
China’s  independent  policies  or  because  of  its  own 
experience  and  analysis  that  the  Soviet  Union  also  seems 
to  be  striving  for  establishing  a  comparatively  open 
society  and  has  begun  the  process  to  cancel  its  past 
mistakes. 

At  the  end  of  his  visit  to  China,  Soviet  leader  Gorbachev 
announced  the  decision  to  remove  troops  from  the 
Chinese  border.  The  Soviet  troops  have  already  been 
withdrawn  from  Afghanistan,  but  the  [Sino-Soviet]  dif¬ 
ferences  on  Cambodia  could  not  be  resolved.  A  decision, 
however,  has  been  made  to  continue  the  negotiations  at 
the  level  of  foreign  ministers.  The  restoration  of  relations 
between  the  Soviet  Union  and  China,  including  their 
resolve  to  cooperate  with  each  other  in  future  on  the 
basis  of  the  principles  of  peaceful  coexistence,  is  in  itself 
a  major  event;  and  all  this  has  been  possible  only  by 
virtue  of  Gorbachev’s  moral  courage  and  his  acceptance 
of  past  mistakes.  During  his  meetings  with  the  Chinese 
leaders,  Gorbachev  frankly  admitted  that  tension  in 
bilateral  relations  was  due  to  the  Soviet  attitude  and 
actions  and  that  the  Soviet  Union  is  now  determined  not 
to  repeat  them  in  future. 

While  the  Soviet  leader  has  taken  initiatives  to  establish 
peace  by  ending  differences  with  the  United  States;  to 
work  for  the  success  of  efforts  for  disarmament;  and  to 
establish  a  cordial  relationship  with  China  by  ending 
border  disputes;  he  has,  at  the  same  time,  also  adopted  a 
policy  to  redress  the  grievances  of  the  minorities  and 
dissident  elements  of  his  own  country. 

It  can  now  be  hoped  that  the  Soviet  Union  will  also 
review  its  expansionist  policy,  and  in  the  light  of  the 
experiences  it  gained  in  Afghanistan  that  it  would  stick 
to  its  pronouncement  that  any  infringement  on  the 
independence  and  sovereignty  of  any  other  nation  poses 
a  threat  to  world  peace. 

Beginning  its  friendship  with  China,  the  Soviet  Union 
would  have  realized  the  advantages  of  Beijing’s  nonex¬ 
pansionist  and  peaceful  policy.  But  the  Soviet  efforts  for 
regional  peace  will  prove  fruitful  only  when  India,  which 
is  following  the  footsteps  of  the  USSR,  is  kept  from 
pursuing  its  hysteric  policy  of  building  and  amassing 
arms  and  establishing  its  political,  economic,  and  mili¬ 
tary  hegemony  over  smaller  countries  of  the  region.  It  is 
necessary  [to  curb  India — FBIS]  because  India  has  been 
doing  all  these  things  only  with  the  encouragement  and 
the  arms  supplied  by  the  Soviet  Union.  It  cannot  be 
expected  of  the  Indian  Brahmin  rulers  that  they,  like 
Gorbachev,  will  also  demonstrate  moral  courage  and 
express  their  willingness  to  correct  their  mistakes,  and 
pay  attention  to  changing  their  past  attitude  so  as  to 
establish  cordial  relations  with  neighboring  countries. 
But  being  the  patron  of  India,  the  Soviet  Union  can 


pressure  New  Delhi  into  doing  so,  even  though  India  will 
certainly  grumble  that  it  was  previously  groomed  to  play 
the  role  of  a  mini-superpower;  but  now,  when  it  is 
engaged  in  efforts  to  have  itself  recognized  as  a  regional 
superpower,  the  Soviet  leadership  has  begun  to  withdraw 
their  support.  Nevertheless,  New  Delhi  will  sooner  or 
later  realize  that  the  present  Soviet  policies  are  beneficial 
not  only  for  world  peace  and  regional  security  but  also 
for  the  Soviet  Union  and  India. 

India’s  expansionist  and  hegemonistic  ambitions  are,  in 
fact,  a  great  threat  to  peace  in  South  Asia,  and  this  has 
been  proved  by  India’s  interventions  in  Sri  Lanka  and 
the  Maldives.  India’s  recent  economic  blockade  of  a 
Hindu  state — Nepal — is  a  further  reflection  of  its 
designs. 

The  reasons  for  India’s  tense  relations  with  Pakistan  are 
not  hidden  from  anyone.  While  the  Kashmir  issue 
remains  unresolved.  New  Delhi  has  now  begun  efforts  to 
declare  the  Siachen  Glacier  region  as  an  integral  part  of 
India.  Sometimes  it  proposes  that  the  Siachen  region 
should  be  declared  as  a  no-man’s  land,  and  sometimes  it 
says  the  region  be  made  a  nonmilitary  zone.  Since  this 
region  is  Pakistani  territory,  only  Islamabad  reserves  the 
right  to  make  it  a  military  or  a  nonmilitary  zone.  It  is 
because  of  India’s  insincerity  that  Pakistan’s  sincere 
desire  and  efforts  for  a  cordial  relationship  with  India 
are  not  yielding  any  positive  results.  If  India  also  learns 
the  lesson  that  the  Soviet  leaders  have  learned — and 
have  been  constantly  revealing  in  their  statements  and 
actions — from  the  Afghanistan  war,  and  from  their  mis¬ 
erable  domestic  economic  condition,  and  political  insta¬ 
bility,  it  could  not  only  end  the  atmosphere  of  tension  in 
the  region  but  also  enable  the  member-countries  of  the 
South  Asian  Association  for  Regional  Cooperation  to 
make  integrated  plans  to  eradicate  backwardness,  pov¬ 
erty,  and  illiteracy.  India  should  pay  attention  to  this  for 
the  sake  of  the  prosperity  and  well-being  of  its  own 
future  generations.  When  a  superpower  can  realize  the 
implications  of  its  cool  relationship  with  its  neighbors 
and  feel  no  hesitation  in  openly  admitting  its  excesses, 
then  Indian  rulers  should  also  not  feel  any  shame  in  this 
regard.  They  should  rather  give  up  their  hegemonistic 
ambitions  and  expansionist  policies  to  ensure  the  secu¬ 
rity  and  prosperity  of  the  South  Asian  people  and  to  help 
solve  the  regional  problems. 

Editorial  Urges  Early  Solution  Of  Siachen  Issue 

BK2805095989  Karachi  DA  WN  in  English 
15  May  89  p  7 

[Editorial:  “Siachen  Hot  Again’’] 

[Text]  The  Siachen  issue  continues  to  be  an  “an  unnec- 
essa^  irritant”  in  Indo-Pakistan  relations,  as  Prime 
Minister  Benazir  Bhutto  put  it  recently.  The  latest  evi¬ 
dence  of  this  is  the  hotting  up  of  the  snowy  heights  as  the 
Indians  continue  military  activity.  Unconfirmed  foreign 
media  reports  have  spoken  of  heavy  casualties  on  both 
sides,  though  Islamabad  has  merely  said  that  Pakistani 
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troops  took  “appropriate  defensive  and  protective 
measures”  to  counter  the  Indian  moves.  The  Indian 
Army,  a  Pakistan  Foreign  Office  spokesman  said,  had 
attempted  to  dominate  the  heights  and  establish  new 
posts  in  the  Gytong  sector  of  the  Siachen  glacier.  Ever 
since  1984,  when  India  first  began  creeping  into  the 
sensitive  mountainous  region,  the  two  countries  have 
fought  battles  in  which  the  weather  rather  than  the 
combatants  have  caused  most  deaths.  In  1987,  the  Paki¬ 
stan  Army  launched  Operation  Qiyadat,  and  since  then 
there  has  been  a  stalemate  which  had  aroused  hopes  of 
progress  toward  meaningful  talks.  However,  the  four 
rounds  of  talks  at  the  level  of  officials — the  last  one  held 
in  September  last  year — have  produced  no  worthwhile 
results,  aside  from  maintaining  an  air  of  expectancy.  The 
sudden  flare-up  at  this  juncture  disappoints  all  those 
who  had  hoped  for  a  gradual  improvement  in  relations 
between  the  two  countries  in  the  wake  of  the  induction  of 
a  democratic  government  in  Pakistan  and  the  bonhomie 
witnessed  during  the  SAARC  [South  Asian  Association 
for  Regional  Cooperation]  summit  at  Islamabad  last 
December.  Another  meeting  at  the  Defence  Secretaries’ 
level  is  to  be  held  soon,  but  given  the  history  of  the  two 
countries’  dispute-solving  efforts,  it  would  be  unrealistic 
to  count  on  a  promising  outcome. 

The  Pakistan  Prime  Minister’s  plea  that  India  pull  back 
its  troops  to  the  pre-Simla  [Agreement]  position  is  emi¬ 
nently  reasonable.  Her  statement,  made  in  an  interview 


with  an  Indian  news  agency,  and  later  repeated  at  Tokyo, 
said  such  a  pull-back  was  essential  for  New  Delhi  to 
“give  the  lie  to  those  who  thought  Indian  peace  pro¬ 
nouncements  were  merely  an  exercise  in  propaganda.” 
India  has  already  rejected  the  suggestion  by  insisting  that 
Siachen  was  Indian  territory.  This  brings  us  back  to 
square  one.  Pakistan,  obviously,  is  not  going  to  accept 
this  self-serving  argument.  If  Siachen  were  Indian,  New 
Delhi  would  not  have  woken  up  some  38  years  after 
independence  to  send  troops  to  what  it  now  calls  its  own 
territory.  The  fact  that  the  two  sides  are  shooting  at  each 
other  at  what  otherwise  are  absolutely  barren,  snow¬ 
bound  heights  underlines  the  need  for  establishing  the 
veracity  of  the  claims  of  each  side  and  reaching  a 
settlement.  This  is  not  an  easy  task.  But  the  least  the  two 
sides  can  do  is  to  stop  fighting  so  as  to  create  a  better 
climate  for  talks.  Siachen,  of  course,  is  not  the  only  issue 
that  is  a  source  of  tension  and  bitterness  between  Paki¬ 
stan  and  India.  But  it  is  the  latest— -and  potentially 
deadly — element  in  the  complex  web  of  relationships 
between  the  two  countries.  A  solution  of  the  Siachen 
issue  may  not  serve  as  a  turning  point  in  the  conflcit- 
ridden  relations  between  the  two  South  Asian  neigh¬ 
bours.  But  it  would  certainly  help  reduce  tension  and 
provide  an  impetus  to  normalisation  of  relations 
between  the  two  countries.  As  Prime  Minister  Benazir 
Bhutto  put  it,  for  peace  in  the  region  and  for  establishing 
goodneighbourly  relations  between  Pakistan  and  India, 
“it  is  essential  to  settle  this  issue  soon.” 
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